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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order electronically at 6:05 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18, 

2021. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Connie Ulmer, Sam 

Furgiuele, Dustin Hicks, Nancy LaPlaca and Virginia Roseman. Staff present included Town Manager John Ward, 

Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Administrative Support and Communications Officer Laney Pilkington, Finance 

Director Amy Davis, Human Resource Director Dale Presnell, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Public Works Director Rick 

Miller, Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Director Lane Moody, 

Program Coordinator Carrie Phillips, Police Chief Andy Le Beau, Assistant Planning Director Stacey Miller, 

Planning Director Jane Shook, Sustainability and Special Projects Manager George Santucci. Town Attorney 

Allison Meade was also in attendance.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Public Works Director Rick Miller announced the winners of the Every Drop Counts Poster Contest, and thanked 

Program Coordinator Carrie Phillips for her work on the project. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Kelly Dupree on behalf of Boone Saloon spoke in support of keeping the mask mandate in the Town of Boone. 

 

Kristen Benson signed up to speak but was not available when her name was called. 

ADOPTION OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Furgiuele suggested that the word "are" be exchanged for the word "is" in the second to last paragraph of the 

proposed proclamation. Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to 

approve the following items on the consent agenda (as amended): 

 

 

*****************************************************************************’ 

TOURETTE AWARENESS DAY PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome is an inherited neurological disorder that is characterized by involuntary physical 

and vocal tics that occur many times a day; and 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome is often accompanied by other mental health disorders such as attention deficit and 

obsessive compulsive disorder, learning disabilities, and anxiety; and 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome and tic disorders affect 1 in 100 children. More than 22,800 school age children in 

the State of North Carolina alone are dealing with Tourette Syndrome and although some of these cases are aided by 

medication, there is no standard treatment or known cure for the disorder; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is an important need for more professional help with interest and expertise to identify, counsel, 

and treat people with Tourette Syndrome, a disorder that is often misdiagnosed and misunderstood; and 

 

WHEREAS, positive actions to assist children and families living with Tourette Syndrome would result from a 

broadening of public and professional knowledge and acceptance of Tourette Syndrome; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tourette Association’s Greater Carolinas Group, is actively providing services to families, 

educating medical professionals and teachers, and supporting research to better understand the signs and treatments 

of TS; 

 



Minutes Town Council May 18, 2021 

Town of Boone Page 2   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that June 4, 2021, will be recognized as “Tourette Syndrome 

Awareness Day” in Boone, North Carolina, as a special day to promote understanding, compassion, and acceptance 

for all of our fellow citizens who deserve and need our support to break the stigma that surrounds Tourette 

Syndrome. 

________________________________________ 
Rennie Brantz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
___________________________(SEAL)  
Town Clerk 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

FY 2021/22 OUTSIDE AGENCY FUNDING REQUESTS 

Applicants gave brief presentations on their requests for funding for the 2021/22 fiscal year.  

COVID-19 OPERATIONS/PROGRAMMING/EVENTS 

Mr. Ward gave an update on Covid-19 statistics in the area and asked for direction regarding public meetings. 

He recommended that Council vote to repeal Town of Boone Ordinance Numbers 20-05 and 20-07 to remove 

the local state of emergency, and to adhere to the State executive order. Mr. Furgiuele asked how the residents 

of the Hospitality House who had recently tested positive for Covid-19 were being counted in terms of 

residency. Mr. Carter stated that they were all being counted as residents of Watauga County, and noted that six 

of the residents who were positive had been vaccinated. Mr. Furgiuele felt that the CDC acted too quickly in 

removing the mask mandate. He felt that conditions were not completely safe and that the Governor also acted 

too soon. Mr. Furgiuele believed that if the mask regulation was not enforceable, there was no reason to have it, 

and supported withdrawing the emergency orders. Ms. LaPlaca agreed that the ordinances should be repealed 

and suggested that the possibility of in-person meetings be discussed at the next meeting. Ms. Meade agreed 

that the states of emergency should be terminated instead of repealed, and that the Mayor should issue a 

statement to that effect. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer was hesitant to terminate the orders knowing that ASU students 

were coming back to in-person classes next semester. Ms. Roseman wondered if there was a way to support 

businesses who chose to continue with the mask mandate voluntarily. She wanted to make sure that this was 

properly articulated if Council chose to move forward in this way, and Mr. Furgiuele asked that the Police 

Department was clear on how to enforce situations where a business owner wanted an un-masked person 

removed from their property. Chief Le Beau stated that these situations would be handled as a regular 

trespassing call. Mr. Hicks wondered if there was a way to use the vaccination cards as an enforcement tool. 

Ms. Meade felt that the press release should include information that informed business owners they could have 

their own mask policy. Mr. Furgiuele suggested that the press release also include information regarding the 

enforcement aspect of a voluntary mask policy. Ms. LaPlaca  made a motion to terminate Town of Boone state 

of emergency ordinances 20-05 and 20-07, to discuss in-person public meetings at a future date, and to direct 

staff to issue a press release as discussed. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Brantz declared a break at 8:05 p.m. Council reconvened at 8:18 p.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE NC 

HEALTH INSURANCE POOL 

Mr. Ward presented a resolution authorizing the participation in the North Carolina Health Insurance Pool due 

to a 30% increase in cost of the current insurance plan. Mr. Ward noted that the Town was 10% behind in pay 

compared to the County, so now was not the time to make cuts in benefits and urged members to approve the 

proposed resolution. Mr. Furgiuele made a motion, which was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer to approve 

the resolution as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

*************************************************************************** 
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WHEREAS, North Carolina local governments, including any North Carolina county, city, or housing 

authority, may enter into contracts or agreements under Article 23 of Chapter 58 of the North Carolina General 

Statutes (the “Local Government Risk Pool Act”) to establish pools providing for life or accident and health 

insurance for their employees on a cooperative or contract basis with one another; 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Health Insurance Pool (NCHIP) is a pool providing for accident and 

health insurance for employees of North Carolina local governments in accordance with the Local 

Government Risk Pool Act; and 

WHEREAS, this local government wishes to become a member of the NCHIP; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF BOONE as follows: 

SECTION 1 As of July 1, 2021, this local government will become a Member of the North Carolina 

Health Insurance Pool (NCHIP), an intergovernmental cooperative to pool health insurance risks with other 

North Carolina local governments. The terms and conditions of membership in NCHIP will be such terms and 

conditions as are imposed by the board of trustees of NCHIP and pursuant the terms of applicable contracts 

and by-laws of NCHIP, as such may be amended from time to time. 

SECTION 2 In accordance with N.C.G.S. § 58-23-5(e), the Town Manager of this local government, 

or such other officer, as shall be authorized, is directed to give notice (or cause notice to be given) to the North 

Carolina 

1 

Commissioner of Insurance no later than June 1, 2021, in a form prescribed by the Commissioner that this 

local government intends to participate in NCHIP as of July 1, 2021. 

SECTION 3 The Town Manager of this local government, or such other officer, as shall be 

authorized, is directed to execute any documents necessary to complete the membership of the local 

government in NCHIP. 
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SECTION 4 This Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its passage, approval and 

publication in pamphlet form, if required by law. 

PASSED this 18th day of May, 2021. 

AYES: 5 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

Rennie Brantz, Mayor 

Town of Boone 

ATTEST: 

Clerk 

REQUEST TO APPROVE FY 2020/2021 FINANCING PROPOSAL 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

proposal as presented. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH ARTISAN CONCRETE SERVICES, INC. FOR 

BOONE GREENWAY SKATE PARK 

Mr. Miller presented a contract with Artisan Concrete Services, Inc. for the Boone Greenway Skate Park. Mr. 

Furgiuele was confused about the terms "Sourcewell" and "Design Team" being used throughout the contract. 

Mr. Moody stated that the Sourcewell was a cooperative purchasing contract, but that the Town would have a 

contract directly with Artisan. Ms. Meade confirmed that "design team" referred to part of Artisan's team. Mr. 

Furgiuele made a motion which was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

2 
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AWARD OF BID FOR HAULING AND PLACEMENT OF ASPHALT 

Mr. Miller requested Council award the bid for hauling and placement of asphalt on Town streets for FY 21/22. 

Mr. Furgiuele asked whether Mr. Miller was satisfied with Tri-County Paving's past work, which Mr. Miller 

confirmed that he was.  

 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to approve 

the award of bid for hauling and placement of asphalt as presented in the amount of $21.50 per ton. 

APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT - PUBLIC WORKS 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

following budget amendment: 

 

 Street/Sidewalk Construction ($60,000) Fee-in-Lieu of Sidewalk Improvements 

CLOSED SESSION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Mr. Hicks, Council voted unanimously to enter into closed 

session at 8:42 p.m. pursuant to: 

 

 1. N.C. Gen. Stat. 143-31.11 (2)(1), to approve and seal closed session minutes from Council's prior 

closed session(s). 

 2. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the    attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal 

advice, consider and/or give instructions to the attorney concerning one or more potential  legal claims or 

other legal matters. 

 3. N.C.Gen.Stat.§143.318.11 (a)(5), to establish, or to instruct the public body's staff or negotiating 

agents concerning the position to be    taken by or on behalf of the public body in 

negotiating (I) the price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for the   

 acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or lease (PIN 2911-50¬4269-000 and 2911-50-

2341-000). 

 4. N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(6), To consider the qualifications, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of appointment, or    conditions of initial employment of an individual public 

officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or    investigate a 

complaint, charge or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee. 

 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 

9:38 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 

9:30 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


