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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order electronically on Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 6:00 

p.m. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Connie Ulmer, Sam 

Furgiuele, Dustin Hicks, Nancy LaPlaca and Virginia Roseman. Staff members present included Town Manager 

John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Finance Director Amy Davis, Administrative Support and 

Communications Officer Laney Pilkington, Public Works Director Rick Miller, Planning Director Jane Shook, 

Cultural Resources Director Mark Freed, Police Chief Andy Le Beau, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Deputy Planning 

Director Stacy Miller, Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator 

Lane Moody, Sustainability and Special Projects Manager George Santucci, Intern Adam Zebzda and Human 

Resources Director Dale Presnell. Town Attorney Allison Meade was also in attendance. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Brantz announced the following board vacancies: 

 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

One alternate positions 
COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
Four regular positions 

One student position 

 

DOWNTOWN BOONE DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

Two Town Council appointed positions 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Four regular positions 

One student position 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

One regular position 

One student position 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  

One position (Cooperative Extension) 

One resident position (Alternative Transportation) 

One resident position 

One student position 
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Five regular positions 

One student position 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Upon a motion by Ms. Roseman, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

ADOPTION OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted unanimously to approve the following 

items on the consent agenda: 

 

 1. Budget Amendments 

 

   Police Department - Misc. Supplies ($6,845) 

Police Department - Professional Services ($18,000) 

               Canine Unit ($1,500) 
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                                                                      Uniform Equipment ($4,552.28) 

Police Department - Maintenance Vehicles ($7,488) 

         Professional Services-Legal ($50,000) 

            Contracted Services (Website) - Administration ($29,675) 

                Covid-19 Expenditures-Special Projects (47,450) 

Powell Bill - Engineering (73,545) 

Transfer to Sewer Capital Reserve Fund (System Development Fees ($95,000) 

Meter Supplies - Water Operations ($488,220) 

Health Insurance Claims ($642,025) 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

TOWN MANAGER UPDATE 

Mr. Ward updated Council on the following items: 

 

1. 100% voluntary easements have been received from property owners between Highway 421 and 

Hardin Park School for the Hawk crossing signal  near Perkinsville Baptist Church. 

 

2. Staff has spoken with Chris Brown (Deputy Division Traffic Engineer, NCDOT) regarding the Hawk 

signal and the entire project along 194, and hopes to have the encroachment agreements completed by 

the end of June.  

 

3. Mr. Kent Brown has granted the Town of Boone a permanent drainage easement and a sidewalk 

easement at 160 Perkinsville Drive. These easements will allow the Town to upgrade storm water 

infrastructure and install new sidewalks in the Perkinsville Dr/Grove Street area. 

 

4. The Town has obtained one easement from Perkinsville Baptist Church for a 450 square foot area to 

install infrastructure for the HAWK Signal crossing. The church is currently reviewing two additional 

sidewalk easements which run the entire length of their property, which we hope to have executed next 

week. 

 

5. Mr. Rob Holton and Mr. Max Coley with Laurel Place LLC recently gifted the Town of Boone a 

permanent easement for installation of curb & gutter, sidewalk, and signalized pedestrian infrastructure 

on the parcel beside Hardin Park Schools entrance. Staff now has the needed easements for the 

Department of Transportation to install a Hawk Signal crossing on Hwy 194 which will provide a safe 

pedestrian crossing to Hardin Park School. In addition, all of these easements have been given to the 

Town of Boone at no cost. Mr. Furgiuele requested that a press release be prepared to recognize these 

donations. 

 

6. Pursuant to G.S. 160-499.4 Notice Prior to Construction: The Public Works Department will begin 

sidewalk construction along Highway 194 from Hardin Park School to Perkinsville Drive beginning 

the week of July 6th. This project consist of storm water infrastructure, curb & gutter, 5 foot sidewalk, 

and a new signalized pedestrian crossing. Please expect traffic delays in this area as we continue to 

improve our sidewalk infrastructure. The Public Works Department can be reached at 828-268-6230 

with any questions or concerns. 

 

7. Greene's Construction will begin installation of brick paver sidewalks in front of 664 W King Street 

(Melanie's) the week of June 21st. Upon completion of this section, work will begin on North Depot to 

replace sidewalk and install black street light poles with LED lights, consistent with the Downtown 

Streetscape Plan. 

 

8. Councilperson Dustin Hicks’s resignation, announced May 20, 2021 and effective July 31, 2021 will 

result in a vacant seat on the Town Council, and the Council is soliciting applications from persons 

who would like to serve on the Boone Town Council to fill the upcoming vacancy. The Town Council 

will select a person to fill the unexpired term from a pool of interested citizens who complete the 

tel:8282686230
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application process. The position selection will be made at an August 3 , 2021, special meeting, and 

the appointee will be sworn-in and seated immediately thereafter at that meeting. All applicants will be 

invited to the meeting and will have an opportunity to address the Town Council before an 

appointment is made.  The person selected for this vacant position will serve until December of 2021. 

Moving forward, an election to fill the remainder of the unexpired term will be added to the November 

Town Council election. Qualification to run in that election is anticipated to begin in July of 2021. In 

addition to this council seat, seats currently held by Mayor Rennie Brantz, Councilpersons Nancy 

LaPlaca, Connie Ulmer, Sam Furgiuele, and Virginia Roseman will be on the ballot in the November, 

2021 election. To apply, please submit a résumé and a Town of Boone Council Application to the 

Town of Boone, c/o Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk, P.O. Drawer 192, Boone, NC 28607 or via e-mail at 

nicole.harmon@townofboone.net.  You may visit the Town’s Web site at www.townofboone.net to 

download a Council Application form, which can be found under the Public Notices tab. The 

application deadline is 5 p.m., Friday, July 16, 2021. Applicants must be residents of the Town of 

Boone and at least 21 years of age to be eligible. For more information, please contact Town Manager 

John Ward at john.ward@townofboone.net or 828-406-5563. 

TOWN ATTORNEY UPDATE 

Ms. Meade updated Council on ongoing litigation, and stated that the County brought a lawsuit approximately a 

year ago regarding an easement and a water allocation given with respect to that easement. She indicated that 

there had been no activity in that case, but that the case was due to go to mediation on July 2nd. Ms. Meade 

noted that the sales tax case with the County was still in the appeals process and that the County had ordered a 

transcript which would set the timeline back while that was being prepared. 

BOARD LIAISON REPORT 

Mr. Furgiuele reported that at the last DBDA meeting, Bill Dixon presented drawings of the proposed 

improvements to the King Street stairs and they were well received by board members. He indicated that he 

brought to the board's attention the matter of a pride day in downtown Boone with mixed responses from 

members. Mr. Furgiuele stated that members were generally pleased that the Town had lifted the emergency 

order and that the Town planned to move forward with the July 4th celebration, though they were disappointed 

that a parade had not been planned. Lastly, Mr. Furgiuele announced that council could expect to see a new 

piece of art in the downtown area next year. 

 

Ms. Roseman announced that the Historic Preservation Commission would be sending notice to the Council to 

consider dropping the board to five people. 

APPOINTMENT TO ABC BOARD 

Mr. Furgiuele began by stating that at the last Town Council meeting, he raised the issue of Mr. Wallin 

continuing to serve on the ABC Board even though he believed it to be a conflict of interest because he was 

currently a Watauga County Commissioner. Mr. Furgiuele noted that he spoke with ABC Board member Scott 

Casey who strenuously objected to Mr. Wallin's removal from the board and emphasized how valuable and 

positive Mr. Wallin's service had been to the board. He stated that he had no doubt that this was true, and that he 

had hoped that by continuing to appoint Mr. Wallin to the board it would signify that the Town wanted to have 

a cooperative relationship with the County Commission, though that approach did not work. Mr. Furgiuele 

added that he had no disrespect for Mr. Wallin and had great respect for Mr. Casey, but that Mr. Wallin was in a 

position that he had to make decisions for both the Town and the County, which he believed could affect the 

Town in a negative way. Ms. Meade repeated her previous opinion that she believed Mr. Wallin's position on 

the ABC Board while serving as County Commissioner was a conflict of interest, though it had nothing to do 

with him personally. She believed that he could not serve both the County and the Town at the same time, 

though the County attorney disagreed with her opinion. While Ms. Meade stated that she did not believe there 

was a legal risk to the Town with respect to Mr. Wallin serving in both roles, she offered to seek the opinion of 

the attorney general's office on the matter. Ms. LaPlaca stated that she unequivocally supported Mr. Wallin, and 

felt that Council members had plenty of other things to work on that were more important than this matter. She 

believed that there was no evidence that he had taken advantage of his positions or done anything to cause 

Council to distrust him in any way and thanked him for his service. Mr. Furgiuele responded that his action was 

mailto:john.ward@townofboone.net
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not personal, that he did not know Mr. Wallin personally, and had nothing against him, but that the County 

Commission had repeatedly shown its hostility toward the Town and Town taxpayers by such things as 

precipitously withdrawing from the joint venture to build a parking garage on Queen Street without even 

notifying the Town first and despite the Town's expenditure of taxpayer funds for engineering on the site; by 

removing the Suma Hardin/Turner Law Office historic structure on Queen Street despite the Town's request that 

the building be preserved; by refusing to even meet with the Town Council to discuss the sales tax distribution 

which so unfairly penalizes the Town despite the fact that over 70% of sales taxes in the County are collected in 

the Town and Town taxpayers have funded the improvements which help businesses thrive in Town yet the 

Town only receives about 12% back, the ad valorem method of distribution also forcing the Town to raise 

property taxes to keep from losing even more of the sale tax as the County and other municipalities raise 

property taxes. He stated that he was prepared to make a motion, but asked first to hear from Mr. Casey and Mr. 

Wallin. ABC Board member Scott Casey stated that Mr. Wallin was the finest man he had ever had the pleasure 

of serving on a board with. Mr. Casey acknowledged that there could be a potential conflict of interest, but 

indicated that there was absolutely no conflict of interest. He noted that ABC Board members served on a state 

agency and were simply appointed by Town Council members. Mr. Casey indicated that the board gratuitously 

gave the Town of Boone upwards of $500,000 per year by vote of the board, Mr. Wallin included, and noted 

that he had never heard Mr. Wallin mention any issues between the Town and County. He said that if Mr. 

Wallin were discharged, he would immediately resign. Ms. LaPlaca asked how money was disbursed from the 

ABC Board. Mr. Casey replied that some of the funds were determined by statute, but the vast majority of funds 

were discretionary. Ms. Roseman suggested seeking the opinion of the Attorney General on the matter. Mr. 

Furgiuele supported that suggestion and further suggested that Ms. Meade inquire as to whether it was 

appropriate for someone representing either the Town or the County to be suing the other entity for private 

parties like he believed Mr. diSanti to have done in the past when he represented a local developer in years of 

litigation and appeals against the Town at the same time he was representing the County, who had many 

contractual relationships with the Town such as its lease of Town property for nominal rent for its athletic 

programs. Mr. Wallin confirmed the things stated by Mr. Casey regarding the ABC budget, and indicated that 

funding also went toward the school board and the police department for outreach programs. He noted that 

funding to the Town had increased by $125,000 since he had been on the board. Mr. Wallin stated that he had 

always taken his role as ABC Board member seriously and removed his hat as County Commissioner upon 

entering ABC Board meetings. He indicated that when the state tried to take control of the ABC Boards away 

from the towns and give it to the counties, he advocated that control remain with the Town. Mr. Wallin noted 

that when he was appointed to the board, Council members at the time did not see an issue with him serving in 

both roles. Mr. Furgiuele then made a motion to instruct Ms. Meade to submit a request to the Attorney 

General's office for an opinion as to whether the dual service constitutes an impermissible conflict of interest. 

Ms. Roseman seconded the motion. Ms. Meade stated that she had mixed feelings about asking the state 

Attorney General for an opinion on this matter. On one hand, she believed it would be appropriate, since the 

Attorney General often gave opinions on difficult matters such as this, but she felt it would be difficult for 

Council to ask for the attorney's opinion and not follow it. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Furgiuele, Roseman, Ulmer, Hicks 

   Nay: LaPlaca 

 

Mr. Furgiuele nominated Mr. Holste for reappointment to the ABC Board. Hearing no further nominations, 

Mayor Brantz called for a vote. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

Mr. Holste's term will expire in May 2024. 

APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Mr. Furgiuele nominated Adam Zebzda for an alternate position on the Board of Adjustment. Hearing no 

further nominations, Mayor Brantz called for a vote. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 
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   Nay: None 

 

Mr. Zebzda's term will expire on June 30, 2024. 

APPOINTMENT TO PLANNING COMMISSION 

Ms. Roseman nominated Smith Warren to serve in the student position on the Planning Commission. Hearing 

no further nominations, Mayor Brantz called for a vote. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

Mr. Warren's term will expire on June 30, 2022. 

CONSIDERATION OF FY 2021/22 BUDGET ORDINANCE AND FEE SCHEDULE 

Mr. Furgiuele read the following statement: 

 

 

“It has been very hard for me to reach a decision on the proposed budget, and I want to share some of my 

concerns and thoughts about the proposed budget. 
 
First, I appreciate the efforts of Amy Davis and John Ward in presenting a balanced budget, and in maintaining 

expenditures in past years largely within the adopted budget, with few amendments needed.  This gives us 

assurance that the budget is taken seriously and town operations are pushed to conform to it.  Despite that I 

have a number of issues I want to raise. 
 
I have great concern about individual town departments lobbying the council at our budget hearing.  Many of 

the people who appeared before us at the budget meeting seemed to think that without a tax increase there 

would be no way to add the two police positions which are proposed.  I don't share that view and believe there 

could have been a way found to fund the extra positions at the police department without having to raise 

property taxes.  If the people who appeared before us to support the police department's request were 

encouraged to do that by the department itself or other town employees, that creates a concerning precedent. 
 
As for the long-range planner, I agree that there has been a need, but when I look at the exponential growth in 

the number of building projects and permits, I notice that residential permits are flat or have even fallen, while 

the explosion has taken place with respect to commercial development.  Obviously the university's expansion 

has contributed.  This says to me, however, that the needed increase in staffing is the result primarily of the 

dramatic increase in commercial projects, some of which are exactly the type of developments many residents 

see as destroying the town.  I do not believe that it is fair to tax the residents of Boone to pave the way for even 

more commercial development, and I believe that the town needs to continue to examine its fee structure until it 

reaches the point at which the developers who are so profiting from the opportunities in Boone pay their own 

way. 
 
Similarly, as Mr. Paul Davis pointed out in his e-mail to us all, the cost of parking meters should be paid for by 

the parking operation itself, not out of fund balance.  Our parking system is primarily for the benefit of tourists 

and our downtown merchants, and it is vitally important to the latter, I believe.  But it is largely a burden for 

the residents of Boone.  I believe that Mr. Davis is right, and that future budgets should increase the cost of 

parking or parking fines to pay for any of its needed capital expenditures.  I don't want to hold up the budget 

this year over this issue since I did not raise it earlier, but I see it as another example of property owners 

bearing the brunt of the cost burden which benefits the business community, but actually makes Boone a more 

difficult town in which to live for many of us. 
 
I am also worried about the town's future ability to maintain salary levels when it provides a large, but 

nonetheless temporary bonus to staff.  I strongly believe town staff, people of superior capabilities, must be kept 
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apace of the cost of living and other comparable positions, but I'm afraid this approach will end up back-firing 

and force new increases in property taxes. 
I want to note the planned large, one-time increase in funding for non-profits.  Although this is perhaps not 

technically a town responsibility, I believe that the organizations which the town supports, modest though that 

support has been, represent the best of the town, and I whole-heartedly support this proposal.  Hopefully this 

will rescue them after what has been a difficult year to survive. 
 
Finally, I am afraid that with a tax increase and a revaluation of properties around the corner, as the tax digest 

increases, the town will gladly accept the increases, but will never consider actually lowering the tax rate.  

Again I agree with Mr. Davis that government never adjusts the property taxes down - I have certainly never 

seen it.  But for decades the town has talked about affordable housing.  Raising property taxes increases not 

only the cost of owning property in Boone; it increases the costs of rentals.  It is counter to the goal of making 

housing more affordable.   
 
Despite these concerns, I am going to accept the recommendation of the town manager for the .03 cent tax 

increase.   
 
First, if adopted, this will be the second rate increase in the last 10 years.  Both of these are the direct result of 

the Watauga County Commission punishing the town because it didn't like one of our zoning ordinances by 

switching the distribution of sales tax in the county from per capita to ad valorem.  It is unconscionable that the 

town collects about 70% of the tax by providing a supportive environment for commercial activity to thrive, and 

yet we get back  less than 12% of the tax.  Unfortunately, if we don't raise property taxes, our share of the sales 

tax will continue to fall.  Boone residents and property owners need to know that if the county commission does 

not correct this injustice, more rate increases are inevitable.  Maybe if people feel the pain of a rate increase, 

the connection between the increase and the sales tax distribution will finally hit home. 
 
Second, part of the increased tax revenues projected, a relatively modest $144,200 will be earmarked for 

sustainability projects.  This will be the first time there will be such a potentially recurring line item for 

sustainability.  This is not only an important step for the town to take, but a critical one as the town continues to 

move toward a sustainable future.  When Harvard Ayers came before the town council in 2018 and asked for an 

allocation for solar energy and sustainability initiatives, the previous town council made a one-time allocation 

of $100,000.  Dr. Ayers talked about the fact that climate change is existential.  He was right.  Adequate or not, 

this allocation, combined with the hiring of George Santucci as a sustainability coordinator, is a critical step in 

moving the town in this direction.  This allocation is the primary reason I will support the proposed budget and 

tax increase.” 
 
After brief discussion, Ms. LaPlaca made a motion to approve the budget as presented. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
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CONSIDERATION OF CASES HEARD AT THE MAY 24, 2021 PUBLIC HEARING 

Case PL04630-040921: Blue Ridge Tourist Court, LLC- Conditional District Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Ms. Shook noted that the Planning Commission recommended approval of this case with the three conditions 

listed on packet page 86. Mr. Furgiuele appreciated the proposal and noted that it was one of the few times that 

an applicant with this set of skills had come forward to rehabilitate a historic property. Mr. Furgiuele then made 

a motion that the proposed amendment to the Town’s zoning ordinance, with the proposed conditions 

recommended by the Planning Commission, is consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and any other 

adopted plan(s) of the Town that are applicable because the proposed amendments are consistent with all of the 

Comprehensive Plan objectives and Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.1.1 C. The Town shall encourage the 

development of a well-balanced tourism trade as a primary element of the area’s economic future. Investments 

in services, facilities, and proper growth management shall be employed in furtherance of this objective; D. 

Economic development efforts shall encourage the revitalization and reuse of currently unused or underutilized 

structures, sites and infrastructure in appropriately located areas; 2.3.2 A. The identification, restoration and 

active use of structures, buildings, monuments, and neighborhoods of historic or architectural significance shall 

be encouraged as a means of enhancing their economic and cultural value to the planning area; B. Multiple and 

appropriate adaptive reuse of historic resources shall be encouraged; C. Wise development of the tourism 

potential of the area’s architectural, historic, scenic and natural resources shall be encouraged; E. New 

development, redevelopment and rehabilitation of structures and sites shall occur in a manner which is 

consistent with the neighborhood and architectural context of the immediate area, and supportive, whenever 

possible, of Boone’s original community character as a High Country small town. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer 

seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. Mr. Furgiuele made a second motion that approval of the 

proposed amendment to the Town’s zoning ordinance was reasonable and in the public interest because it was a 

way to combine the old with the new and the vision of the applicant was to approach the project as a new use 

and to recognize the change in the way tourism is conducted, while at the same time taking an old structure that 

could easily have been demolished and instead preserving it which was important to maintaining the character 

of the town. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Case PL04727-0520721: 160D and Other Clarifications – UDO Text Amendment 

 

Ms. Shook indicated that the Planning Commission recommended approval of this case with changes. Mr. 

Furgiuele applauded staff and the Planning Commission for their work on this matter and made a motion that 

the proposed amendment to the Town’s zoning ordinance, with the proposed changes, was consistent with the 

Town’s Comprehensive Plan objectives and any other adopted plan(s) of the Town that are applicable because 

the proposed amendments are consistent with all of the Comprehensive Plan objectives and Comprehensive 

Plan Policy 2.3.4 Public Involvement: C. Specific functional plans and implementation tools shall be supported 

as part of the comprehensive planning program for the Town and County. Changes proposed include: 1. Revise 

Subsection 2.03.04 to not delete "Perform any other duty assigned by the Council that is authorized pursuant to 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-452." 2. Revise Subsection 4.01.01(A)(1) to add term "approval" after "development". 

3. Subsection 6.01.01(A): clarify "Board of Adjustment" in first sentence. 4. Subsection 6.01.01(J): correct type 

of word "and". 5. Subsection 6.01.02: either strike this subsection or add clarification language to the other 

Sections on quorum for the BOA and HPC. STRIKE 6. Review Section 6.01 to see whether the term "board" 

needs to be capitalized or lower case. Lower case all except references to Board of Adjustment; lowercase 

“board packet” 7. Review other sections of UDO to ensure that quorum is used appropriately (see UDO Articles 

2, 6 and 8). 9. Revise Section 9.04 to include: "If any resident, property owner, business owner or other citizen 

who works within the Town submits a written statement regarding a proposed amendment..." 10. Note: to 

recommend approval to include the requirement for a neighborhood meeting for a CD Zoning Map Amendment 

process. Additionally, recommends Subsection 9.09.02(E) be revised from "any concerns" to "all concerns". 

Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer seconded the motion which carried unanimously. Mr. Furgiuele made a second motion 

that approval was reasonable and in the public interest because the changes brought the Town into conformity 

with state law, removed outdated references, and improved language to improve clarity. He added that the 

changes would become effective on July 1, 2021. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.  
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UPDATE ON SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR DOWNTOWN RELATED 

PROJECTS 

Ms. Shook gave an update on the status of the special public hearing for downtown related projects. Mr. Ward 

asked for direction on returning to in-person meetings. Ms. Roseman suggested a hybrid of in-person and virtual 

meetings, so that unvaccinated citizens could participate in meetings via WebEx, and in-person meetings could 

still be held as usual. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer and Ms. LaPlaca agreed, with Ms. LaPlaca adding that anything 

staff could do to make meetings more accessible was a good thing. Mr. Furgiuele suggested that occupancy 

should be limited in Council Chambers, that social distancing should be maintained, and felt that Council 

Members should be seated on the floor instead of the dais. He added that signage should be in place to assist 

with distancing and to inform the public that those who had not been vaccinated should participate via WebEx. 

Mr. Ward requested that Council and committee meetings remain virtual until August so that staff would have 

time to arrange equipment. Mr. Furgiuele felt that this approach would work for all committees except for the 

DBDA due to the time of its meetings. He suggested that Council defer to the DBDA regarding the issue to 

avoid causing scheduling conflicts for committee members. Mr. Ward suggested that the library conference 

room could be used in an effort to keep DBDA meetings downtown. Ms. Meade noted that there was pending 

legislation that would change remote meetings law, and that once the state of emergency was lifted by the 

Governor, the Town would be under a different legal framework with different legal requirements. She 

indicated that the Town could still have remote meetings, but there could potentially be additional requirements 

that she should be consulted about. Mr. Ward indicated that he would work up a game plan for a hybrid of in-

person and remote meetings for Town Council and committee meetings beginning in August and distribute to 

Town Council. In terms of the Special Public Hearing for Downtown Related Projects, Ms. Shook indicated that 

she would coordinate with Mr. Ward on options for meeting space and report back to Council in July. Upon a 

motion by Ms. Roseman, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted unanimously to have Mr. Ward coordinate 

with staff to create a plan for a hybrid meeting system to include in-person and virtual meetings beginning in 

August for Town Council and all committees except for the DBDA, and for staff to report back at the first 

meeting in July on this matter and potential locations for the special public hearing for downtown related 

projects on August 23, 2021.  

CONSIDERATION OF BEE CITY USA RESOLUTION 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve the Bee 

City USA resolution as presented. 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOONE TOWN COUNCIL TO REAFFIRM THE TOWN OF BOONE’S 

DESIGNATION AS A BEE CITY USA® AFFILIATE 
 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of BEE CITY USA is to galvanize communities to sustain pollinators, 

responsible for the reproduction of almost 90% of the world's flowering plant species, by providing them with 

healthy habitat, rich in a variety of native plants and free to nearly free of pesticides; and, 
 

WHEREAS, thanks to the more than 3,600 species of native bees in the United States, along with 

introduced honey bees, we have very diverse dietary choices rich in fruits, nuts, and vegetables; and, 
 

WHEREAS, bees and other pollinators have experienced population declines due to a combination of 

habitat loss, poor nutrition, pesticides (including insecticides, fungicides, and herbicides), parasites, diseases, 

and climate change; and, 
 

WHEREAS, pollinator-friendly communities can benefit local and regional economies through 

healthier ecosystems, increased vegetable and fruit crop yields, and increased demand for pollinator-friendly 

plant materials from local growers; and, 
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WHEREAS, ideal pollinator-friendly habitat (a) is comprised of mostly native wildflowers, grasses, 

vines, shrubs, and trees blooming in succession throughout the growing season to provide diverse and 

abundant nectar and pollen, since many wild pollinators prefer or depend on the native plants with which they 

co-adapted; (b) is free to nearly free of pesticides, as many pesticides can harm pollinators and/or their habitat; 

(c) comprises undisturbed spaces (leaf and brush piles, unmown fields or field margins, fallen trees, and other 

dead wood) for nesting and overwintering; and (d) provides connectivity between habitat areas to support 

pollinator movement and resilience; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a long-term approach to maintaining healthy 

landscapes and facilities that minimize risks to people and the environment by: identifying and removing the 

causes of pest problems rather than only attacking the symptoms (the pests); employing pests' natural enemies 

along with cultural, mechanical, and physical controls when prevention is not enough; and using pesticides 

only when no other method is feasible or effective; and, 
 

WHEREAS, supporting pollinators fosters broad-based community engagement in environmental 

awareness and sustainability; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Boone is pursuing re-certification as a BEE CITY USA community 

because of its ongoing dedicated sustainability commitments as well as its pursuits of climate and 

ecological-justice initiatives; and, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Boone Town Council that in order to enhance 

understanding among local government staff and the public about the vital role that pollinators play and what 

each of us can do to sustain them, the Town of Boone hereby supports and encourages healthy pollinator 

habitat creation and enhancement, resolving as follows: 
 

1. The Town of Boone’s Sustainability and Special Projects Manager is hereby designated as the 

BEE CITY USA sponsor as well as a BEE CITY USA Liaison; and, 

 

2. Facilitation of the Town of Boone’s BEE CITY USA program is hereby assigned to the 

Sustainability Committee; and,  

 

3. The Boone Town Council, in conjunction with its Sustainability Committee, shall: 

 

a. Celebration: Host at least one educational event or pollinator habitat planting or 

restoration each year to showcase the Town of Boone’s commitment to raising 

awareness of pollinator conservation and expanding pollinator health and habitat; and, 

b. Publicity & Information: Install and maintain at least one authorized BEE CITY USA 

street sign in a prominent location, and create and maintain a webpage on the Town 

of Boone’s website which includes, at minimum a copy of this resolution and links to 

the national BEE CITY USA website; contact information for your BEE CITY USA 

Liaison and Committee; reports of the pollinator-friendly activities the community 

has accomplished the previous year(s); and your recommended native plant species 

list; and, 

c. Habitat: Develop and implement a program to create or expand pollinator-friendly 

habitat on public and private land, which includes, but is not limited to, identifying and 

inventorying the Town of Boone’s real property that can be enhanced with pollinator-

friendly plantings; creating a recommended locally native plant list to include 

wildflowers, grasses, vines, shrubs, and trees and a list of local suppliers for those 

species; and, tracking (by square footage and/or acreage) annual area of pollinator 

habitat created or enhanced; and, 

d. Pollinator-Friendly Pest Management: Create and adopt an integrated pest 

management (IPM) plan designed to prevent pest problems, reduce pesticide use, 

and expand the use of non-chemical pest management methods; and,  



Minutes Town Council June 17, 2021 

Town of Boone Page 32   

e. Policy & Plans: Establish a policy in the Town of Boone’s Comprehensive Plan to 

acknowledge and commit to the BEE CITY USA designation and review the 

Comprehensive Plan and other relevant documents to consider improvements to pest 

management policies and practices as they relate to pollinator conservation, identify 

appropriate locations for pollinator-friendly plantings, and consider other appropriate 

measures; and,  

f. Renewal: Apply for renewal of the Town of Boone’s BEE CITY USA designation in 

accordance with the procedures and requirements established by BEE CITY USA. 

 

 

 

 Approved and effective this the _____ of June, 2021. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk          Rennie Brantz, Mayor  

RESCHEDULE POLICE 2021 POLICE FORUM 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to reschedule the 2021 

Police Forum for October 6, 2021 at 6 p.m. at Council Chambers. 

CLOSED SESSION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted unanimously to enter into 

closed session at 8:40 p.m. pursuant to: 

 

 1. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11(a)(1), to review, approve and seal closed session minutes from 

Council’s prior closed session(s). 

 2. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11(a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the    attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal 

advice, consider and/or give instructions to the attorney concerning one or more potential  legal claims. 

 3. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11(a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the    attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal 

advice, consider and/or give instructions to the attorney concerning the lawsuits involving   Watauga 

County. 

 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 

9:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 

9:01 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


