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CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order electronically on Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 

6:00 p.m. Mayor Rennie Brantz presided. Council members present included Mayor Pro-Tem Connie Ulmer, Sam 

Furgiuele, Dustin Hicks, Nancy LaPlaca and Virginia Roseman. Staff members present included Town Manager 

John Ward, Town Clerk Nicole Harmon, Public Works Director Rick Miller, Planning Director Jane Shook, Finance 

Director Amy Davis, Deputy Public Works Director Todd Moody, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator 

Lane Moody, Sustainability and Special Projects Manager George Santucci, Cultural Resources Director Mark 

Freed, Fire Chief Jimmy Isaacs, Police Chief Andy Le Beau and Human Resources Director Dale Presnell. Town 

Attorney Allison Meade was also in attendance. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Brantz announced the following board vacancies: 

 

ABC BOARD 
One position 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
One alternate position 

 
COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
Four regular positions 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 
One vacancy 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
One regular position 
One student position 
 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
One position (Cooperative Extension) 
One resident position (Alternative Transportation) 
One student position 
 
WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Five regular positions 
One student position 

TENTATIVE AGENDA ADOPTION 

Upon a motion by Ms. Roseman, seconded by Mr. Hicks, Council voted unanimously to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

REQUESTED APPEARANCES 

JASON CARPENTER - AUDIT PRESENTATION 

Jason Carpenter of Combs, Tenant, & Carpenter presented the FY 2020/21 audit. A complete copy of the audit 

presentation may be viewed online at http://boonenc.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2329 . Upon 

a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to accept the audit 

as presented. 

PAM HYSONG - HOWARD STREET PROJECT UPDATE 
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Ms. Hysong, regional director of the USDA office in Asheville, presented several documents needed for the 

Community Facility Loan in the amount of $9,737,188 for the Howard Street Revitalization Project in 

Downtown Boone. Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to 

approve the documents as presented. 

ADOPTION OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, Council voted unanimously to approve the 

following items on the consent agenda: 

 

 1. Budget Amendments: Police Department - Advertising Sale of Surplus Property (401.33) 

     Police Department - Maintenance Vehicles - Misc. Revenue (531.95) 

  

 2. Amended Annexation Ordinance for Caldwell Hospice Property 

  

 3. Minutes: Regular Town Council Meeting February 16, 2021 

    Regular Town Council Meeting February 18, 2021 

    Special Town Council Meeting February 22, 2021 
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COUNCIL MATTERS 

TOWN MANAGER UPDATE 

Mr. Ward updated Council on the following items: 

 

1. Covid 19: 62 positive cases across the County, 30 of those associated with ASU. Within the last week, Mr. 

Ward noted that over 700 vaccinations had occurred on campus. Watauga County Board of Education recently 

voted to start back on its option A plan of four days in person learning per week.  

 

2. Pursuant to G.S. 160-499.4 Notice Prior to Construction: The Public Works Department will begin 

installation of storm water infrastructure on Grove Street beginning the week of March 22nd. Once completed, 

curb & gutter and new sidewalk will be installed along this street beginning in April. Please expect minor traffic 

delays in this area as we continue to improve our sidewalk infrastructure. The Public Works Department can be 

reached at 828-268-6230 with any questions or concerns. 
 

3. Hunting Hills Slope Failure Easement: Staff has coordinated with 10 individuals to secure a permanent 

easement for the repair area needed for this project. We currently have funding to continue with geotechnical 

and slope stabilization design up to the construction bidding phase. Estimates for construction to complete this 

project are between $75,000 and $100,000. 
 

4. Spring Litter Sweep:  The North Carolina statewide spring litter sweep will take place this year April 10th 

through April 24th. Town residents will receive an additional free curbside pickup of collected debris 

(household junk/bulk items, yard debris or brush) beginning Monday, April 12th through Monday, April 26th. 

Simply phone the Public Works Department (828)268-6230  to schedule collection or submit your request 

online through the Citizens Service Request located on the Public Works page of www.townofboone.net. For 

more information, contact Shannon Isaacs, Telephone (828)268-6230 shannon.isaacs@townofboone.net 
 

5. LED Streetlight Conversion: The Street Department has replaced 54 street lights over the last month and 

we're now over 50% conversion to LED. We have 110 fixtures on hand that we'll be working to replace in the 

coming months. 

 

6. Greenhouse Gas Inventory: Staff has completed a full accounting of the total amount of power used by 

Town facilities and residents and businesses on both New River Light and Power and Blue Ridge Electric.  

 

7. With the Town Council's participation, staff was able to communicate to AppalCART that the Town of 

Boone would be contributing and working with them on installing a new bus charger. 

 

8. Trash Trout device will be delivered in the upcoming months and will be installed off of State Farm Road 

below the metal Greenway bridge at the Health Sciences Center. Staff hopes to do some interpretive exhibits as 

an educational outreach program. 

 

9. Mr. Ward reported that a meeting was scheduled next week with New River Light and Power and Blue 

Ridge Electric regarding the potential for electric chargers on Howard Street in conjunction with the Howard 

Street project.  

 

 

10. Deer population educational information: Mr. Ward shared a document which would soon be distributed in 

water bills to educate residents on the deer population and the impacts the animals had on neighborhoods.  

 

11. Mr. Ward indicated that staff was exploring the possibility of rezoning the Rivers House property. He 

stated that the property was currently zoned R1 and was not in the proposed Historic District. Mr. Ward added 

http://www.townofboone.net/
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that staff would be applying for a certificate of appropriateness for this property, which would serve as a 

learning tool for staff.  

 

12. Mr. Ward announced two new sporting leagues that would be coming to the area which would bring 

additional opportunities for events in the spring months. 

 

13. Mr. Ward shared a draft of the Town of Boone diversity equity inclusion survey.  

Mr. Furgiuele suggested that the survey ask participants specifically whether they live within the Town limits so 

responses could be sorted out from people who had an interest in Boone versus those that actually lived in 

Boone. Ms. Roseman suggested asking participants how often they used services within Boone and whether or 

not they worked in Boone.  

 

14. Mr. Ward announced that the Town of Boone has received $5.67 million in early appropriated COVID 

related funding. Mr. Furgiuele asked whether these funds could be utilized on the municipal complex project. 

Mr. Ward noted that this was his plan if the project was eligible.  

TOWN ATTORNEY UPDATE 

Ms. Meade reported that staff had obtained easements needed to continue with the slope repairs at the Hunting 

Hills bridge. She also noted that the update on Chapter 160 D was underway. Ms. Meade noted that she would 

be bringing an item to Council next month to discuss a possible update to the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Mayor Brantz declared a break at 8:12 p.m. Council reconvened at 8:27 p.m. 

BOARD LIAISON REPORT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer reported from the Cultural Resources Advisory Board that there were art exhibits on 

display at the Jones House. Ms. Roseman noted that there was discussion at the TDA meeting of working with a 

new advertising agency, as well as a Civil War trail in the area. She added that the Historical Preservation 

Commission had discussed several topics including the Junaluska marker ceremony, and the cemetery on ASU 

campus. 

CONSIDERATION OF AUDIT CONTRACT 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to approve 

the audit contact as presented. 
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DOWNTOWN PROJECTS UPDATE- DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON 

NEXT STEPS 
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Ms. Shook updated members on downtown projects and including revisions which were in the process of being 

made to the UDO in Articles 14, 15, 17 and 18. While Ms. Shook pulled up proposed website landing page for 

downtown projects, Mr. Ward announced that the Town of Boone had recently been named a Tree City USA by 

the Arbor Day Foundation. In regards to the webpage, Ms. Shook stated that the goal was for the public to 

review the projects and to be able to contact staff and potentially schedule appointments for further discussion if 

desired. She indicated that mailings would be the next step, and asked whether Council wanted staff to present 

the finished product at a joint meeting with the HPC, CAC and Council, or to Council alone toward the end of 

April. It was the consensus of Council to hold a joint meeting electronically on April 20 at 6 p.m.  

PRESENTATION OF HAYES, BRYAN, GREENE CEMETERY RESEARCH 

On behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission, Dr. Eric Plaag presented research on the Hayes, Brian, 

Greene Cemetery in Boone, along with a request for clarification of the Council request that the HPC consider 

whether the Town should undertake full or partial maintenance of cemeteries located inside the Town limits. 

Mr. Furgiuele stated that he was interested in guidelines for deciding whether the Town should take over the 

maintenance of cemeteries that would include an initial screening process. As for the Hayes, Bryan, Greene 

Cemetery, he suggested that permission be sought out from the owner to install a historical marker similar to the 

one installed on Rivers Street. Mr. Furgiuele felt that the first step should be to utilize staff and the Town 

Attorney to determine ownership of the property and to ensure the property was maintained. Mr. Furgiuele then 

made a motion to task the HPC with giving the Council screening guidelines with respect to private cemeteries. 

Ms. Roseman seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Furgiuele made a second motion to authorize the Town Attorney to confer with Dr. Plaag and Phoebe 

Pollitt, and the entire HPC to the extent that it needed to be involved, to come up with other strategies for 

identifying and creating as much certainty as possible as to who had the authority to grant the right at the Hayes, 

Bryan, Greene Cemetery to authorize the posting of a Town historical marker in the same order as what was 

done for Rivers Street, and that while that process was going on, that as Ms. Davis and Mr. Ward work on next 

year's budget, that $2,500 be set aside for the potential expenditure for  a marker, and that the Historic 

Preservation Commission propose the language that should be included on the marker. Ms. Roseman seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Roseman made a motion to task the Historical Preservation Commission to look into any and all cemeteries 

that lie within any portion of the Town limits and to have them logged and categorized and submitted back to 

Town Council by December 2021. Mr. Furgiuele seconded the motion and offered a friendly amendment that 

there be a target date of the end of the year, but that it not be an absolute deadline. Ms. Roseman accepted the 

amendment and the motion passed unanimously.  

CONSIDERATION OF CONTRACT FOR WEBSITE UPDATE 

Mr. Ward presented a contract with CivicPlus for Council's consideration for a website update. He stated that 

staff had researched different providers, and believed this to be the best option to achieve Council's requests for 

better communications with the public, fillable forms, and more. Mayor Brantz believed this to be critically 

important, since news outlets relied upon in the past were not as reliable anymore. Ms. Roseman asked if this 

request were approved, when the new website would be live. Mr. Ward indicated that the conversion was 

approximately a six month process. Mr. Furgiuele was in support of the website update, but asked members and 

staff to remember the need for press releases and a more effective flow of information in other forms as well. 

Upon a motion by Ms. LaPlaca, seconded by Mr. Hicks, the request was approved unanimously.  
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CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE RE: APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL VACANCY 
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Ms. Meade presented a draft ordinance regarding the appointment of members to vacant seats on the Town 

Council. She stated that the updates to Chapter 30 of the Town Code mainly addressed the minimum age and 

residency requirements for appointment to a Town Council vacancy, and believed that these were both required 

under the North Carolina constitution. In reference to the last clause, Mr. Furgiuele felt that a majority vote was 

not enough, and suggested a four fifths majority instead. He added that in terms of the deadline being 

established by the Town Clerk, the Clerk may not always be present to set a deadline. Mr. Furgiuele further 

suggested that the Clerk be authorized to establish a deadline if Council had not already set one. He also 

suggested the addition of a provision that would allow the alternative of appointing somebody as Mayor from 

the outside if no members were willing. Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer, 

Council approved the ordinance with the changes as discussed. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Furgiuele, seconded by Ms. Roseman, Council voted unanimously to enter into closed 

session at 10:15 p.m. pursuant to: 

 

 1. N.C. Gen. Stat. 143-31.11 (2)(1), to approve and seal closed session minutes from Council's prior 

closed session(s). 

 

 2. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 143-318.11 (a)(3) - to consult with the Town Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege between the 

  attorney and the Town Council and obtain legal advice, consider and/or give instructions to the 

attorney concerning one or more of the    lawsuits in which the Town of Boone is currently a 

party (i.e., involving as counter-parties: (i) Watauga County (Watauga County Superior   Court), (ii) 

Traveler's Insurance (W.D.N.C. 5:20-cv-189), and/or (iii) Barry Mallatere (W.D.N.C. 5:18-cv00006)). 

 3.  N.C.Gen.Stat.§143.318.11 (a)(5), to establish, or to instruct the Pursuant to 

N.C.Gen.Stat.§143.318.11 (a)(5), to establish, or to instruct   the public body's staff or negotiating agents 

concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (I) the price   and 

other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for the acquisition of real property by purchase, option, 

exchange, or lease    (PIN 2911-50-4269-000 and 2911-50-2341-000). 

 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Ulmer,  seconded by Mr. Hicks, Council voted unanimously to exit closed 

session at 11:25 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:27 p.m. 

     

      

Nicole Harmon, Town Clerk        Rennie Brantz, Mayor 


