
TOWN OF BOONE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA 

The Town of Boone Historic Preservation Commission will meet on Tuesday, December 11, 
2018 at 3:00 p.m. in the Planning & Inspections - Upstairs Conference room located at 680 West 
King Street.   The following items will be on the agenda:   

1. Call to Order

2. Adoption of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes
- November 13, 2018

4. Junaluska Community Marker Application Review

5. Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review

6. Linville River Gorge Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List

7. Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff
- Set Agenda for next meeting
-

8. Adjournment
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Boone Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2018 
3:00 p.m. 

Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Eric Plaag-Chairperson, 
Chuck Watkins, Bettie Bond, Phoebe Pollitt and Rennie Brantz 

Town Staff in Attendance:   Christy Turner-Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board 
Secretary 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections upstairs conference room located at 680 West King Street, to order 
at 3:00 p.m. 

Adoption of Agenda 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Pollitt to accept the agenda as written. 

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Pollitt to accept the October 9, 2018 
meeting minutes as amended with the following changes: On page two in paragraph four, in the 
first sentence change “registry” to “register”.  On page four in the first paragraph and first 
sentence change Council’s to Councill’s and on page five in the first paragraph under Other 
Matters by Commission Members or Staff in the second sentence change “Council” to Councill”. 

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Bond to accept the October 29, 1028 
meeting minutes as amended with the following change: On page one in paragraph three in the 
last line, change “clearstory” to “clerestory”.  

Motion and Vote: 
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Vote: 
Aye – (Bond, Brantz, Plaag, Watkins) 
Nay – None 
Abstention – (Pollitt)  

The motion passed. 

Phase I Survey Report Discussion 
Chairperson Plaag said he has written everything except for the historic context which he is 
currently working on.  He noted that the historic context section will be fairly lengthy, and it will 
include photos of the buildings.  

Chairperson Plaag handed out the rest of the draft copy of the Final Report of the Comprehensive 
Architectural Survey of Downtown Boone, North Carolina by Dr. Eric W. Plaag, dated 
December 2018 for the Historic Preservation Commission to review and propose changes to the 
16-page draft document (permanently attached).

Chairperson Plaag explained to the HPC members that he would read aloud the whole draft 
document and he asked them to let him know of any proposed changes they would like to see 
made on it.   

Discussion ensued on the Introduction section of the draft document.  On page three, in the first 
paragraph of the draft document under the Introduction, Member Pollitt asked how a community 
changes its name.  Chairperson Plaag said there is no way of knowing the thought process at that 
point in time.  There were no substantial changes made to this section of the draft document. 

Discussion ensued on the Purpose of the draft document.  The following proposed changes were 
made on page five, in the second paragraph in the second sentence, it was the consensus of the 
HPC members to add that the unidentified individual as Ms. Christy Turner, as a Planner for the 
Town of Boone. On page five, I the third paragraph change 2014 to 2015. On page six in the first 
paragraph add after authorization “two of which.”   

Discussion ensued on the Methodology of the draft document. The following proposed changes 
were made on page nine in the third paragraph in the first sentence remove the “and” between 
technician training, on page nine in the nine in the third paragraph in the first sentence add 
“absentee” between inform property, on page nine in the third paragraph in the second sentence 
spell out “WCPL”, on page nine in the fourth paragraph in the third sentence add “the 
technicians” between instructed to, on page nine in the fourth paragraph add the additional 
speakers Lu Ann Welter from Hendersonville, North Carolina and Annie McDonald from the 
North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office,  on page 12 in paragraph two Chairperson 
Plaag further explained about the loss of survey data from the Town laptop where the shell 
database was stored. He noted that the SHPO still uses Microsoft Access for their database and 
this software is not used anymore.  He said he purchased a new laptop and continued with the 
work of the survey.  

3



Discussion ensued on the Survey Results and Recommendations of the draft document.   The 
following proposed changes were made on page 15 in paragraph one in the last sentence add 
“the” between often best, on page 15 in paragraph two, Chairperson Plaag asked about the date 
for the post office, if it was prior to survey project and Ms. Turner said she could provide him 
with the date.  

Chairperson Plaag explained that he thought about adding another paragraph to the end of the 
first paragraph on page 16.  He said this paragraph would include additional buildings that would 
be eligible as local landmarks after façade restoration, like the Watauga County Bank, if 
someone wanted to fix the original entrance, for example.  

Chairperson Plaag noted that on page 16 in the second paragraph, he explained that the Boone 
Community Appearance Commission since the HPC members last met with them has proposed 
to eliminate a separate Warehouse District and instead leave it grouped with the Downtown core. 
He told the HPC members that this creates an opportunity for the HPC members to have a wider 
Historic District, if they wanted to.   He said that Ms. Annie MacDonald from SHPO encouraged 
Chairperson Plaag to advocate for this idea to the HPC and Council but not to instruct them to do 
so.    

Discussion ensued on the pictorial survey on Grand Boulevard.  Ms. Turner said it was in 2008 
when the questionnaires were sent out.  

After Chairperson Plaag completed reading the whole draft document, he asked the HPC 
members, if they saw any further changes or additions that needed to be made.   

Member Watkins said under the Purpose section of the draft document, Chairperson Plaag did 
not include the Watauga County Architectural History pictorial book.  Member Watkins said that 
comparisons were done by the researcher on the various surveys that were done.  Chairperson 
Plaag explained that they are called survey publications and they are now frowned upon by 
SHPO’s because they are viewed as glorified coffee table books.  Chairperson Plaag agreed with 
Member Watkins that said book needs to be mentioned because it is a link in the chain of 
evidence.  Chairperson Plaag said he would add it to the draft document.  

Chairperson Plaag noted that the old Wolfie’s Sandwich space on King Street beside the Qualls 
Block at one time was the Watauga County Library building from 1944 to 1946.  He said this 
space served as an important purpose in a difficult time when there was not a lot of money for a 
new library.  

With no other proposed changes to the draft document, Chairperson Plaag said that his goal is to 
have the revised draft document to the HPC members in the next couple of weeks for their 
review before the next meeting.  

Linville River Gorge Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Finalization 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion on the topic stating that he will be presenting the proposed 
details of the thoughts of the HPC members on the celebration to the Council at their meeting on 
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Thursday, November 15, 2018.  He asked Member Bond to contact the owner of the Proper 
Restaurant regarding the catering of the food and get back to him prior to November 15, 2018.    
Ms. Turner talked about the availability of the “How Space” on Howard Street for the proposed 
celebration event.  She said she has not yet been able to find out the availability of said space. 
She said that Mr. John Ward, Boone Town Manager told her that the Town cannot sell tickets for 
the proposed celebration event but they can ask for donations.  Chairperson Plaag noted that Mr. 
Ward, told him that January 1, 2019 is a Town holiday and there will not be Town Staff available 
to help with this proposed celebration event on that date.   

Member Pollitt suggested putting this proposed event off until spring and for the Town to try to 
work with Tweestie Railroad on it just before they open for the year.  Chairperson Plaag agreed 
that this could be a possibility because the railroad depot building was completed in the spring of 
1919.  He also said there would be Staff available and warmer weather for the proposed event. 
Member Pollitt said the Appalachian State University students and faculty would be in Town in 
May.   Member Bond suggested having the proposed event on the first Friday, May 3, 2019.   

Chairperson Plaag said he learned that there was no dining car service on the Linville River 
Railway.  He said that he learned that people brought “box lunches” on the train for when 
traveling on daily excursions.  

Discussion ensued on making a recommendation to Council for the proposed 100th anniversary 
celebration.  Chairperson Plaag suggested having the proposed event at Jimmy Smith Park or in 
the courtyard space where the old bus station used to be that is owned by the University. 
Member Pollitt suggested putting up railroad photos for the month of May in the Town of Boone 
Jones House.  

Motion and Vote:  
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Pollitt to postpone the Linville River 
Gorge Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration of the construction of the depot until May 3, 2019. 

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None  
The motion passed. 

Discussion ensued on the food model and food delivery model for the proposed 100th 
anniversary celebration event.  Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members to think of ways to 
deliver the food at the celebration to the community without selling tickets.  Ms. Turner said the 
Town cannot sell the food because it is a Town sponsored event.  Member Bond suggested that 
perhaps the Watauga County Historical Society could sell the food.  

Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
Chairperson Plaag said the HPC members are still waiting on Council’s authorization on their 
recommendation for a sub-committee to work on the Junaluska Historical Marker.  He said he is 
delighted to mention that Ms. Sue Keefe has created a draft text for the historical marker and 
once the sub-committee has been approved by Council, he will share it with the sub-committee 
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and put together a formal marker application to be reviewed by the HPC members and it will be 
sent to Council for their consideration.  

Member Bond noted that one of the best additions to the HPC this year has been the addition of 
Member Pollitt because of her positive contributions to the HPC agenda items.    

Member Brantz left the meeting at approximately 4:36 p.m. 

Chairperson Plaag said at the next HPC regular meeting on Tuesday, December 11, 2018 the 
following items would be on the agenda:  The draft Historical Context of the Downtown Boone 
Comprehensive Architectural Survey, Discussion of the Linville River Railway 100th 
Anniversary Celebration Event, and Update on the Council decision for the Junaluska Historical 
Marker Sub-committee. 

Adjournment 
Member Bond made a motion, seconded by Member Pollitt to adjourn the meeting at 4:38 p.m. 

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

___________________________ _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson              Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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