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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was held on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers located at 1500 Blowing Rock Road in Boone. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council Members present 

included Mayor Pro-Tem Loretta Clawson, Lynne Mason, Sam Furgiuele, Connie Ulmer and Marshall Ashcraft. 

Staff present included Town Manager John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Public Works Director Rick Miller, 

Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Planning Director Jane Shook, Cultural Resources Director Pilar Fotta 

and Police Chief Dana Crawford.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Brantz announced the passing of former Boone Mayor Velma Burnley, and asked for a moment of silence in 

her honor. He then asked that anyone who wished to speak during the Public Comment period to please sign up. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Mr. Ward noted the addition of a second public comment section which was added to the agenda in anticipation of a 

large turn-out of speakers regarding the proposed revisions to the N.C. Highway 105 Superstreet Plan.  

 

Upon a motion by Ms. Mason, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, Council voted to approve the Tentative 

Agenda as presented. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Danny Houck of the Ashe County Sheriff's Office, formerly of the Boone Police Department, approached Council to 

thank them for their support during his time employed at the Town of Boone. He asked members to take note of the 

competitive salaries offered at other departments when considering the FY19/20 budget. 

 

Jeff Collins, Owner of Peabody's Beer and Wine on N.C. Highway 105 spoke regarding the revised superstreet plan. 

Mr. Collins began by stating that though he had been in touch with other business owners along the corridor, the 

opinions he was about to express were his own. He expressed that he believed that the NCDOT did not provide a 

comprehensive set of plans showing revisions to the original plan. He reminded Council that inaction on this matter 

would likely mean that the road would not be addressed for 10-15 years due in part to a lack of funding. Mr. Collins 

stated that he did not like the superstreet concept, but believed that based on the information provided by NCDOT, it 

would be the best option for Boone. He added that he believed construction on the project would greatly affect some 

businesses along the corridor, but believed it to be the best course of action. Mr. Furgiuele noted that each citizen he 

had spoken to was against the project. He added that he was disturbed by the attitude of the NCDOT in presenting 

an ultimatum and added that he would like to see additional options. 

 

Rick Pedroni, owner of Casa Rustica on N.C. Highway 105 thanked Council for their support and for standing up to 

NCDOT against the superstreet project initially presented. He stated that he wished there were other options 

presented, but believed that time was of the essence. Mr. Pedroni felt that the new plan did not solve all the 

problems in the first plan but that he would stand behind Council whatever decision they made. 

STATE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT PUBLIC FORUM 

Police Chief Dana Crawford along with other members of the Police Department presented Council with a 

presentation entitled "Behind the Blue Lights". Chief Crawford noted that Boone was one of the first agencies in 

North Carolina to utilize body cameras on all patrol officers, and noted the extensive amount of training and 

education hours logged by officers. Lieutenant Chris Hatton commended the bridges that the department had worked 

hard at building to link officers with the immigrant communities in Boone. Yolanda Adams, Family Resource 

Coordinator at Watauga County Schools stated that the department had opened the door for increased 

communication and trust within the Latino community, and noted an upcoming self-defense class being hosted by 

the department for Latino women. She finished by announcing the upcoming Latino Fair at Watauga High School 
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on April 19, 2019 from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. and invited Council to attend. Captain Andy LeBeau recognized the 

department for their efforts in striving toward diversity. Communications Director Kevin Hardy responded to a 

question raised by Mr. Furgiuele that the allowance of skateboards on sidewalks had not caused additional problems 

for staff, in that skateboarders were off the roads which reduced the number of related calls to the department. He 

further stated that the department did not have enough resources to police skateboard violations regularly and relied 

primarily on a complaint-based system. Lieutenant Bobby Creed  stated that the department had strived to take 

action against using lethal force, and noted that officers attended annual firearms training which included de-

escalation techniques, in addition to officers using their own money to purchase ammunition to practice firearm 

proficiency. Lt. Hatton stated that the department had dealt with opioid overdoses, but that they had not had any 

deaths as a result of opioid overdoes in the past year. He added that all officers had access to Narcan and were 

trained it its use. Discussion turned to the department and how they were working to lower their use of fossil fuels. 

Captain LeBeau felt that outside assistance was needed from people who had been trained in this area. He noted that 

the department had ordered two electric bicycles and that the department would like to do more bike patrol, since 

there was a perception that officers on bicycles were more approachable, but that there was not enough staff to do 

so. In response to a question submitted by Mr. Furgiuele, Chief Crawford noted that, though it was legal in other 

areas, marijuana was still an illegal substance in North Carolina, and that the department currently lacked the 

manpower to spend a great deal of time to seek and arrest marijuana users. Chief Crawford then invited District 

Attorney Seth Banks to speak on the question presented regarding the recent Court ruling regarding fines and 

forfeitures in criminal cases. Mr. Banks stated that his office was struggling with this issue, and that they were 

committed to following the law as it related to fines and forfeitures. Mayor Brantz opened the floor to public 

comment. Watauga Democrat reporter Thomas Sherrill asked how long body camera video footage was held in 

house. Sergeant Matt Stevens replied that videos were retained indefinitely since there was no way for staff to 

stratify which videos should be kept and which should be disposed of. Mayor Brantz asked about the department's 

relationship with ASUPD, with Sgt. Stevents answering that he believed the departments shared a great relationship, 

and that investigators from the two departments worked together often and well. Mr. Furgiuele inquired about 

camera malfunctions and what the consequences would be if an officer deliberately turned off his or her body 

camera. Sgt. Stevens stated that officers were guided by policy to turn the cameras on at the beginning of a situation, 

and confirmed that equipment had malfunctioned occasionally. Mr. Furgiuele stated that he had respect for the work 

of the department though he had posed all the questions for this forum. He added that with all the disturbing issues 

discussed in the news, he believed the Town of Boone would be remiss to not maintain an open discussion on the 

performance of the department. Mr. Furgiuele asked how many interns the department currently had, and what the 

diversity situation was in this program. He specifically asked whether the department had invited ideas from the 

Latino community about ways to diversify and recruit Latinos in the police force. Chief Crawford replied that the 

department was having difficulty recruiting anyone. He stated that they were only receiving 1 or 2 applications, 

where they used to receive 15 or 20 in the past. He and Capt. LeBeau stated that the department had a good 

relationship with the intern program coordinators at ASU. Mr. Furgiuele agreed that Boone officers had been 

building bridges with the local Latino community, but that the issue was not necessarily what was happening in 

Boone, but what was happening nationally. He commended the department for the strides they had made in this area, 

and asked that they be open to ways to make all people, documented or not, comfortable in reaching out to officers. 

Mr. Furgiuele then asked what the department's capacity for bike patrol was, with Capt. LeBeau answering that if a 

shift was fully staffed at five officers, they would potentially be able to place one officer on bike patrol, but that a 

full shift rarely occurred. He continued to say that officers were willing to do bike patrol and that training classes 

gathered a great deal of interest. Discussion turned to the use of excessive force used by police officers in other parts 

of the Country. Chief Crawford felt that there was no acceptable amount of bullets used in such situations, but that 

when an officer was in a situation and felt his or her life was in jeopardy, they would try to protect lives, including 

their own, by whatever means necessary. He stated that in situations where excessive lethal force was used, people 

failed to take into account that there were often multiple officers firing multiple bullets at the same target. Ms. 

Ulmer expressed that she felt that the media had created a generation of fear, and tried to steer the conversation 

away from the negativity often seen on the news. Ms. Mason stated that she believed this forum to be educational 

for Council Members, and that she hoped it was beneficial to the community. Mayor Brantz thanked the department 

for their work and added that he hoped that this would become an annual event. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson stated that 

she appreciated the police department and that they made her proud to live in Boone. She also thanked the Latino 

community and Marge McKinney for attending the event. Mr. Ashcraft echoed the praise from others. Mr. Furgiuele 

stated that he believed the forum was positive and that although he had great confidence in the Boone Police 

Department, that others may not share the same feelings, and that he believed the forum helped to make officers 

seem more human.  
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A complete copy of the presentation is available to view online at http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx 

 

Mayor Brantz declared a break at 7:54 p.m. Council reconvened at 8:05 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No one was signed up to speak during the second public comment period. 

COUNCIL MATTERS 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR APPALCART 

Mr. Ward stated that staff was contacted by AppalCART representatives to ask for assistance in recovering 

funding which had been taken away from them at the State level. Ms. Mason and Mr. Furgiuele expressed 

concerns with the letter of support included in the packet, to which Mr. Ward noted that the letter was simply a 

sample provided by AppalCART and could be altered. Mr. Furgiuele asked that references to other 

communities be stricken, the word "expand" be changed to "maintain" and that a citation be made in the last 

paragraph regarding the positive impact of a viable public transportation system. Mr. Ashcraft suggested that 

the word "restore" be added to read "...restore this critical funding...". Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, Council voted to adopt the letter of support as amended. Ms. Ulmer 

asked that a statement be added as to why the AppalCART was a huge asset. Mr. Furgiuele and Mayor Pro-Tem 

Clawson accepted this amendment. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Council Member 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro-Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

DISCUSSION REGARDING POST OFFICE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

EXPENDITURE 

Cultural Resources Director Pilar Fotta approached Council to ensure they were agreeable to the department 

shifting funds previously allocated for the protective screen over the mural at the Downtown Post Office to 

instead building shelves for mailing materials located in the lobby. Other projects that would be funded 

included the repair of water damage on the walls and the repainting of plaster; buffing and cleaning floors; 

striping and refinishing tables and adding the memorial plaque for Stacy Eggers, Jr.; purchase of a new entry 

mat, new light bulbs and a new clock. Ms. Fotta indicated the total amount for these upgrades was 

approximately $5,825. Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Mr. Ashcraft, Council voted 

to approve the expenditures as outlined by Ms. Fotta. Mr. Furgiuele asked whether staff had discussed 

upgrading the fixtures with Post Office employees. Ms. Fotta indicated that staff had discussed the upgrades and 

that staff would also be building frames for informational posters. Ms. Meade added that it appeared to her that 

the water damage was a result of an issue with the exterior flashing on the building. Ms. Fotta confirmed this 

and stated that Public Works staff had addressed the issue.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Marshall Ashcraft, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

DISCUSSION REGARDING THE WATER INTAKE BARN QUILT PROJECT 

Ms. Fotta asked that Council consider the large size of the proposed barn quilt at the water intake site, and 

indicated that due to the shape of the structure, this quilt would need to be rectangular in size, rather than 

square. She suggested that Council consider using reclaimed wood from the collapsed barn on the property to 
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construct a natural-looking American flag on each side of the water intake structure. Ms. Fotta felt that 

expecting an artist to make two large pieces of art with no pay is not realistic and unfair. She stated that she had 

been in contact with an artist named Cheryl Prisco, who had quoted $10,000 for both flags, and noted that other 

artists would typically charge $20,000 per flag. Mr. Furgiuele was in support of this suggestion, and asked 

whether a bid process would be required for this. Mr. Ward indicated that staff would work together to make 

sure all financial requirements were met. Public Works Director Rick Miller clarified that the barn being 

discussed was the original barn on the Cooper farm that had collapsed under the weight of snow this winter. He 

added that he had contacted Randy Cooper, who seemed open to the idea, but that he wanted to get approval 

from the other two Cooper siblings before proceeding. Mr. Miller indicated that wood could be procured 

elsewhere if needed. Ms. Fotta clarified that her recommendation was to commission Cheryl Prisco to prepare 

two large flags from the old barn wood (if possible) and that the funding for the project would come from the 

water and sewer fund. She proposed that staff would assist in the harvesting of materials, and suggested that 

Council allow staff and/or the artist the flexibility to alter the tone of the colors used on the flag as needed in 

order to fit in with the surroundings. Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to accept Ms. Fotta's recommendations. Ms. 

Mason seconded the motion. Ms. Ulmer expressed concern with possible vandalism in the area. Mr. Ward 

indicated that the area was constantly monitored. Ms. Fotta reiterated that staff would be sure to follow all 

bidding and financial regulations. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Council Member 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

AWARD OF BID - CONTRACTED SERVICES FOR MOWING 

Upon a motion by Ms. Mason, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted to approve the contract for mowing 

services as presented. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

SECONDER: Connie Ulmer, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

AWARD OF BID - DOWNTOWN SIDEWALK INSTALLATION 

Public Works Deputy Director Todd Moody presented a request for Council to consider awarding the bid for 

the installation of a sidewalk from Depot Street to Water Street (pending final contract review by the Town 

Attorney) to Greene Construction in the amount of $27.90 per square foot. Mr. Furgiuele confirmed with Mr. 

Moody that this was the same company that installed the sidewalk in front of Mast General Store, and stated 

that he believed that particular sidewalk had failed several times and that pedestrians tripped over the uneven 

partitions frequently. Mr. Moody stated that the area in front of Mast General Store was the first brick 

installation downtown, and that it was on a sand base. He further clarified that sidewalks were now constructed 

on a concrete base and added that he had no concerns with the quality of work by Greene Construction. In 

response to a question raised by Mr. Furgiuele, Mr. Ward stated that the funding for this project would come 

from the Downtown Boone Development Association streetscape fund, and that a budget amendment would be 

presented on Thursday for Council's consideration. Mr. Furgiuele confirmed with Mr. Ward that the sidewalks 

at the recently demolished Wade Brown office building and the new building at the Marketplace would not be 

installed by the Town.  Mayor Brantz asked whether Greene Construction would perform the same tasks as 

noted in the other companies' proposals. Mr. Moody indicated that the Town preferred to remove and reinstall 

their own signs and parking meters. Ms. Meade clarified that all the applicants were bidding on the same 

specifications, even though some bid sheets were more detailed. Ms. Mason made a motion, which was 

seconded by Mr. Ashcraft to award the bid for downtown sidewalk construction to Greene Construction as 

presented, with the stipulation that Green Construction follow the bidding documents as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

SECONDER: Marshall Ashcraft, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF LEASE - BONNIE JEAN BROWN (PUBLIC 

WORKS PARKING) 

Council was asked to consider approval of a lease between the Town of Boone and Bonnie Jean Brown for the 

parking lot behind the Public Works building which was used by staff. Mr. Miller noted that the proposed lease 

included a $250 per year increase and that the lease ran until 2022. Mr. Furgiuele asked whether the entire 

parking lot was being utilized, to which Mr. Miller responded that the Town had 25 spaces set aside for staff, 

with 12-14 employees regularly parking there. He added that half the lot was sublet to the neighboring 

apartment complex. Mr. Furgiuele then inquired whether the proposed lease was the same lease that had 

previously been in place. Ms. Meade responded that the current lease was drafted before her time with the Town 

and that she added that 90-day termination clause. Mr. Furgiuele expressed concern with the 90-day termination 

clause due to the fact that there could be development in the area in the future and that these people may be 

willing to pay a higher price than the Town for the use of the parking lot, leading to early termination of the 

Town’s right to use the lot.  Ms. Meade stated that the reason she added that 90-day termination clause was so 

that the Town would have the option to terminate the lease if the new Municipal Complex was completed 

before the lease expired and that she felt the lessor should have the same protections as the lessee. Mr. Miller 

felt that staff had a good relationship with the lessor and that the Town helped them with maintenance on the 

property, but that he had no way of knowing whether or not the lessor would terminate the lease for more pay. 

He further noted that the current contract expired at the end of the month. Mr. Furgiuele stated that he supported 

the lease, but asked that staff have conversation with Ms. Brown to see if she would consider better protections 

for the Town. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson made a motion to approve the lease, with Ms. Mason seconding. Mr. 

Furgiuele offered a friendly amendment to the motion to request that there be conversation with Ms. Brown 
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about amending the lease to give the Town more protection. Ms. Meade felt that the lessor may be unwilling to 

give up their right to early termination, while allowing the Town to maintain that protection. Mr. Furgiuele 

added that he would be agreeable to the Town's early termination clause to be restricted to only the situation in 

which the new municipal complex was ready for occupancy prior to the expiration of the lease. Mr. Ashcraft 

asked that staff report back on the outcome of discussion with the lessor, but asked that staff move forward with 

the contract. These amendments were accepted. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

APPROVAL OF ON-CALL ENGINEER SERVICE FIRM RENEWALS/EXTENSIONS 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Moody presented a request for Council to consider regarding contract renewals and 

extensions for the Town's on-call engineering firms. In response to a question raised by Mr. Furgiuele, Ms. 

Meade responded that she reviewed the initial contracts with the two engineering firms in question.  Mr. 

Furgiuele asked that staff inform Council if the student intern rate was ever charged to the Town, since it was 

very costly. After brief discussion, Mr. Furgiuele made a motion to approve the on-call engineer service firm 

renewals and extensions as presented. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson seconded the motion. It was noted that the 

other three engineer agreements extended automatically, with Ms. Meade noting that she would like to review 

these agreements at some point. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sam Furgiuele, Council Member 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro-Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

CONSIDERATION OF "CLEAN-UP" CHANGES TO CHAPTER 72 (PARKING 

REGULATIONS) 

Following brief discussion regarding parking at the Greenway loop lot, Ms. Mason made a motion to approve 

the changes to Chapter 72 as presented. Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson seconded the motion. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Lynne Mason, Council Member 

SECONDER: Loretta Clawson, Mayor Pro-Tem 

AYES: Mason, Clawson, Furgiuele, Ulmer, Ashcraft 

CLOSED SESSION 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Clawson, seconded by Ms. Mason, Council voted to enter into closed session at 

9:00 p.m. pursuant to:  

 

1. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(1), to review, approve and seal closed session minutes from Council's prior 

closed session(s). 

2. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3), to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the attorney-

client privilege between the attorney and the Town  Council and  obtain legal advice, consider and/or give 

instructions to the attorney concerning one or more potential legal claims. 

3. N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(6), To consider the qualifications, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial  employment of an individual public officer or employee or 

prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge or grievance by  or 

against an individual public officer or employee. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

 

Upon a motion by Ms. Mason, seconded by Ms. Ulmer, Council voted to exit closed session at 10:29 p.m. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion by Mr. Ashcraft, seconded by Ms. Mason, Council voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 p.m. 

 

 VOTE:  Aye: All 

   Nay: None 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


