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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order electronically at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 13, 

2021. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Connie Ulmer, Sam 

Furgiuele, Dustin Hicks, Nancy LaPlaca, and Virginia Roseman. Staff members present included Town Manager 

John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Finance Director Amy Davis,  Public Works Director Rick Miller, 

Sustainability and Special Projects Manager George Santucci, Intern Adam Zebzda, Planning Director Jane Shook, 

Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Director Lane Moody, Police Chief 

Andy Le Beau, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Cultural Resources Director Mark Freed, and Human Resources Director 

Dale Presnell. Town Attorney Allison Meade was also in attendance. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Ward thanked staff for their professionalism during recent difficult events in the community. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Mr. Ward suggested adding one requested appearance, Pastor Reggie Hunt, to give a brief update of the Police 

Committee. Ms. Roseman made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Ms. LaPlaca seconded the motion. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Roseman, LaPlaca, Hicks, Furgiuele 

   Nay: None 

   Absent: Ulmer 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No one was signed up to speak during public comment. 

REQUESTED APPEARANCES 

Reggie Hunt gave an update of the Police Committee and announced an upcoming meeting next week. He indicated 

that the committee would be focusing on what Chief Le Beau was already implementing within the department. Ms. 

LaPlaca asked whether Rev. Hunt would be working with the department on the upcoming Police Forum, which 

Rev. Hunt answered that the committee would be. Mr. Furgiuele asked how many people Rev. Hunt thought would 

participate in the committee and indicated that he had concerns with the changing of the format. Rev. Hunt 

anticipated that 8-10 people would participate. He added that the concept had not changed as much as the initial 

steps, and believed that awareness had risen due to the recent deaths of two officers in April. Mr. Furgiuele 

responded that he did not have any dissatisfaction with the police, and did not want to see the idea of the committee 

get lost. Mr. Hicks noted that since he was resigning at the end of the month, it would be prudent to nominate 

another Council representative. Mr. Furgiuele suggested waiting until the regular August meeting to appoint a 

second representative. 

ADOPTION OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

following items on the consent agenda: 

 

1. Resolution Accepting American Rescue Act Funds 

 

 

Town of Boone Resolution for Accepting American Rescue Plan Act Funds 

WHEREAS, the Town of Boone is eligible for funding from the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery 

Funds of H.R. 1319 American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (CSLRF). 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly will provide for the distribution of funds to eligible North 

Carolina municipalities; and  

WHEREAS, before receiving a payment, the Town Council is required to formally accept the CSLRF funds;  

WHEREAS, revenue received under the CSLRF must only be spent for purposes authorized by the CSLRF, and 

applicable regulations, and by state law;  
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WHEREAS, revenue received under the CSLRF must be accounted for in a separate fund and not co-mingled with 

other revenue for accounting purposes; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Boone must comply with all applicable budgeting, accounting, contracting, reporting, and 

other compliance requirements for CSLRF funds.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Boone that we do hereby accept 

and request CSLRF funding to be distributed by the State of North Carolina; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Boone affirms that the CSLRF revenue will only be used for the 

purposes prescribed in the CSLRF, and in US Treasury guidance in 31 CFR, Part 35, and any applicable regulations, 

and in accordance with state law; and  

FUTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Boone will comply with procedures created by the North Carolina 

General Assembly and the US Treasury Department to receive funds under the act; and  

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Boone will account for CSLRF in a separate fund and not co-mingle it 

with other revenues for accounting purposes and will comply with all applicable federal and state budgeting, 

accounting, contracting, reporting, and other compliance requirements for CSLRF funds; and  

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Boone designates and directs the Town Manager 

to take all actions necessary on behalf of the town council to receive the CSLRF funds. 

 

 

 

ADOPTED, this the ___
 
day of ______, 20___.  

____________________________________ 

Rennie Brantz, Mayor 

____________________________________ 

Town Clerk 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

FY 21/22 OUTSIDE AGENCY FUNDING ALLOCATIONS 

Mr. Ward announced that this year, the Town of Boone was able to expand funding due to receipt of American 

Rescue Act Funds. He noted that requests from Daniel Boone Native Gardens, Watauga County Parks and 

Recreation, and the Watauga County Humane Society were not eligible to receive these funds. Mr. Furgiuele 

recommended allocating approximately 90% of last year's allocations to most agencies. He suggested funding 

and in-kind services be allocated to the Daniel Boone Native Gardens since they are located on Town of Boone 

property. Mr. Furgiuele indicated that he then rounded up or down accordingly. Mr. Hicks suggested 

reorganizing the amounts to fund the Children's Playhouse at the amount requested since the funding was a dire 

need for them. Ms. LaPlaca agreed. Mr. Ward suggested removing funds that were not eligible for American 

Recovery Act Funds to allow for the full funding of the Children's Playhouse. Mr. Furgiuele believed it was 

important for the Town to fund Parks and Recreation at least nominally to show its support. Mr. Furgiuele did 

not believe that organizations should be allocated more than they asked for, and that any excess funds should be 

held in reserves for any additional requests that come up. Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to approve the 

allocations he presented with the increase to the Children's Playhouse to $16,366, and to direct staff to come 

back with proposals for alternative methods for funding organizations that did not qualify for the usage of 

American Rescue Act Funds. Ms. Roseman seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

 

Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture $24,000.00  

Children’s Playhouse $16,366.00  

Community Care Clinic $34,000.00  

Daniel Boone Native Gardens $ -    

Friends of the Watauga County Public Library $5,000.00  

Hospitality House $41,000.00  

Hunger and Health Coalition $24,000.00  

LIFE Village $5,000.00  

Mountain Alliance $13,000.00  

OASIS $21,000.00  

Southern Appalachian Historical Association $22,000.00  
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WAMY Community Action, Inc. $9,000.00  

Watauga Food Council $5,000.00  

Watauga Humane Society $ -    

Watauga County Parks and Recreation $  -    

Watauga County Project on Aging $  1,000.00  

Western Youth Network $13,000.00  

Total $233,366.00  

 

Available Funding: $234,000.00 

OPTIONS FOR POSSIBLE NON-DISCRIMINATION ORDINANCE 

Ms. Meade presented a memo containing potential options for a possible additional non-discrimination 

ordinance. The memo provided background surrounding what federal and state law already regulated in terms 

of discrimination in employment, public accommodations, and housing, and included suggestions about the 

possibility of an ordinance that would regulate systematic, recurrent or consistent discrimination. Ms. Meade 

referenced the ordinance that Council passed a number of months ago that announced the Town Council's 

aspiration for an inclusive and non-discriminatory community, and committed the Town with respect to its own 

operations to non-discrimination and equity for all. She presented Council with several examples of anti-

discrimination measures approved by other communities that would regulate discriminatory behavior by private 

persons and businesses. She indicated that the State Fair Housing Authority was charged with enforcing federal 

housing laws, and noted that some larger cities had human relations commissions or other departments that 

handled enforcement on a local level. Ms. Meade stated that if a human relations committee was created in 

Boone, that the Town Attorney's office would need to be involved with investigations and to help make sure the 

process was fair and followed the ordinance and due process requirements. Mr. Ward raised concerns with 

staffing such a committee, citing heavy work-loads throughout Town departments. Council member Hicks 

believed it was a good idea for staff to research what other Towns of similar size were doing in terms of human 

relations commissions. Following brief discussion, it was the consensus of Council to charge the Town 

Attorney with contacting a number of local human relations commissions that were of similar size to Boone and 

come back to Council to discuss those findings  

CLIMATE CHANGE PRESENTATION 

Ms. LaPlaca presented a Power Point regarding climate change. A complete copy of the presentation may be 

viewed online at http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx . 

CONSIDERATION OF CHANGES TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT'S RULES OF 

PROCEDURE 

Ms. Meade presented changes to the Board of Adjustment's rules of procedure, and noted that the changes were 

approved by the Board of Adjustment at its most recent meeting. Mr. Furgiuele expressed concerns regarding 

number 26 of the proposed language regarding the service of subpoenas, and did not believe that the language 

provided adequate time. He asked that in reference to section 50 of the proposed language, an announcement be 

made at the beginning of Board of Adjustment meetings that the Board would first hold a public hearing and 

that it was possible that the public hearing would have to be reopened for additional testimony if questions were 

raised in the course of deliberations. Mr. Furgiuele then asked if there was a mechanism for how contested 

issues were resolved in regards to section 78 of the proposed language. Ms. Meade responded that the Chair's 

announcement at the beginning of each hearing could be modified as Mr. Furgiuele suggested, but did not 

believe it should be included in the rules of procedure. With respect to the service of subpoenas and 

intervention, Ms. Meade indicated that the most fair thing to do in her opinion would be to allow a very short 

window for intervention, and suggested 48 hours in advance of a public hearing. In response to Mr. Furgiuele's 

third concern, Ms. Meade stated that she did not feel it was necessary to repeat in the language that a majority 

vote of the Board was needed when there was a disagreement among members. Mr. Furgiuele suggested adding 

in a sentence that provided that any contested issues of fact would be resolved by majority vote. Upon a motion 

by______ seconded by ______, Council voted unanimously to approve the changes to the Board of 

Adjustments Rules of Procedure as amended.  
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CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT TO TOWN CODE CHAPTER 96 REGARDING 

NAMING OF STREETS 

Upon a motion by   seconded by  Council voted unanimously to approve the changes to Town Code Chapter 96 

as presented. 
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CLOSED SESSION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Mr. Hicks, Council voted unanimously to enter into closed 

session at    p.m. pursuant to: 

 



Minutes Town Council July 13, 2021 

Town of Boone Page 41   

 1. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11(a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the    attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal 

advice, consider and/or give instructions to the attorney concerning the lawsuits involving   Watauga 

County.  

 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to exit closed 

session at 9:12 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:14 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


