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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, March 22, 2018 in the 

Council Chambers located at 1500 Blowing Rock Road. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council Members present 

were Mayor Pro-Tem Loretta Clawson, Lynne Mason, Sam Furgiuele, Connie Ulmer and Marshall Ashcraft. Staff in 

attendance were Town Manager John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Worley, Cultural Resources Director Pilar Fotta, 

Police Chief Dana Crawford, Planning Director Jane Shook, Urban Design Specialist Brian Johnson, Planner Marty 

Little, GIS Coordinator Chris Miller, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator Brittney Clark and Fire Chief 

Jimmy Isaacs. Town Attorney Allison Meade was also present. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Brantz welcomed all in attendance and asked anyone who wished to speak during public hearing to sign up. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Dan Flowers spoke regarding gun control in the Town and stated his view that gun control was ineffective and that 

he believed there was an ideological divide between citizens and police officers. Mr. Flowers added that tightening 

the regulations on gun ownership in Boone would be divisive and create animosity among the community. 

 

Bob Flanigan spoke against the possible repeal of the planned development process. Mr. Flanigan voiced his opinion 

that the process was a workable, fully vetted process that provided Council with an opportunity to look at planned 

development all inclusively. He indicated that while some new development had been approved using the planned 

development process, others did not get approved in the process. 

 

Justin Kieler addressed Council regarding the Chen property and asked members to uphold the fines assigned to Dr. 

Chen. Mr. Kieler stated that he had spent thousands of dollars to improve his own property and that bamboo from 

the Chen property was intruding.  

 

Andrew Mason spoke in favor of proposed changes to the UDO regarding brewpubs and added that a requirement of 

50% of beer sales in house was unworkable. He continued to say that the alteration of uses within the M1 zoning 

district was a good thing if there was vacant space that could be used appropriately, but added that M1 space in the 

Town was very limited, with most M1 zoned properties belonging to the Town.  

 

Daniel Minton provided Council with information that depicted the lack of local authority regarding gun control. 

CONSENT AGENDA ADOPTION 

Council Member Furgiuele asked that minutes for Council meetings held on Jan. 23, Feb. 15 and Feb. 19 be tabled 

until the April regular Council meeting since he and other members had not had a chance to review them. Brief 

discussion ensued regarding past practices on waiving fees associated with special events held by outside parties. 

Council Member Furgiuele asked that staff anticipate fees associated with recurring special events during budget 

time.  

 

Upon a motion by Council Member Furgiuele, seconded by Council Member Mason, Council voted to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

1. Approval of Budget Amendments 

2. Boone Cyclo.Via! Special Event Permit and accompanying budget amendment 

3. Village Vision Special Event Permit and accompanying budget amendment 

4. Pancakes in the Park License Agreement 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL RETREAT JANUARY 23, 2018 
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RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 4/19/2018 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING FEB. 15, 2018 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 4/19/2018 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING FEB. 19, 2018 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 4/19/2018 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

BOONE CYCLO.VIA! FESTIVAL 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

VILLAGE VISION FESTIVAL 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

APPROVAL OF PANCAKES IN THE PARK LICENSE AGREEMENT 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

CONSIDERATION OF CASES HEARD AT THE FEB. 26, 2018 PUBLIC HEARING 

 Council Member Furgiuele asked that he be recused due to the fact that he owned property near the property 

being discussed. Upon a motion by Council Member Mason, seconded by Council Member Clawson, Council 

voted to recuse Council Member Furgiuele.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Mason, Clawson, Ashcraft, Ulmer 

   Nay: None 

 

CASE PL01240-122217: General Use Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Planning Director Jane Shook presented a request for a general use zoning map amendment to rezone the 

properties located at 483 West King Street from Planned Development Marketplace to B1 Central Business. 

Ms. Shook noted that the Planning Commission recommended Council approve the request to rezone the 

property back to B1 Central Business. 

 

 VOTE #1 

  

Council Member Mason made a motion to approve that the proposed amendment to the Town's zoning 

map and that it is consistent with the Town's Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans of the Town 

as the UDO specifies that should the property fail to be developed in accordance with the terms and 

conditions of the Planned Development approval and also use of the property shall be permitted 

without a new petition for zoning map amendment being filed. This property was previously zoned B1 

Central Business and all properties surrounding this parcel are zoned B1 according to the Town's 

zoning map and staff report. Comprehensive Plan section 2.15 Downtown (f) states the maintenance 

and revitalization of Downtown Boone as well as planning for its future development will reflect the 

realities and qualities befitting its geographical setting and function as a center of 1- commercial and 

service activities 2- educational/cultural activities and events 3- public services which are included in 

the B1 zone. Council Member Ashcraft seconded the motion.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye - Mason, Clawson, Ashcraft, Ulmer 

   Nay- None 

   Furgiuele (Recused) 

 

 VOTE #2 

 

Council Member Mason made a second motion to approve the proposed amendment to the Town's 

zoning map and that approval is in the public interest because the property is located in Downtown 

Boone, the Town's central business district and reverts to its former zoning district which is the same 

zoning district as all adjoining properties.  Council Member Ashcraft seconded the motion.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye - Mason, Clawson, Ashcraft, Ulmer 

   Nay - None 

   Furgiuele (Recused) 
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Upon a motion by Council Member Clawson, seconded by Council Member Mason, Council voted to bring 

Council Member Furgiuele back into the meeting. 
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 VOTE:  Aye - All 

   Nay - None 

 

CASE PL00981-092517: UDO Modification - Honeybee Hives 

 

Ms. Shook explained to Council that in 2015 the North Carolina General Assembly modified the General 

Statute regarding limitations of local government regulation of bee hives and that the text presented to Council 

would bring the UDO into compliance with the update. Council Member Mason noted that with honeybees 

becoming more endangered this amendment would be a positive step. 

 

 VOTE #1 

 

Council Member Mason made a motion to approve the proposed amendment to the Town's zoning 

ordinance and that it is consistent with the Town's Comprehensive  Plan and other adopted plans of the 

Town. As noted in the "Helping Agriculture's Helpful Honeybees" post on the US Food and Drug 

Administration's website, which was shared by staff in their report, explaining the importance of 

honeybees: “Honey bees are big money makers for US Agriculture. These social and hardworking 

insects produce six hive products: honey, pollen, royal jelly, beeswax, propolis and venom - all 

collected and used by people for various nutritional and medicinal purposes.” This aligns with the 

Comprehensive Plan Policy 2.1.1 Economic Development Sections (a) and (e) and 2.14  Agricultural 

and Rural Development  Section (a). Council Member Clawson seconded the motion.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye - All 

   Nay - None 

 

 VOTE #2 

 

Council Member Mason made a second motion to approve the proposed amendment to the Town's 

zoning ordinance and believes approval is in the public interest because honeybees are critical to 

agriculture as crop pollinators and this ordinance sets standards for beehives in Town with 

requirements on how the  hives should be maintained and allows for the removal of hives that are 

not maintained and allows removal if necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

Council Member Clawson seconded the motion. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye - All 

   Nay – None 
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CASE PL01298-020218: UDO Modification - Repeal the Planned Development Zoning Map Amendment 

Process 

 

Ms. Shook stated that during the January Planning Retreat, Council asked staff to draft text which would 

remove the Planned Development process from the UDO due to concerns including how the neighborhood 

meetings were conducted, as well as the types of projects the process was used for. In response to questions 

raised by Council Member Furgiuele, Ms. Shook stated that the Planned Development process had been in use 

for approximately three years and that three projects had applied using the process with two being approved and 

one being rejected. Ms. Shook confirmed Council Member Furgiuele's statement that the Planned Development 

process allowed for the creation of a one of a kind zoning district, save for certain environmental requirements, 

if Council approves them. Council Member Furgiuele noted that the Planning Commission recommended that 

the repeal of the Planned Development process be denied by Council and confirmed with Ms. Shook that only 

three members of the Planning Commission gave the recommendation. Council Member Furgiuele expressed 

concern with the Planned Development process and the neighborhood meeting aspect in particular. Council 

Member Clawson added that the meetings she had attended were complete chaos. Council Member Mason 

indicated that while there were problematic areas, she leaned toward amending the process rather than repealing 

it altogether. Council Member Ashcraft added that he believed the process was flawed, but that it could be 

remedied fairly easily. Council Member Ulmer stated that she had concerns with the process and agreed with 

Council Member Ashcraft that there were ways to fix the process. 
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 VOTE #1 

 

Council Member Furgiuele made a motion that the proposed amendment to the Town's zoning 

ordinance is consistent with the Town's Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans of the Town 

because the PD process promotes random development through the Town without adequate controls 

and makes zoning much less predictable than when applying only the UDO citing specific criteria 

within the Comprehensive Plan: “Section 2.1.2 (h) The encroachment of incompatible scaled and 

designed commercial or office uses in divided or existing or planned residential areas shall be 

prohibited. Section 2.1.5 a compatible design character for the downtown are drawing upon the 

locality's original High Country small town features, shall be identified, reinforced and supported to 

put forth a quality image and sense of place. 2.3.3 (h) The overall housing unit density for proposed 

infill residential development or redevelopment should be compatible with the average density of 

existing areas. 2.3.4 (a) Public involvement shall be encouraged in decisions concerning land use and 

development by making the public aware of proposed developments at the earliest  opportunity, as 

well as fostering communication among developers, the Town, the County, the University and the 

general public. 2.1.1 (e)(1) Continue to look for ways to make development regulations and permit 

procedures more predictable and timely. Evaluate opportunities for administrative review and permit 

issuance for development projects, which due to their small size or relatively minor impacts, may not 

require review by a formal public commission or board.” Council Member Clawson seconded the 

motion. Council Member Mason stated that in the past Council has amended sections of the UDO 

rather than repealing and stated that she believed the same could be done in this situation. Council 

Member Furgiuele added that while an attempt was made to utilize the process, the process did not 

work the way it was expected.  Council Member Clawson seconded the motion. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Furgiuele, Clawson, Ulmer 

   Nay: Mason 

   Ashcraft (Abstain) 

 

 VOTE #2 

 

Council Member Furgiuele made a motion to approve the proposed amendment to the Town's zoning 

ordinance based on the belief that approval is reasonable and in the public interest because as the 

Planned Development process is designed, the process could lead to potentially incompatible 

development which is out of character for the area and the Town as a whole and because the process 

facilitates development where uses not related to each other can be approved and based upon the 

Comprehensive Plan policies which are cited above in motion number one. Council Member Clawson 

seconded the motion.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Furgiuele, Clawson 

   Nay: Mason 

   Ashcraft, Ulmer (Abstain) 
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CASE PL01298-020218: UDO Modification - Remove all references to the Boone 2030 Land Use Plan 

 

This item was not discussed due to the Planning Commission tabling the item. 

CHANGES FOR M1 MANUFACTURING ZONING DISTRICTS & 

BREWERY/RESTAURANT 

Mayor Brantz declared a break at 7:58 p.m. Council reconvened at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Planning Director Jane Shook reminded Council that at their Februrary meeting, members were presented with 

a request by Carson Coatney of Booneshine Brewing Company regarding potentially allowing restaurants with 

outdoor dining within the M1 Manufacturing Zoning District. She presented Council with a staff prepared 

analysis of the M1 Manufacturing Zoning District and brewery/restaurant uses and outlined the staff 

recommendations included therein. Brief discussion ensued regarding the criteria which was initially included 

in the UDO. Council Member Furgiuele expressed concern with allowing incremental changes based on one 

person's request and stated that the matter should be reviewed in a comprehensive way to achieve goals within 

the community. Mayor Brantz noted that he viewed the change as an opportunity to support local business. 
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Council Member Ashcraft stated that he was satisfied with the presentation of information by staff and made a 

motion to approve the language as proposed and to authorize the addition of 1,000 square feet to the current 

restaurant size cap of 2,500 square feet. Council Member Ulmer seconded the motion. Before a vote was taken, 

Council Member Furgiuele asked to hear from Mr. Coatney regarding potential time restraints related to this 

matter in particular. Mr. Coatney responded that the size issue was more pressing, as was the allowance of 

outdoor dining.  He added that if these issues were addressed, that the business would not use the brewpub 

definition and that the brewpub definition did not serve a purpose in his opinion. Ms. Shook noted that it could 

potentially present a problem for staff if Council chose to leave the brewpub listing. Town Attorney Allison 

Meade indicated that staff could feel constrained due to ambiguity of the definition of "brewpub" in the UDO.  

After some members expressed confusion with the initial motion, Council Member Ashcraft accepted an 

amendment suggested by Council Member Furgiuele to eliminate the definition of "brewpub" only within the 

M1 District at the current time and that Council revisit the issue in other settings in the near future and make 

changes outlined by staff to raise the current restaurant size cap by 1,000 square feet to 3,500 square feet and to 

increase the transitional zone in the case of outdoor dining. Council Member Mason brought to Council's 

attention that there was not currently an industry standard definition for brewpub and other communities do not 

differentiate between microbreweries and brewpubs. Town Manager John Ward asked that Council afford Ms. 

Shook and her staff consideration due to the large workload she already had. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None  

PRESENTATION OF B1 HEIGHT ANALYSIS 

Planning Director Jane Shook thanked staff involved in the creation of the Height Analysis being presented 

tonight. Planner Marty Little gave a brief summary of the analysis and noted that the Turchin Center and the 

First Baptist Church were excluded from the analysis, since staff was not able to obtain measurements for those 

buildings. Council Member Furgiuele stated that he was surprised at the low height of the buildings downtown, 

with only a few being three stories or higher. He added that he believed that when people think of Downtown 

Boone, they think of buildings such as the Mast Store instead of apartment buildings and that he would like to 

limit building heights on King Street to 30 feet, excluding government buildings. Council Member Furgiuele 

continued to say that building heights on Howard Street should be limited to 35 feet including parapets, but 

excluding elevator shafts and applauded Blowing Rock for maintaining more of a small town look. Council 

Member Ulmer expressed concern with raising building heights due to blocking trees. Ms. Shook noted 

challenges due to the topographical changes in King and Howard Street. Council Member Mason voiced that 

she believed Council needed time to process the information presented, adding that she did not want to see the 

buildings Downtown become monolithic and that she would like to incentivize keeping existing buildings as 

opposed to tearing them down and rebuilding. Discussion ensued regarding the extension of the B1 zoning 

district, with Council Member Furgiuele stating that he believed the Downtown Boone Historic District should 

have a building height limit of 30 feet with other areas having a 35 foot limit. Council Member Mason indicated 

that she believed parapets should be excluded from these height restrictions while Council Member Furgiuele 

disagreed. She voiced her opinion that a 30 foot height limit would be acceptable for a two-story building, but 

that a 35 foot limit could potentially be problematic for a three-story building, unless parapets were excluded 

from height restrictions. Discussion ensued, with Council Member Furgiuele stating that he would not be 

against a parapet of 2-4 feet on a building up to 33 feet in height on Howard Street. Council Member Furgiuele 

made a motion, which was seconded by Council Member Clawson that B1 height limits be placed on the 

agendas for the April Public Hearing and Council meeting at a rate of 30 feet height limit on King Street 

including parapets and 33 feet height limit with parapets no more than 4 feet on Howard Street depending on 

the vantage point determined . Council Member Furgiuele further clarified that the term "King Street" referred 

to the Downtown Boone Historic District. A complete copy of the B1 Height Analysis is available to view 

online at 

http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=1854&MediaPosition=&ID=176

3&CssClass= 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Furgiuele, Clawson, Mason, Ulmer 

   Nay: Ashcraft 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer 

NAYS: Ashcraft 

CONSIDERATION OF UPDATED SIDEWALK PRIORITY LIST 

Public Works Director Rick Miller presented Council with a list of sidewalk priorities for the upcoming fiscal 

year and added that the list was circulated through both the Transportation Committee and the Alternative 

Transportation Sub-Committee before being presented to Council. Mr. Miller stated that the goal of staff was to 

get as far down the list as funding allowed, and noted that in addition to Town funds, vehicle tax collected also 

contributed to sidewalk repairs. Upon a motion by Council Member Mason, seconded by Council Member 

Ashcraft, Council voted to approve the sidewalk priorities list as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

SECONDER: Marshall Ashcraft, Councilman 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

HOWARD STREET ADDENDUM 

Public Works Director Rick Miller presented an addendum to the contract with Davenport Engineering for 

added services on the Howard Street Enhancement Project which included additional geotechnical and 

photometry work, as well as additional engineering fees associated with the same. Upon a motion by Council 

Member Furgiuele, seconded by Council Member Clawson, Council voted to approve the addendum dated Feb. 

26, 2018 from Davenport Engineering. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

SUSTAINABILITY FORUM 

Planning Director Jane Shook presented a request on behalf of the Sustainability, Economics and Environment 

Committee to hold a Sustainability Forum in the fall of 2018 to promote sustainable programs within the Town. 

Council Member Furgiuele, who is a liaison to the SEEC, stated that he estimated the cost for the forum to be 

around $1,500 and noted that an annual event was a part of the SEEC mandate. Council Member Ulmer made a 

motion, which was seconded by Council Member Clawson to direct staff to move forward with the planning 

and preparation for a Sustainability Forum to be held in the fall of 2018. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Connie Ulmer, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

DRAFT LANGUAGE TO ALLOW NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION 

Public Works Director Rick Miller presented Council with draft language for an ordinance allowing for non-

motorized wheeled alternative transportation on Town sidewalks. Mr. Miller noted that the language was 
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prepared by the Alternative Transportation Sub-Committee and the Cruzin' Committee, then sent back to the 

Transportation Committee and that it had not yet been reviewed by Town Attorney Allison Meade. Mr. Miller 

added that language pertaining to bicycles was not included in the draft presented, to which Council Member 

Mason added that the Transportation Committee felt like since bicycles were recognized by the DOT as 

vehicles, the topic warranted more discussion. Council Member Furgiuele stated that he supported the proposal 

except for the exclusion of bicycles. Nathan Godwin, member of the Cruzin' Committee clarified that the goal 

of the proposed language was not only to allow skateboards on Town sidewalks, but also inline and roller 

skates. He continued to say that the Boone Area Cyclists group did not encourage bicycles on sidewalks due to 

safety issues for the rider. Council Member Furgiuele reiterated that he supported the proposed plan, but wanted 

to revise the language to include bicycles on sidewalks, provided riders followed safety requirements. Council 

Member Mason expressed her view that the language should be sent to the Town Attorney for review and/or 

revisions, then to hold a public hearing. Council Member Furgiuele made a motion to direct the Town Attorney 

to review and/or revise the proposed draft ordinance language with the inclusion of bicycles, and once the 

review is complete a public comment period would be held at the beginning of the Council meeting at which the 

revised ordinance was presented. Mayor Brantz and Council Member Ulmer inquired about the Town's liability 

should the ordinance take effect. Ms. Meade stated her opinion was that the proposed ordinance would not 

increase the Town's liability.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

ANALYSIS REGARDING GUN CONTROL IN TOWN LIMITS 

Council Member Furgiuele announced that he requested the Town Attorney prepare an analysis regarding gun 

control so that the public could understand what authority municipalities had on gun control and that the item 

was not on the agenda for Council action. Town Attorney Allison Meade presented her analysis which had two 

main points: authority on gun control is limited; and the Town was already exercising gun control to the extent 

that it could.  

AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR GRANT FUNDING 

Police Chief Dana Crawford presented a request for Council's permission to apply for grant funding for the 

financing of two patrol officers.  Chief Crawford explained that the grant would fund two entry-level officers 

along with two vehicles and equipment for three years, with the Town supplying funding in the amount of 

$156,959. He continued to add that the department desperately needed officers due to increased workload and 

noted the department's lack of resources in its overtime fund. Town Manager John Ward noted that the deadline 

for applications was prior to budget discussions. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

REVIEW OF APPALCART BOARD ORGANIZATION 

Town Attorney Allison Meade presented her review of the structure of the AppalCART Board. She stated that 

the board was established in 1980 and currently had eight members, including one Town Council 

representative. 

REVIEW OF TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON POLICY 
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Council Member Furgiuele presented a request for Council to review the large number of Town committees and 

what he believed to be issues with Council Members serving as liaisons to Town boards and committees. He 

referenced a recent lack of members at meetings of the Planning Commission and the Community Appearance 

Commission, which would result in a low quorum tasked with decision making. Council Member Furiguele 

continued to add that it was his belief that Council member liaisons often had undue influence on boards and 

committees due to their position, and expressed concern about public perception.  He stated that he would like 

to have standing committees that were staff specific and that did not have a set meeting schedule. Upon a 

motion by Council Member Furgiuele, seconded by Council Member Clawson, Council voted to examine one 

board or committee per regular Council meeting and have the staff representative for that committee present for 

questions and discussion.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

PROPERTY TRANSFER - 131 MORNINGSIDE DRIVE 

Council Member Mason made a motion, which was seconded by Council Member Furgiuele to amend the 

agenda to include action for agenda item number 12 under Council Matters.  

 

Town Manager John Ward explained to Council that Watauga County had offered property located at 131 

Morningside Drive to the Town of Boone, which would create a continuous stretch of Town-owned greenspace. 

Upon a motion by Council Member Furgiuele, seconded by Council Member Clawson, Council moved to 

proceed with the transfer of property located at 131 Morningside Drive from Watauga County to the Town of 

Boone. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Councilman 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro- Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

TOWN MANAGER UPDATE 

Town Manager John Ward updated Council on the following topics: 

 

- Public Hearing/Planning Commission meeting on March 26, 2018 

- Bike and Pedestrian Plan Stakeholders meeting on April 18, 2018 

- Wellness Center Greenway connector easements have been recorded, with construction expected to begin in 

April 

- Appointment of two local residents to the state Board of Elections 

- Chamber-sponsored meet and greet for federal, state and local elections candidates to be held on April 23, 

2018 

- Clean-up crews on the site of a fuel spill at Blue Ridge Energies 

- Noise complaints have been addressed at the water intake construction site 

APPOINTMENT TO TDA 

Council Member Mason nominated Lenny Cottom for re-appointment to the Tourism Development Authority.  

 

 VOTE:  Aye: Mason, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

   Nay: Clawson, Furgiuele 

 

Mr. Cottom's term will expire on March 22, 2021. 
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APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

Council Member Furgiuele nominated Karyn Reid to the Community Appearance Commission.  Brief 

discussion followed regarding the commitment level of students who wish to serve on Town committees. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

APPOINTMENT TO WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Council Member Clawson nominated Pam Williamson and Dr. Jim Buchanan to serve on the newly formed 

Water Advisory Committee. Council Member Furgiuele added that if another month goes by with few 

applications, Council should consider paring the committee down in size. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

Ms. Williamson and Dr. Buchanan's terms will expire on March 22, 2021. 

CLOSED SESSION 

Entering Closed Session 

Council Member Clawson made a motion, which was seconded by Council Member Furgiuele, to enter closed 

session at 10:30 p.m. 

 

1. Pursuant to N.C.Gen. Stat. § 143-318.11 (a)(1), to review, approve and seal closed session minutes from 

Council's prior closed session. 

 

2. Pursuant to N.C.Gen. Stat. § 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the Town  Council and obtain legal advice, consider 

and/or give instructions to the attorney concerning the claim involving the Town of Boone and Zhiyuan Chen. 

 

3. Pursuant to N.C.Gen. Stat. § 143-318.11 (a)(3) to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the Town  Council and obtain legal advice, and/or give 

instructions to the attorney concerning one or more potential claims. 

Exiting Closed Session 

Upon a motion by Council Member Clawson, seconded by Council Member Furgiuele, Council voted to exit 

closed session at 11:23 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Council Member Mason, seconded by Council Member Ashcraft, Council voted to adjourn the 

meeting at 11:25 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Worley, Town Clerk         Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


