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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was held on Thursday, December 17, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers located at 1500 Blowing Rock Road in Boone. Mayor Brantz presided. Council members present 

included Mayor Pro-Tem Loretta Clawson, Lynne Mason, Sam Furgiuele, Connie Ulmer and Marshall Ashcraft. 

Staff present included Town Manager John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Public Works Director Rick Miller, 

Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Planning Director Jane Shook, Deputy Director/Chief Building 

Inspector Stacey Miller, Police Chief Dana Crawford, and Captain Andy LeBeau. Town Attorney Allison Meade 

was also in attendance. 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 

Mayor Rennie Brantz presided over the swearing-in ceremonies for Council Members Loretta Clawson and Dustin 

Hicks. Official oaths precede these minutes. 

SEATING OF TOWN COUNCIL 

The new Council members took their seats to move forward with the remainder of the organizational meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 

Mayor Brantz stated that in accordance with North Carolina General Statute, a Mayor Pro-Tempore was to be 

appointed during the organizational meeting of new Council. He then asked for nominations. Mr. Furgiuele 

nominated Ms. Clawson and stated that she had done a great job in her role as Mayor Pro-Tem and has previous 

experience of being Mayor for several terms and knows the office and its duties very well. Ms. Ulmer seconded this 

nomination. There were no other nominations. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION - L. MASON 

After being presented a resolution of appreciation for her service to the Town of Boone, Ms. Mason read the 

following statement: 

 

Thank you Boone Community for your confidence and trust in allowing me to serve our community over the 

past 18 years!  What an honor and privilege it has been.  I have enjoyed working with many community 

members, Council Members and Town Staff during my time on Council.  I have learned so much and appreciate 

our very dedicated town staff in making Council priorities happen.  During my time on Council I have strived to 

make decisions that are in the community’s best interest.   

 

I am proud of my record of accomplishments during my five terms.  As I reflect on the past 18 years, the 

accomplishments that I am most proud of include: adopting the Steep Slope Ordinance; securing the needed 3 

votes for the Town to purchase the Appalachian Theatre preserving this historic downtown landmark; protecting 

our neighborhoods to keep them desirable places to live; making Boone more walkable and bikeable through 

sidewalk, bike lane and greenway expansion including the greenway connector behind the high school; making 

skateboards and other human powered transportation allowed uses; initiating the fare free bus system for all 

community members; seeing the water intake project to completion to meet the future water needs of Boone; 

supporting community sustainability initiatives to address climate change; preserving green space and natural 

areas including Town Parks; adopting the urban forest plan to insure we maintain an adequate tree canopy, 

advocating for our local businesses, and cultivating more collaborative relations with ASU, Watauga County 

and other local governments. 

 

I wish the new council success as they continue the work to preserve and enhance the quality of life so unique 

to Boone.  Like many communities, Boone is growing, increasing by over 6000 residents since I was first 

elected. The challenges are great as the new Council balances responsible development while protecting our 
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community character, neighborhoods and natural resources amid the realities of climate change.   

 

This is not goodbye, as I will remain active in our community, and I am not closing the door to future 

opportunities to serve our great community, the community I have grown to love. 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION - M. ASHCRAFT 

Mr. Ashcraft echoed Ms. Mason's remarks about staff, and added that they were what made Council's work 

possible. Mr. Ashcraft hoped that members would listen to each other with respect, speak with restraint and 

remember that their first duty was to the citizens of  Boone. He also thanked his family for their support and 

tolerance during his time on Council. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD VACANCIES 

Mayor Brantz announced the following board vacancies: 

 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Two alternate positions 
 
COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
Four positions 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 
Four positions 
 
DOWNTOWN BOONE DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
One Board appointed position, One Council appointed position 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Two positions 
 
OUTSIDE AGENCY FUNDING REVIEW COMMITTEE 
One position 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
One position 
 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
Two positions 
 
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Two positions 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION - L. 

MASON 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted to approve the Resolution 

of Appreciation for Lynne Mason. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

SERVICE APPRECIATION RESOLUTION 
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WHEREAS, Lynne Mason has served this community well in numerous capacities during her time as 

Council Member; and, 

 

WHEREAS, this time of service has been marked by exemplary dedication to the best interest of the 

community as she has worked constantly for the betterment of its economic, cultural, and aesthetic 

development; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Town has benefitted greatly because of her particular interest and work in the areas 

of the Downtown Boone Development Authority, Transportation Committee, and Tourism Development 

Authority and,       

 

WHEREAS, through the performance of her duties and responsibilities as a member of the Town 

Council, she has made excellent and constructive contributions to municipal government in our Town; and, 

 

WHEREAS, she has earned the admiration and high regard of those with whom she has come into 

contact and the affection of her fellow public servants, who are proud to call her a friend; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council for the Town of Boone does 

hereby express our sincere appreciation and thanks, as well as that of our citizens to Lynne Mason for her 

distinguished service to the community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be given to Lynne Mason with 

sincere best wishes for continued success and many happy years ahead. 

 

Adopted by unanimous vote of the Town Council on the 17th day of December, 2019. 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Mayor Rennie Brantz 

 

________________________ 

Town Clerk 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION - M. 

ASHCRAFT 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted to approve the Resolution 

of Appreciation for Marshall Ashcraft. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

SERVICE APPRECIATION RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, Marshall Ashcraft has served this community well in numerous capacities during his 

time as Council Member; and, 

 

WHEREAS, this time of service has been marked by exemplary dedication to the best interest of the 

community as he has worked constantly for the betterment of its economic, cultural, and aesthetic development; 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Town has benefitted greatly because of his particular interest and work in the area of 

the Sustainability Committee; and,       

 

WHEREAS, through the performance of his duties and responsibilities as a member of the Town 

Council, he has made excellent and constructive contributions to municipal government in our Town; and, 
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WHEREAS, he has earned the admiration and high regard of those with whom he has come into 

contact and the affection of his fellow public servants, who are proud to call him a friend; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council for the Town of Boone does 

hereby express our sincere appreciation and thanks, as well as that of our citizens to Marshall Ashcraft for his 

distinguished service to the community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be given to Marshall Ashcraft 

with sincere best wishes for continued success and many happy years ahead. 

 

Adopted by unanimous vote of the Town Council on the 17th day of December, 2019. 

                                               

 

        ______________________________ 

        Mayor Rennie Brantz 

 

_________________________ 

Town Clerk 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, Council voted to approve the agenda. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No one was signed up to speak during public comment. 

APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon a motion by Ms. Ulmer, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, Council voted to approve the following items 

on the Consent Agenda: 

 

 1. Annual Meeting Notice 

 2. St. Patrick's Day Parade Ordinance 

 3. 2020 Rail Jam License Agreement 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

The public will take notice that the Boone Town Council holds its regularly scheduled meetings at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Council Chambers, 1500 Blowing Rock Road, Boone, NC, on the following dates: 

 

THIRD THURSDAY and the IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING TUESDAY OF EACH CALENDAR MONTH 

 

The Town Clerk shall provide notice each month of the deadline for submission of items requested to be placed on 

the agenda.  Such notice shall be posted on the Town’s website and on the Town’s principal bulletin board at least 

seven (7) calendar days in advance of the deadline.  No agenda item will be added for action after this time, unless 

approved by a unanimous vote of the Boone Town Council membership present. 

 

Agendas are posted on the Town Hall bulletin board.  Agendas and accompanying materials are also published to 

www.boonenc.iqm2.com as soon as prepared. 

 

NOTE: Special meetings are called as necessary and are posted and delivered to local news media forty-eight (48) 

hours in advance. 

 

http://www.boonenc.iqm2.com/


Minutes Town Council December 17, 2019 

Town of Boone Page 5   

Adopted: December 17, 2019 

 

Amended: 3/88, 3/90, 12/91, 9/98, 11/03, 12/09, 6/10, 3/14, 2/15, 12/15, 12/17, 4/18 
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COUNCIL MATTERS 

TOWN MANAGER UPDATE 

Mr. Ward updated Council on the following topics: 

 

1. EV Charger Installation: The new Level 2 charger and pedestal for Depot Street Parking has arrived. 
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Installation has begun and staff expects the charger to be operational by the end of this week. This 

charger will provide the ability to charge multiple electric vehicles in a dedicated parking space. 

 

2. Highway 194 Sidewalk: Public Works has now secured an encroachment agreement from the North 

Carolina Department of Transportation for sidewalk installation from East King Street to Perkinsville 

Drive. Construction is expected to begin in the spring of 2020. Also, staff expects easement 

descriptions and exhibits for the Hawk Signal crossing by the end of the month.  

 

3. Leaf Pick-up: The Facilities Maintenance Department has collected 125 tons of leaves from October 

14th through December 13th. Collection routes were scheduled to end December 13th, but will 

continue this week due to bad weather last week. 

 

4. Christmas Tree Pickup Notice: The Town of Boone Facilities Maintenance Division will pick up 

Christmas trees for Town of Boone residents beginning Thursday, January 2, 2020 through 

Wednesday, January 17, 2020. Trees need to be placed curbside on your regular garbage collection day 

and be free of decorations, wire and nails. 

 

5. CDBG and AIA Grants: applications were submitted to the respective State agency boards for 

consideration at the end of September. Updates will be provided as more information becomes 

available 

 

6. Charles and Gladys Street Water Storage Tank Rehabilitation: Weather permitting, project 

construction will begin on April 1, 2020. 

 

7. Permit Update: Staff issued 422 building permits last year, 289 zoning permits for a total monetary 

value of $96,378,206. This year, staff issued 666 building permits and 425 zoning permits for a total of 

191,948,360 in public and private investment. Mr. Ward indicated that in addition to dealing with that 

kind of volume, staff was able to complete 44 Council initiated projects in addition to serving the 

largest amount of committees. 

 

8. Tree Update: Mr. Ward indicated that Public Works staff had planted at total of 64 trees around town, 

and were planning for additional planting at the Bolick property and along the Greenway. According to 

his calculations, Mr. Ward believed that the new plantings would result in approximately 194 tons in 

carbon offset. 

 

9. Howard Street Project: Mr. Ward announced that the Appalachian Regional Commission grant that 

staff had worked with the HCCOG on was recommended for a $300,000 allocation. He added that he 

had just completed the paperwork this afternoon for USDA funding, and that as staff obtained details 

on the required financial analysis, those details would be brought back to Council. He noted that he 

hoped the project would be placed out to bid in the spring. 

TOWN ATTORNEY UPDATE 

Ms. Meade noted that she would have an update in January to include ethics matters for new Council members. 

BOARD LIAISON REPORT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson reported that the Christmas Parade was excellent and that both Cultural Resources 

Director Mark Freed and Downtown Boone Development Coordinator Lane Moody did a good job. She added 

that she was grateful to have the opportunity to serve on Town Council for a 7th term and that she would not 

have ran again if she did not believe she could be of service to the Town and she looked forward to the next 

four years. Mayor Brantz announced that the Historic Preservation Committee was finishing up historic 

guidelines. Mr. Furgiuele reported that the Community Appearance Commission was still working on 

downtown design standards and that they were close to finishing their work and commended staff. Ms. Ulmer 

reported that the AppalCart board was preparing for a celebration for their 2 millionth rider this month. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 

p.m. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


