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TOWN OF BOONE 
SUSTAINABILITY, ECONOMICS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018 
5:30 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Quint David, Vice-Chairperson Harvard Ayers, 

John Prickett, Christian Gentry, Lee Ball, Sam 
Furgiuele and Marshall Ashcraft 
 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jane Shook, Director of Planning and Inspections and 
Marlene Crosby, Committee Secretary 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. David called to order the meeting of the Boone Sustainability, Economics and Environment 
committee, held at the Watauga County Library – Meeting Room located at 140 Queen Street at 
5:29 p.m.        

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Vice-Chairperson Ayers made a motion, seconded by Member Prickett to adopt the agenda as 
amended by adding the Election of Officers to the agenda.  
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
 
  The motion passed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Prickett made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Ayers to approve the December 
14, 2017 meeting minutes as written.   
 
 Vote: 
   Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
    
  The motion passed. 
 
It was noted that Mr. Quint David acted as Chairperson for this meeting. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Discussion ensued on Mr. David being eligible to be nominated for Chairperson of the committee 
since he is no longer a Council Member and not on the committee.  It was the consensus of the 
Sustainability, Economics and Environment committee members to let the following nomination 
for Chairperson stand until further clarification on the process can be received by the Town Clerk 
on this matter.  Mr. David noted that he has applied for an open position on this committee.   
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The floor was opened for nominations for the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for this 
committee.  
 
Motion and Vote: 
Vice-Chairperson Ayers nominated Mr. David to the position of Chairperson, seconded by 
Member Ball. 
 
 Vote: 
  Aye - All 
  Nay - None 
 
  The motion passed. 
 
Motion and Vote: 
Member Ball nominated Vice-Chairperson Ayers to the position of Vice-Chairperson, seconded 
by Member Gentry. 
 
 Vote: 
  Aye - All 
  Nay - None 
 
  The motion passed.  
 
The floor was closed and there were no other nominations for the positions of Chairperson or Vice-
Chairperson for this committee.   
 
Motion and Vote: 
Member Gentry made a motion, seconded by Member Prickett to suspend Roberts Rules for this 
meeting.  
 
 Vote: 
   Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
    
  The motion passed. 
 
DISCUSSION ON THE ENERGY ACTION PLAN  
Vice-Chairperson Ayers answered questions on the 2030 and 2050 100 percent Clean Renewable 
Energy Goal.  He said that the overall goal is to reach renewable energy in all energy sectors by 
80 percent in 2030 and by 100 percent in 2050.  He handed out a four-page document entitled: 
Town of Boone Energy Draft Proposal (permanently attached).  He noted that he has requested to 
add the draft proposal on the February 2018 Council agenda. 
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Mr. David explained that the Council has approved the 2017 Sustainability goals.  He said the 
committee has been directed by Council to make recommendations for a draft plan for the Town 
of Boone to reach their 100 percent clean renewable energy goal by 2050. 
 
Mr. David asked each person present at this meeting to introduce themselves.  The following 
people were at the meeting:  Ms. Aleah Warner from the Watauga Democrat, Ms. Becca Bauer, 
Kahe Kienbaum and Rory Mellmoll all from Appalachian Voices, Mr. Sam Zimmerman of Sunny 
Day Homes and green construction builder, Mr. Taylor and Mr. AJ Carpenter both students at 
Appalachian State University. 
 
Mr. David explained that the SEEC members in 2014 added 100 percent clean renewable energy 
to their 2009 goals.  
 
Mr. David said based on the numbers from 2014 the Town of Boone is spending about $1.1 million 
dollars annually on energy. This includes the $750,000 spent on electricity. The committee 
members hope to relocate the dollars spent on electricity to renewable energy options.  
 
Mr. David said there have been improvements in the carbon usage due to better technology.   
 
Discussion ensued on locating land in the County for the number of solar panels necessary to help 
reach their renewable energy goal.  He talked about the options of asking the power companies to 
help with solar power or the Town owning their own solar field.  It was noted that there is a 
possibility that land is cheaper in the Wilkesboro area for a solar field. It was the consensus of the 
committee members that they do want the solar field in Watauga County.  
 
Mr. David said we need to determine how many kilowatts and megawatts of solar power is needed 
to reduce the electricity in the Town based off of the current usage. Mr. David said that five to 
seven megawatts of solar would cost approximately $1.30 to $1.50 per watt. 
 
Discussion ensued on options to help achieve the 100 percent Clean Renewable Energy goal.  
 
Member Gentry talked about including using wind power as an option because there already have 
completed wind studies.   
 
Member Ball noted that NTE is going to start offering clean energy to the Town of Boone through 
New River in the next five to six years which is well within the 2030 plan. He further explained 
that NTE is the power company that New River Light and Power is going to start buying their 
energy from.  He noted that there could be a mixture of options for example using some solar and 
buying some solar from NTE.  He said that one of the options could be REC’s but they are more 
expensive. He noted that it will be cheaper to build solar than to maintain the gas plants.   
 
Vice-Chairperson Ayers said it is a little cheaper to build rooftop solar than field solar.  He said he 
believes that solar power can be installed for $1.00 per watt by 2025 which is the best estimated 
price that solar will decrease by then.    
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Vice-Chairperson Ayers said if the draft proposal is approved by Council, they will begin to install 
in 2018 about 100 kilowatts of solar.  He said some of it will be installed on rooftops in Boone. 
 
Mr. David said that the installation of solar may cost more upfront but it will cost less over time 
to increase clean renewable energy in Boone.  
 
Discussion ensued on buying energy.  Member Furgiuele asked if the Council approves buying 
energy from New River Light and Power is the expectation that there would be a contract between 
the power company and the Town.  
 
Member Ball said he could discuss the buying of energy for the Town with Mr. Ed Miller from 
New River Light and Power.  
 
Discussion ensued on the possibility of property owners paying more to have renewable energy.  
Member Ball said that recently New River Light and Power did a survey but no one at the meeting 
knew the results of the survey. 
 
Member Furgiuele talked about finding other ways to reach the renewable energy goal while you 
are building your own capacity to generate energy locally.  Member Gentry agreed with Member 
Furgiuele on running a dual tract both focused on energy. It was noted that the Town cannot own 
a solar system and sell it back to itself.  There has to be an agreement with Blue Ridge Electric 
which would not be a good deal because they want to own the generation back into their system.  
It was noted that an analysis of the cost of Blue Ridge Electric’s solar tariffs and current rates need 
to be reviewed to see what the savings over time will be.   
 
Vice-Chairperson Ayers said that he has met with Blue Ridge Electric and they will buy the energy 
from the Town.  He said the Town is currently waiting to see what the new solar rates are going to 
be. It was noted that the Town will have to produce more than it needs to sell the energy to Blue 
Ridge Electric.  It was noted that an analysis will tell how much energy needs to be produced to 
cover the Town’s needs.   
 
Discussion ensued on proposing a renewable energy project in the Town.  When the project is 
installed the public can see it and it may encourage the public to invest in other renewable energy 
projects in the Town. Vice-Chairperson Ayers talked about starting in a small and visible way with 
electric cars and electric car chargers.  
 
Member Furgiuele talked about proposing to the Town a solar-rebate program which is a low scale 
project like the successful low-flow toilet program.  He noted that this topic is on the January 2018 
Council agenda. Vice-Chairperson Ayers said he thought the solar-rebate program would be 
competitive with what his intern and the Town intern was working on last year for many hours. It 
was the consensus of the committee to keep the solar-rebate program agenda item on the Council 
agenda.  
 
Member Furgiuele said that he sees things that the Town could be improving on for example 
expanding the Town’s recycling program.  
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Member Furgiuele said that he agrees with the suggestion to propose solar projects that can been 
seen in the Town.  
 
Mr. David said that part of the approved long-term goals of the SEEC was to investigate the PACE 
financing program.  He said instead of a tax credit the solar amount could be put on the actual tax 
bills. 
 
Member Gentry talked about the option of the Town buying straight up all of the Town’s energy 
at renewable costs now which would help with the immediate impact, while allowing the 
discussion on the generation capacity for energy.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Ayers noted that 15 communities have signed the resolution which is the Dr. 
Mark Jacobson clean renewable energy plan.  He noted that if the Council approves the Town of 
Boone Energy Draft proposal, the Town of Boone will be the first in the state of North Carolina to 
have a plan of this type.   
 
Mr. David said the SEEC committee members would summarize to Council their 
recommendations for the Town of Boone’s 100 percent Clean Renewable Energy goal.  
 
OTHER MATTERS BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS OR STAFF 
Mr. David confirmed that the next SEEC meeting will be on Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Planning and Inspections Department – Upstairs Conference Room located at 680 W. 
King Street.   
 
AJOURNMENT 
Member Gentry made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Ayers to adjourn the meeting at 
6:45 p.m. 
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
 
  The motion passed.  
 
 
________________________________                                _________________________________ 
Mr. Quint David, Acting Chairperson                               Marlene Crosby, Committee Secretary 
 
 
 


