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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 15, 2021. Mayor 

Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Connie Ulmer, Sam Furgiuele, Dustin 

Hicks, Nancy LaPlaca and Virginia Roseman. Staff present included Town Manager John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole 

Harmon, Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator Lane Moody, 

Planning Director Jane Shook, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Police Chief Andy Le Beau, Planning Director Jane Shook, 

Assistant Planning Director Stacey Miller, Finance Director Amy Davis, Cultural Resources Director Mark Freed, 

Sustainability and Special Projects Manager George Santucci, Human Resources Director Dale Presnell, and 

Administrative Specialist Laney Pilkington. Town Attorney Allison Meade was also in attendance. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Ward introduced the Town's new Administrative Specialist/Communications Officer Laney Pilkington and gave 

a Covid-19 update. He indicated that there were currently 23 active cases across the County, with 14 of those 

associated with ASU. Mr. Ward announced that currently the number of fully vaccinated individuals stood at 

16,437, with 37.1% of the population having at least the first dose. He stated that a vaccination clinic would be held 

next Wednesday at Watauga High School for students who qualify. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD APPLICATIONS 

Mayor Brantz announced the following board vacancies: 

 

ABC BOARD 
One position 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Two Resident Positions, Three alternate positionsCOMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
Four regular positions 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 
One vacant position 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Three regular position 
One student position 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
One regular position 
One student position 
 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
One regular position 
One student position 
 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
One position (Cooperative Extension) 
One resident position (Alternative Transportation) 
One resident position 
One student position 
 
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Five regular positions 
One student position 
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TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTIONS 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mr. Hicks, Council voted unanimously to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

Ms. Roseman suggested that Council consider a donation to the hospital in the amount of $500 to cover the cost of 

the fee assessed to them for closing Mary Street, and that the funds be required to be earmarked for the Greenway 

Trail extension. Mr. Ward noted that as part of the approval conditions for that phase of the project at the hospital, 

he was instructed to work with the hospital on identifying any potential funds that could be paired together for the 

development of trails. Ms. Meade indicated that there was a substantial commitment of funds by the by the Town to 

the hospital prior to Ms. Roseman's appointment.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

JP Pardy of Boone signed up to give Council members an update on the progress being made at the Boone Skate 

Park. He indicated that fundraising had been difficult the past year, but that he had applied for a first time non-profit 

funding applications with the County. Mr. Pardy asked members to keep the skate park in mind when working on 

the FY 2021/22 budget, and asked for direction on whether or not the skate park should apply for outside agency 

funding. Mr. Furgiuele felt that this instance was different than other outside agencies in that the project was being 

constructed on Town property. He added that unless the organization was involved in other activities that they were 

seeking support for, he did not see the point in applying for funding through the outside agency funding process, but 

that needed money should be set aside in the upcoming budget to support this project.  

COUNCIL MATTERS 

TOWN MANAGER UPDATE 

Mr. Ward updated Council on the following topics: 

 

1. Howard Street: Staff was authorized to move forward with meeting with the engineer as well as New 

River Light and Power regarding overhead utilities. Mr. Ward stated that the Town Attorney was 

working on the preliminary title opinion. 

2. Rivers House: Design currently underway. Staff has worked with Dr. Plaag and Wright Tilley to 

coordinate the use of the facility. Mr. Ward reminded members that the property would eventually 

need to be rezoned. 

3. King Street Stairs: Upgrades currently underway to connect King and Queen Street parking. 

4. Daniel Boone Park Water/Sewer Line Upgrades: Work began on the project on April 12 and 

approximately 300 feet of lines have been installed. 

5. Boone Jaycees Park: The Facilities Maintenance Department has recently installed a new playground 

structure at Boone Jaycees Park located on Horn In The West Drive. The structure is designed for 

children 5 to 12 years of age and can accommodate up to 30 individuals at one time. Funding for this 

new playground equipment was provided through a donation from the Pauline Pugh Thompson Estate. 

6. Pursuant to G. S. 160-499.4 Notice Prior to Construction: The Town's sidewalk contractor 

(Greene's Construction) will begin sidewalk replacement starting at 891 West King Street and working 

west to the Municipal Service District boundary beginning in May. This work consist of brick paver 

installation consistent with the Downtown Streetscape Plan. Town staff will communicate and 

coordinate with affected property owners before and during this process to ensure conflicts are 

mitigated. 
7. Staff has met with the High Country Council of Government and were moving forward with 

resiliency planning, which included parts of the small business rescue plan, as well as emergency 

management components. 
8. Mr. Ward announced that Staff was working on a media and press release plan which would begin 

rolling out soon. 
9. Website Update: Mr. Ward indicated that a meeting was scheduled next week with CivicPlus that 
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would begin the transition to the new platform.  
10. Mr. Ward stated that he had been asked to be a panelist on the clean tech carbon and policy board and 

was learning how communities were helping North Carolina meet its energy goals through the use of 

technology.  
11. HB 291 & HB 401/SB 349 Update: Mr. Ward indicated that copies of the Resolutions adopted by 

the Town Council were provided to everyone he was requested to provide them to, as well as the 

Metro Mayor's League. He stated that he believed there to be quite a bit of traction on the specific 

House bill that related to zoning and allowing multifamily in residential districts.  

12. Mr. Ward suggested that staff would begin drafting text to address a bill that had been proposed that 

would prohibit any type of tree protection in any municipality across the state. Mr. Furgiuele felt that 

the Town’s lobbyists should also be involved at the earliest possible stage. 

13. Mr. Ward stated that if members wished to make any changes to the Boone Community Diversity 

Equity Inclusion Survey, that they do so as soon as possible, and asked how long members wanted the 

survey to remain available.  After brief discussion, Mr. Ward indicated that the survey would go live 

on April 19th and that he would report back at next month’s meeting.  

14. Mr. Ward asked for direction regarding commercial solid waste collection in the Town. He noted that 

currently, the Town did not charge for commercial collection, but that the cost for that collection was 

embedded within taxes regardless of the number of waste cans a property utilized or the amount of 

service provided.  Mr. Ward suggested potentially charging for the service provided as opposed to a 

flat fee across the board. He explained that the fee could be tied to the monthly water and sewer bill 

that would be paid by the occupant rather than assessed on a tax bill. He added that this change could 

help cover the cost of rising solid waste collections, and believed that this could serve as an equal push 

for waste reduction. Mr. Furgiuele asked what the cost would be, and suggested that recycling be 

incentivized. He also asked how staff would calculate fees in situations where a multifamily complex 

used a single water meter. Mr. Ward answered that staff would look into ways to deal with master 

metering situations. He added that the fee would be assessed across the board so that no group or 

occupant type was discriminated against.  

15. Upcoming meeting dates were announced. 

 

Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to amend the agenda to add an item next on the agenda to discuss House 

Bill 496 regarding tree protection. Mr. Hicks seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Mr. 

Furgiuele made a second motion to empower the Town Manager, even prior to the Town Council 

considering a resolution as to this proposed bill that would prevent tree protection ordinances or tree 

protection by municipalities, to empower the Town's lobbyists to work against the passage of this bill. 

Ms. Roseman seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

TOWN ATTORNEY UPDATE 

In response to an issue raised by Mr. Furgiuele at a previous meeting, Ms. Meade reported that when minimum 

housing complaints were received, planning staff were first requiring a tenant to contact the landlord to give 

notice before staff would pursue housing complaint. She indicated that she believed there was no relation 

between that notice requirement and what inspectors should be doing under the minimum housing statute. Ms. 

Meade explained that the notice requirement requiring notice from a tenant to a landlord was in Chapter 42, 

which governed the private contractual relationships between landlords and tenants, and did not have anything 

to do with the Town's duties  or powers under the minimum housing statute. Ms. Meade stated that she had 

discussed this with staff and that they would be adjusting their procedures accordingly and no longer require a 

tenant to contact a landlord or complaint to the landlord before investigating a complaint. She then asked 

members to work on recruiting citizens willing to serve on the Historic Preservation Commission, since it 

would only be a matter of months before the historic district in place. Ms. Meade stated that the board would 

then need to be trained to handle and consider Certificates of Appropriateness, requests for changes to 

buildings, or new buildings in the historic district. She explained that with Council members not serving on that 

board, it was an even more crucial board, similar to the Board of Adjustment, to conduct business for citizens, 

residents and businesses in the Town.  

BOARD LIAISON REPORT 
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Ms. Roseman echoed Ms. Meade's comments regarding the Historic Preservation Commission, and reiterated 

the importance of recruiting members in preparation for the new historic district.  

APPOINTMENT TO CULTURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

Mr. Furgiuele nominated Ms. Clawson and Ms. Hancock for the 2023 terms. With no further nominations, 

Mayor Brantz called for a vote. 

 

 Hancock- Furgiuele, Roseman, LaPlaca, Hicks 

 Clawson- Furgiuele, Roseman, LaPlaca, Hicks 

 Bateman- None 

 

Ms. Clawson and Ms. Hancock's terms will expire on May 30, 2023. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer nominated Ms. Bateman, and Mr. Furgiuele nominated Ms. Miller for the 2024 term. 

With no further nominations, Mayor Brantz called for a vote. 

 

 Miller-Furgiuele, Roseman, Hicks 

 Bateman- Ulmer, LaPlaca 

 

Ms. Miller's term will expire on May 30, 2024. 

CONSIDERATION OF CASE HEARD AT THE MARCH 22, 2021 PUBLIC HEARING 

Ms. Shook presented Case PL04196-090820 Session Law 2019-111 (Part 1) - UDO Text Amendment. Mr. 

Furgiuele suggested that on page 36 of the packet in section 40.501(c), the following should be added for 

additional clarity "but shall not be considered complete until compliance with subsection 418 (a)" so that there 

was no confusion that the resubmittal date was the date of completion. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer pointed out that 

there were references to the ETJ throughout the text that should be removed. Ms. Meade indicated that those 

changes would have to be addressed at a later time since they were not presented at the Public Hearing. She also 

suggested that the text in 40.501(c) read "shall be reviewed and processed as a new application period. 

Accordingly, such application shall be considered submitted on the date of the resubmittal and considered for 

completeness pursuant to 40.501(a)." Mayor Brantz declared a break at 7:50 p.m. to allow Ms. Meade and Ms. 

Shook time to make the proposed changes. Council reconvened at 8:08 p.m. Mr. Furgiuele made a motion that 

the proposed amendment, with the change offered by Ms. Meade, to the Town’s zoning ordinance is consistent 

with the Town’s comprehensive plan and any other adopted plan(s) of the Town that is applicable because it 

complies with Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.1.1 Economic Development E. The Town shall encourage a public 

service and regulatory environment conducive to business recruitment and expansion, while at the same time 

enhancing the area’s physical and human resources; E.1. Continue to look for ways to make development 

regulations and permit procedures more predictable and timely. Evaluate opportunities for administrative 

review and permit issuance for development projects which, due to their small size or relatively minor impacts, 

may not require review by a formal public commission or board.  Ms. Roseman seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously. Mr. Furgiuele made a second motion that the Town Council approves the proposed 

amendment to the Town’s zoning ordinance and believes approval is reasonable and the public interest because 

it brought the Town's UDO into compliance with state law. Ms. Roseman seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.  

HPC RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING BOONE CEMETERY 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council voted uanimously to approve the 

request as submitted. 
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CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING FOR DIGITAL WATAUGA IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$5,000 

Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted to approve the request as 

submitted. 

COVID-19 OPERATIONS/PROGRAMMING/EVENTS 

Mr. Ward asked for direction regarding Town of Boone programming and operations, and noted that state and 

CDC guidance was changing and was sometimes in conflict with local guidance from Council. Mr. Ward 

specifically asked for guidance on music lessons at the Jones House, as well as 4th of July events. Mr. Furgiuele 

was concerned that many places were opening up too quickly, as well as the threat of different variations. He 

stated that he would not want to ruin the progress that the Town had made by opening too soon. Mr. Furgiuele 

indicated that he was comfortable leaving the decision of Town operations up to Mr. Ward, and added that he 

was not sure he was comfortable making a decision about Fourth of July celebrations at this time. Mr. Ward 

noted that many neighboring towns were planning Fourth of July celebrations. Ms. Roseman indicated that if 

Town operations opened up, she hoped that those who chose not to come to work because of family situations, 

including a lack of child care, would not be penalized if they could continue to work remotely. Mr. Ward 

answered that Covid-19 leave had been extended for employees, but noted that not all employees were able to 

work remotely. He added that other towns were safely holding outdoor concerns by sectioning out areas to 

encourage social distancing and allowing people to remain in their vehicles while attending concerts. Mayor 

Brantz asked about the attitude of staff, to which Mr. Ward stated that he could not be more proud of the ability 

of Town staff to adjust to Covid-19 requirements. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer and Ms. Roseman agreed with 

reopening programming by implementing small changes. Ms. Roseman felt that staff should plan for Fourth of 

July celebrations but be prepared to cancel if needed. Mr. Furgiuele indicated that he was not as concerned with 

Fourth of July celebrations since they would be held outdoors and people could spread out, but that he had 

reluctance about holding music lessons inside the Jones House at this time. Mr. Ward suggested music lessons 

could be held outside while requiring participants to wear masks and social distance initially and to revisit at a 

later time.  

DISCUSSION OF POSSIBILITY OF REMOVING THE "UNRELATED PERSONS" 

RESTRICTIONS IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS 

Mr. Hicks presented a request for discussion regarding the potential removal of unrelated persons restrictions in 

all zoning districts or alternatively, a removal of occupancy limitations. Mr. Furgiuele stated that he believed 

occupancy limitations of the Town had been motivated out of the interest to protect neighborhoods, and to be 

able to maintain the neighborhoods which had been under enormous attack by development. He believed that 

there were many considerations that needed to be discussed, such as adequate parking. Mr. Furgiuele agreed 

with Mr. Hicks’s assessment that the definition of “family” was narrow and that there was room to reassess that 

term in light of the commitment the Town recently made regarding non-discrimination in the Town. He added 

that he believed this could be done without a wholesale destruction of the occupancy limits. Mr. Furgiuele 

suggested that Ms. Meade examine the definition of family in light of the recent ordinance and see how it might 

be redefined in a way that recognized non-traditional but committed relationships. Ms. Roseman and Ms. 

LaPlaca agreed that the definition of family needed to be revisited. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer felt that this change 

could potentially help with affordable housing in Town. Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to authorize Ms. Meade 

to examine the definition of family in the UDO and to come back to Council with recommendations in light of 

the non-discrimination ordinance recently passed. Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously.  

CONSIDERATION OF TOWN CODE AMENDMENTS TO MODIFY AND CORRECT 

THE TRAFFIC CODE 

Ms. Meade presented changes to the traffic code text originally presented on Tuesday night. She noted that 

except for designated spaces downtown, parallel parking on the streets of Boone was not permitted, and 
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indicated that number three in the text could be struck for that reason. Ms. Meade stated that this was an 

important tool for police to be able to enforce in order to maintain a quality of living in the neighborhoods. She 

added that she discussed with staff the language permitting delivery trucks to park in the streets to unload only 

if they did not cause substantial obstruction of traffic. Ms. Meade indicated that this text would call for some 

discretion with police officers. She added that if the text was insufficient, then it could go to the DBDA for 

discussion and input and to consider alternatives such as time restrictions for deliveries or only permitting 

deliveries on certain streets.  Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. LaPlaca, Council 

voted unanimously to approve the text as submitted.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
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Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:52 p.m.  

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


