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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order electronically at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 

18, 2020. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Loretta Clawson, Sam 

Furgiuele, Connie Ulmer, Nancy LaPlaca and Dustin Hicks. Staff present included Town Manager John Ward, 

Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Planning Director Jane Shook, Public Works Director Rick Miller, Finance Director 

Amy Davis, Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator Lane 

Moody, Human Resources Director Dale Presnell, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Cultural Resources Director Mark 

Freed, Deputy Public Works Director Josh Eller and Police Chief Andy Le Beau. Town Attorney Allison Meade 

was also present.  

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Pam Williamson of Boone spoke regarding what she viewed as an agenda item attempting to limit discussion and 

agenda items put forward by Council members. She noted that the agenda item submitted by Ms. LaPlaca seeked to 

"set parameters of Council discussion", which Ms. Williamson believed to be in response to an op-ed written by 

Tom Meyer of the Watauga Democrat. She added that the item was an attempt to get members to keep their 

questions and comments to a minimum because Ms. LaPlaca believed it would make Council more effective and 

efficient. Ms. Williamson took this as an attempt to suppress opposing voices, debate, ideas, questions, minority 

views and rights. She had concerns with the request to require members to gain approval behind closed doors from 

other members before moving forward with an agenda item, and believed the process would actually be less 

efficient than the current process. Ms. Williamson felt that the suggestion to limit the time a member could ask or 

respond to questions limited new and minority ideas, and demanded Council member negotiations out of the public 

view which was the opposite of what the public elected members to do. She pleaded with members to reject the 

suppressive and unnecessary proposal  and get back to the people's business.  

 

Michael Davis, Student Body President at ASU expressed frustration and disappointment regarding the conduct of 

some of the ASU student population attending parties during the pandemic. He stated that he would like to see each 

participating student be given a citation, he understood the limitations of the Boone Police Department.  Mr. Davis 

added that while he was concerned that officers may be going too easy on students, he looked forward to having 

dialogue with them and hearing all sides of the story. He added that he was proud of the University's response to a 

recent Delta Ki party on King Street which resulted in the immediate removal of the organization from campus. Mr. 

Davis ended by saying that he looked forward to working with Boone Police Department, ASU Police Department, 

SGA and the Town of Boone to stop these parties from happening.  

 

Adam Zebzda, SGA Director of External Affairs asked for members' support on Council Matters Item 4 - Resolution 

to Encourage ASU Student Involvement in Town Governance, but stated that in light of recent situations, the health 

and safety of the Boone community should be placed in the forefront. He noted that since move-in day on August 

10, there had been numerous large gatherings hosted by students, including a 200-person house party on King Street. 

Mr. Zebzda believed these happenings not only showed a complete disregard for the law, but more importantly 

human life. On behalf of the SGA, he stated that actions compromising the health of the Town would not be 

tolerated. Mr. Zebzda acknowledged that the SGA has historically been used to only represent the student voice, but 

believed this approach was no longer feasible. He reiterated that the SGA would be working with Boone and 

University police to initiate a community wide education campaign on Covid-19 safety, while holding everyone 

accountable. Mr. Zebzda added that even though the University was experiencing budget shortfalls, their funding far 

exceeded that of the Town, and believed that it must act proactively to  address current issues. He added that they 

would be continuing to pressure the Office of Student Affairs and Student Conduct to hold students responsible 

when they compromise the well-being of the student body and overall community. Mr. Zebzda ended by stating that 

the SGA has repeatedly asked what the Town could do for them, and tonight they welcomed mutual cooperation and 

progress.  

REQUESTED APPEARANCES 
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GEORGE SANTUCCI - NEW RIVER CONSERVANCY 

Mr. Santucci shared a presentation with highlighted updates on projects New River Conservancy was working 

on in collaboration with the Town which included: South Fork New River Restoration Phase II, Winkler's Creek 

Plan, and the Boone Creek Daylighting. A copy of the presentation may be viewed at 

http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx . In regards to the Bolick Farm property and the restoration of 

the New River there, Mr. Furgiuele stated that it was his impression that the Town had previously granted a 

permanent easement to certain areas of the property, which Mr. Ward confirmed. Mr. Miller noted that the 

easement was contingent on the area that was unused for the municipal complex, and that plans for that had 

been holding the easement up. It was Mr. Miller's opinion that no further action was needed in terms of a 

conservation easement. Mr. Ward added that Council would be reviewing the municipal complex site plan on 

Thursday. Updates were given on the Winkler's Creek Plan, as well as the Boone Creek Daylighting. Mr. 

Furgiuele asked about plans for an AppalCART pull-off area on Rivers Street, with Mr. Santucci responding 

that he believed that option to still be on the table. Mr. Santucci announced the following in grant funding: 

South Fork Restoration Project: $275,000 from the Clean Water Trust Fund, $100,000 from the Town of Boone, 

$100,000 from Watauga County; Winkler's Creek Project: $36,000 Clean Water Trust Fund, $10,000 from the 

Town of Boone, $20,000 from the 205J Program; Boone Creek Daylighting: $35,000 from Clean Water Trust 

Fund, $30,000 (matched funds) from the Division of Water Resources. Mayor Brantz asked about the timeline 

for completion for these three projects. Mr. Santucci answered that the South Fork project would move the 

fastest, being completed by the end of next summer. He added that the Winkler's Creek project was on about the 

same timeline, and that the Boone Creek Daylighting project designs should be completed by December. 

Implementation monies would be applied for in February, and if the funds were received, construction would 

begin in early 2022.  

TIFFANY WILLIAMS - WESTERN YOUTH NETWORK 

Ms. Williams of the Western Youth Network, along with Ella Carroll gave a presentation regarding the creation 

of a youth council. A complete copy of the presentation can be viewed online at 

http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx . Ms. LaPlaca stated that she hoped Ms. Carroll would also 

consider becoming involved in the Sustainability Committee. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson thanked Ms. Carroll and 

offered her assistance. Ms. Ulmer thanked Ms. Carroll and reminded her that she was working with the entire 

Council and not just one member. Ms. Carroll added that it was her hope that if an issue arose that Council 

would like student input on that they would contact her. Mr. Hicks echoed his thanks and stated that he looked 

forward to something like this existing. Ms. Williams noted that students would be checking agendas to keep 

updated on the topics being discussed at meetings. Ms. Ulmer asked whether the youth council would be 

working with ASU, with Ms. Carroll responded that there could be a partnership in the future.  

STEPHEN MCCREERY 

Mr. McCreery asked members to consider how some members of the public were blocking store fronts and 

sidewalks with sales racks in some cases to the point where pedestrians could not safely pass. He stated that he 

had witnessed this for sometime, and that he believed that the situation was more dire now during the pandemic. 

Mr. McCreery recalled last year when Council relaxed Chapter 96 of the Town Code to allow sales racks on the 

side walk, while doing so without threatening public safety with a minimum of four feet of sidewalk clear and 

unimpeded for pedestrians. He stated that by CDC guidelines during a pandemic, six feet was considered the 

standard for social distancing and that four feet did not seem very safe to him. Mr. McCreery also questioned 

how the Town was defining obstructions in regards to this ordinance for example, sales racks that made it 

difficult to support the practice of social distancing with or without a mask on. He noted that he had often been 

forced off the sidewalk in the street because of the sales racks blocking sidewalks. Mr. McCreery believed that 

with students returning in the fall, COVID-19 cases were guaranteed to increase over the coming weeks and 

believed that it was the Town's responsibility to set an example for everyone which he believed meant 

suspending sidewalk sales during the pandemic or at least adjusting he Town's emergency pandemic plan to 

accommodate the safety of all. Ms. Meade was unsure whether there was a public health threat from walking by 
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somebody at less than six feet, but noted that Council had the power to make changes in that respect, if it 

wished to do so. Mr. Furgiuele was logged out of the meeting at 6:56 p.m. He logged back in at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to increase the distance referenced in Chapter 96.02 to six feet during the duration 

of the emergency order to be consistent with the social distancing guidelines, and to try to make merchants 

aware that the passage area initially included employees being stationed to observe the sales.Mayor Pro-Tem 

Clawson seconded the motion. Ms. Meade asked whether Council planned to treat restaurant tables, and outdoor 

dining tables, the same as sales racks, and sales persons. She noted that across from Mast General Store, there 

were two restaurants, at least that had placed tables on the sidewalk, and did not think a person could walk 

between those tables with six foot clearance on either side. It seemed to Mr. Ward that Council would have to 

apply this to outdoor dining as well, which he believed would negatively affect those two restaurants in 

particular. Mr. Furgiuele stated that he for special provisions for restaurants to be able to have tables in their 

parking areas and on the sidewalks if there was enough space. But, he added that public safety had to be the 

preeminent concern. Mr. Furgiuele believed the change should be applied across the board. Ms. Ulmer asked 

members to think about how this should be stated since people had grown used to things being the way they 

were, and noted that the rules should be made clear. Ms. Meade asked whether Mr. Furgiuele was asking for a 

revised state of emergency declaration, and if so, she noted that there were new notice requirements under state 

law, and that the release may be delayed an extra day or two. Ms. LaPlaca suggested that Council delay the vote 

on this until Thursday to allow Ms. Meade to draft the amended language and to invite Ms. Moody to 

participate in the discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

CONSIDERATION OF CASES HEARD AT THE JULY 27, 2020 PUBLIC HEARING 

Case PL03943-060520 & Case PL03944-060520 Clawson General Use Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Mr. Furgiuele asked whether when the previous Town Council did its massive review of the properties which 

were identified as underdeveloped or inconsistently zoned, if there was a recommendation or decision made on 

these particular properties. Ms. Shook responded that these  properties did come up in discussion though they 

were not initially identified. As Council went through the map, they were discussed and Council made a 

recommendation not to take any action or make any recommended changes, because they felt like the property 

owners would come in and make those requests for zoning changes in the future. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson then 

made a motion which was seconded by Mr. Furgiuele that the proposed amendments to the Town’s zoning map 

were consistent with the Town’s comprehensive plan and any other adopted plan(s) of the Town that are 

applicable because they  complied with: 1.1 Overall Objectives for the Boone Comprehensive Plan Community 

Appearance and Community Character: Blend the built environment with the natural, scenic, and historic 

character of a High Country small town. Especially discourage commercial strip development, cluttered 

signage, and “cheap” apartment buildings. Economic Development: Acknowledge the area’s natural beauty, 

university, and medical center presence as the Town’s greatest assets for economic development and jobs 

creation. Treat them accordingly. Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.1.1 Economic Development D.1.Evaluate 

development regulations for amendments providing flexibility in the renovation and redevelopment of existing 

structures and sites. E.1 Continue to look for ways to make development regulations and permit procedures 

more predictable and timely. Evaluate opportunities for administrative review and permit issuance for 

development projects which, due to their small size or relatively minor impacts, may not require review by a 

formal public commission or board. Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.3.2 Community Character 

B. Multiple and appropriate adaptive reuse of historic resources shall be encouraged. 

E. New development, redevelopment and rehabilitation of structures and sites shall occur in a manner which is 

consistent with the neighborhood and architectural context of the immediate area, and supportive, whenever 

possible, of Boone’s original community character as a High Country small town. Comprehensive Plan Policy 
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2.3.3 Housing & Neighborhoods H. The overall housing unit density for proposed infill residential development 

or redevelopment should be compatible with the average density of existing areas. Mr. Furgiuele offered a 

friendly amendment that Council also cite the comprehensive plan policy 2.3.3 F. The affordable housing needs 

of area residents, particularly elderly and low to moderate income residents, shall be recognized in Town 

policies and actions regarding residential development, because he felt these were adjacent to low to moderate 

income housing projects, and that the projects that had been built next to this property had also been built in 

compliance with the Town's family oriented housing, which puts an emphasis on affordable housing needs for 

families. The amendment was accepted and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson made a second motion to approve the proposed amendment to the town's zoning map 

and believes the approval was reasonable and in the public interest because the rezoning would conform the 

overall completion of the properties of what currently existed and complement the surrounding area. Ms. Ulmer 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Case PL03979-061620 Watauga Medical Center Conditional District Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Ms. Shook presented this case and reported that the planning commission recommended approval. Mr. 

Furgiuele indicated that  he believed several members of Council and maybe all of Council were contacted by 

representatives of the Health System about this requirement and to express concern about the cost of putting in a 

Greenway. He stated that there was a suggestion that if the Town installed its own Greenway essentially in 

compliance with the duly adopted alternative transportation plans and Greenway plan, that the Health System 

would make a cash contribution. He then asked whether fee in lieu was available for a situation like this. Ms. 

Shook indicated that the program was not available for this program. Mr. Furgiuele asked about the Town's 

position regarding the value of the developer installing a sidewalk instead of a Greenway. Mr. Ward felt that it 

would be quite valuable and that the value in the connection would be fully realized when the two greenways 

met up and one could go all the way by foot into Blowing Rock. He added that in most any other situation, staff 

would recommend to the Town Council to make this Greenway a requirement and make it at the cost of the 

developer, but he believed there may be some potential options to partner with the hospital in order to 

accomplish this work because it was such a valuable connection. Mr. Furgiuele asked to hear from staff on any 

concerns they might have. Mr. Ward noted that he had concerns about the Town taking on the construction of 

this project due to the number of projects the Town Council had already asked a fairly small staff to take on. He 

suggested that Council could redirect staff to reprioritize their projects or require that the hospital install the 

greenway themselves. Ms. Meade clarified that she did believe the Town could require as a condition that the 

hospital build the Greenway at its expense. However, she noted that any condition agreed under a conditional 

district had to be agreed in writing by the applicant. Mr. Furgiuele felt that Council did not yet have enough 

information to be able to give a specific statement of what the Town could and should allocate. Mr. Furgiuele 

asked how much was currently in the sidewalk fund. Mr. Ward answered that there was currently $226,998 in 

the fund. Ms. LaPlaca asked if Mr. Ward saw a way to cooperate with the hospital to get this project completed 

without Town staff taking on too much extra work. Mr. Ward answered that if the site was prepared, grading 

was completed, and a base was done, that staff might be able to come back and help with the paving of the 

Greenway. He added that he was concerned with unknown costs and the fact that the monies in the sidewalk 

fund were already allocated to other projects. Mr. Hudspeth stated that since the beginning of the project, the 

hospital had offered to dedicate a Greenway easement being a full 10 feet of width to the Town at an estimated 

value of approximately $250,000. He indicated that COVID-19 had been a huge issue for the hospital, resulting 

in a huge financial hit for the hospital. Mr. Hudspeth stated that the hospital was limited in where they could go 

in terms of funding without jeopardizing its bond rating and having to pay a higher interest rate. He noted that 

since the project would probably not be completed until 2022, the Town would not need to spend money 

immediately. Mr. Furgiuele indicated that he supported the idea of contributing excess money and future money 

that came from Powell Bill funding or from the sidewalk fee in lieu program to this project. Mr. Ward 
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suggested an additional option involving the allocation of additional funding out of the general fund to 

supplement Powell Bill funding. He suggested that he work with Mr. Miller and Ms. Davis to bring back a 

funding model that allowed for the allocation of a percentage of the additional money used for repair, 

maintenance and paving of roads and to use a portion from this year and a portion that would be budgeted next 

year to contribute to the project. Mr. Ward added that it would take approximately two years to get to half the 

amount needed. Mr. Miller suggested that Council should request as a condition the grant of a 20 foot easement, 

which would be centered on a 10 foot asphalt path. Mr. Mangas stated that there were portions of the Greenway 

that encroached on the right away, so in essence, a portion of the Greenway was actually in the public area. He 

added that it was the hospital’s position that it was not necessary to dedicate a full 20 foot width easement, and 

asked Council to consider instead that the hospital accommodate the entirety of the width of the Greenway, on 

the private property, and that for any areas that required more signage, the hospital would add additional space 

to accommodate. Ms. Meade questioned whether this item could be deferred until the September meetings so 

that more specific information could be provided as to location and cost. Mr. Deal responded that the hospital 

was comfortable with the language discussed and stated that they did not want to delay since they were on a 

time delay. Ms. Meade suggested that if Council was inclined to proceed tonight, that they could vote to give 

her direction to do so, then break to confer with staff and draft text.  It was the consensus of Council to proceed 

in this manner. 

 

Mayor Brantz declare a break at 8:18 p.m. Council reconvened at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson made a motion to table this matter until later in the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Ms. Ulmer and carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT TEXT FOR CASE PL04085-072720 CREATION OF E4 

EDUCATIONAL DISTRICT 

Case PL04085-072720 Creation of E4 Educational District 

 

Ms. Shook presented the draft language for the creation of an educational district and noted that staff had agreed 

to present the case to Council prior to the hearing at which the case would be heard. Mr. Furgiuele stated that 

without a transitional zone he was uncomfortable with the height that was described in the text. Ms. Shook 

noted that there was not much guidance from Council regarding the standards, and if Council wanted to have 

discussion with the University regarding height, representatives were on the call. Mr. Caters indicated that the 

plan for that particular parcel was only one story. Mr. Furgiuele stated that he would like to see the draft 

amended with a limitation of two stories rather than three as it was written. 

CONSIDERATION OF CHILD CARE & SIMILAR SERVICES SUMMARY REPORT 

Ms. Shook presented a summary report on child care and similar services and indicated that staff would be 

working with those that needed to come in and get a change of occupancy building permit so that they could 

stay compliant with the Town's guidelines. She indicated that staff's goal, along with the goal of the Children's 

Council, was to make sure that each facility was operating compliantly and legally. Ms. Shook added that this 

information would be shared with the Children's Council as they guided people on opening child day cares. Ms. 

LaPlaca thanked Ms. Shook and staff for putting this together. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION TO ENCOURAGE ASU STUDENT 

INVOLVEMENT IN TOWN GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Ward presented Council with a draft resolution to encourage ASU student involvement in Town 

government. Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted 
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unanimously to approve the resolution as presented. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF UDO ARTICLE 2 ADMINISTRATIVE MECHANISMS 

REVIEW 

Ms. Shook presented Council with draft text to amend Article 2 of the UDO which would create student 

positions on the CAC and HPC, as well as some other minor revisions including revisions to the term limits on 

the BOA, reductions to the membership of CAC and HPC memberships and the removal of Council members as 

voting members of the HPC. Mr. Furgiuele was logged out of the meeting at 8:44 p.m. He logged back in at 

8:44 p.m. Ms. Shook noted minor corrections that staff would need to make to correct inconsistencies in text on 

page 138 of the meeting packet and 144 of the meeting packet. Mr. Furgiuele then made a motion to approve 
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the text with the changes suggested by Ms. Shook. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson and 

carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF AGREEMENT - MCGILL ASSOCIATES, PA 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted to approve the agreement 

with McGill and associates as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION OF CDBG-I DECK HILL TANK PLAN 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to approve the CDBG-I 

Deck Hill Tank Plan and the accompanying resolutions. 

DISCUSSION OF ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER IN BOONE'S TOWN COUNCIL 

MEETINGS 

Mayor Brantz addressed the next two agenda items together. He stated that there had been some observations in 

the last few years that Robert's Rules were outdated. As a result, he stated that he would like for Council to 

begin a discussion of operating procedures to develop more efficient procedures and Rules of Order to make 

meetings more productive. Ms LaPlaca suggested that Council have limited discussion similar to members of 

the legislature and most deliberative bodies. In the interest of making sure that all voices were heard, she 

proposed a round robin style discussion, with five to seven minutes of discussion per member. Ms. LaPlaca 

added that if people did not want to talk, they were free to pass. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson felt that the way the 

meeting had gone tonight was wonderful, when everyone asked permission from the Mayor to speak and waited 

their turn. She added that discussion on items such as women's suffrage and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 

took longer than 7 minutes, and was concerned about placing a time limit on discussion. In terms of the 

previous suggestion of having the support of two Council members before an item could be place on the 

agenda, Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson added that she was not in favor of that requirement. Mr. Furgiuele stated that 

tonight and prior Town Councils had not always followed Robert's Rules to the tee. He believed that 

discussions among Council members often led to better outcomes and strongly disagreed with a time limit on 

discussion. Mr. Furgiuele added that these suggestions had consequences that Council needed to fully explore 

and think through before taking action because they had impacts on the community. He agreed with the Mayor 

Pro Tem, that it was much more orderly to ask for permission to speak from the Mayor, and noted that should 

have been happening all along. Ms. Ulmer was concerned with trying to place a time limit on discussion. 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED TOWN COUNCIL MEETING GUIDELINES 

REQUEST TO TEMPORARILY HOLD FORMATION OF THE "POLICE 

COMMITTEE" 

Mr. Furiguele asked that Council table this item until September when Pastor Hunt was available to make his 

promised proposal for formation of the committee, and since only he and Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson had 

prepared nominations for the committee. Mr. Hicks responded that he was unaware the nominations were 

supposed to be sent in via email and that he was prepared to share his verbally. He also suggested bringing in an 

expert from the Immigrant Justice Coalition for input as well. Upon a motion by Ms. Ulmer, seconded by Mr. 

Furgiuele, Council voted to hold discussion of the formation of the "police committee" until September when 

Rev. Hunt could be available. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Ms. Meade brought back draft text for the Watauga Medical Center Condition District Zoning Map Amendment 

previously discussed. Mr. Furgiuele was logged out of the meeting at 9:42 p.m. He logged back in at 9:43 p.m. 

Mr. Ward announced that he had just received an email that ASU had identified a cluster of 11 active COVID-

19. Ms. Meade noted that the applicant agreed as a condition of approval of its conditional district application 

that it would at its expense, design and construct a Greenway along the length of the subject property that 

adjoined Deerfield Road, ending at a northerly terminus at the intersection of Deerfield Road and State Farm 

Road and further agrees as follows: The Greenway shall consist of a 10 foot asphalt paver multimodal path with 

retaining walls as necessary, a minimum of five foot separation between the asphalt path and the pavement of 

Deerfield Road, and areas for the Town to install signage per acre below, all of those improvements being 

called the Greenway. She added that the Greenway shall be subject to approval by the land use administrator 

and designed and constructed according to Town standards and that the applicant shall grant to the Town 

easements for three by five areas selected by the Town for installation of Town signs; The number and 
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placement of such signs shall be determined by the Town at its sole discretion, giving reasonable regard for 

elements of the applicants development; The applicant shall grant to the Town an easement for the Greenway 

that was not located in the Town's right away of an area up to 18 foot wide and shall be non exclusive to the 

extent that the applicant shall retain the right to use the easement area in ways that were not inconsistent with its 

use as a Greenway; Such uses would include underground utilities, landscaping and signage; This Greenway 

shall replace sidewalks in that section along Deerfield Road where a sidewalk already exists, except insofar as 

sidewalk connectors may be needed to be retained to serve pedestrian crossings and traffic signals. In response 

to a question by Mr. Furgiuele, Ms. Meade responded that in terms of funding, there was a gentleman's 

agreement that the Town would fund the Greenway in the amount of $125,000. Mr. Furgiuele then made a 

motion that the proposed amendment to the Town zoning map is consistent with the Town's comprehensive 

plan and other adopted plans of the Town with the conditions offered by the Planning Commission, and with the 

agreement in terms of the Greenway as specified by the Town Attorney as presented and with a five year 

vesting period because it is consistent with comprehensive planning policies Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.1.1 

Economic Development B. New and expanding industries and businesses shall be encouraged which: 1) 

diversify the local economy, 2) train and use a skilled labor force and 3) increase area residents’ incomes. 

K. Boone shall identify and provide services consistent with the needs of the area’s growing retiree population. 

Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.2.1 Transportation 

N. Street patterns shall be designed so as to define the limits of the neighborhood, accentuate focal points and 

interesting vistas, allow convenient circulation within the neighborhood and provide multiple, alternative outlets 

from the area to adjoining neighborhoods and /or major streets. Particular attention shall be given to 

avoid designs that provide convenient “cut-through” traffic opportunities B.B.2. Continue to implement 

sidewalk construction throughout Boone in accordance with the Boone Walkways Long Range Plan (1995 

Boone – Blowing Rock Alternative Transportation Plan). Actively pursue available funding opportunities. 

B.B.4. Explore funding options for alternative transportation projects throughout Town. Options could include a 

city-wide vehicle registration fee, earmarking property taxes for alternative transportation improvements, and 

seeking grant funding opportunities from federal, state and private organizations. D.D.1. Construct additional 

turning lanes at intersections where traffic is backed-up during peak traffic times. G.G.1. Evaluate and amend 

site plan standards to include provisions for transit stops, sidewalks and pedestrian ways, bikeways and secure 

bicycle storage. Case PL03979-061620 Watauga Medical Center Conditional District Zoning Map Amendment 

24 G.G.2. Construct transit stops with covered passenger shelters to encourage ridership. 

G.G.3. Construct, where possible, bus stop pull-out areas or lanes to avoid holding up traffic along traffic 

corridors. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson seconded the motion which carried unanimously. He then made a second 

motion that the Town council approves the proposed amendment to the Town's zoning map with the conditions 

which had been outlined and believes that approval is reasonable and in the public interest because 

neighborhood concerns and access to the neighborhood had been taken into consideration and that expansion of 

the hospital and the updating of the hospital was something that the whole community had a stake in. Mayor 

Pro-Tem Clawson seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF CREATION OF POLICE COMMITTEE 

CLOSED SESSION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Council voted unanimously to enter into closed session at 

10:00 p.m. pursuant to: 

 

1. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the attorney-

client privilege between the attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal advice, consider and/or give 

instructions to the attorney concerning one or more potential legal claims. 

2. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the attorney-

client privilege between the attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal advice, consider and/or give 

instructions to the attorney concerning the two lawsuits between the Town of Boone and Watauga County. 
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3. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the attorney-

client privilege between the attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal advice, consider and/or give 

instructions to the attorney concerning the two lawsuits between the Town of Boone and Watauga County. 

4. N.C.Gen.Stat.§143.318.11 (a)(5), to establish, or to instruct the public body's staff or negotiating agents 

concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (I) the price and other material 

terms of a contract or proposed contract for the acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or lease 

(PIN 2910-70-7453-000). 

5. N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(6), To consider the qualifications, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or 

prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge or grievance by or against an 

individual public officer or employee. 

 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to exit closed 

session at 10:54 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 

10:55 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


