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TOWN OF BOONE 
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 13, 2019 

3:00 PM 
 

 
Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Chairperson Eric Plaag, 
Vice-Chairperson Phoebe Pollitt, Bettie Bond, Teresa Pearman and Rennie Brantz 
 
Town Staff in Attendance:   Christy Turner-Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board Secretary 
 
Others Present:    
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections upstairs conference room located at 680 West King Street, to 
order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Vice-Chairperson Pollitt made a motion, seconded by Member Bond to adopt the agenda as 
written.  
 
 Vote:  
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None   
  The motion passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to approve the July 9, 
2019 meeting minutes as amended.  
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None   
  The motion passed. 
   
Foundation Forward, Inc.        
Ms. Christy Turner, Senior Planner explained that Boone Town Manager, Mr. John Ward had 
been approached by an educational non-profit, regarding Foundation Forward, Inc.  He said 
they are working on erecting displays of “The Declaration of Independence, The United States 
Constitution and The Bill of Rights in each County throughout North Carolina.  He also included 
that they have a long list of sites that have been completed and dedicated throughout North 
Carolina and beyond.  
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Ms. Turner said that Mr. Ward had asked the Historic Preservation Commission to review this 
topic; to see if they are interested in discussing some ideas on where to locate such a display, if 
we move forward with a recommendation to the Boone Town Council.  
 
During the meeting, Ms. Turner reviewed various websites to see the completed displays in 
Sylva and Morganton, North Carolina. 
 
Discussion ensued on Foundation Forward, Inc.  Chairperson Plaag noted that he would like to 
review the charge of the HPC to see if reviewing this type of topic fits into the charge.  He noted 
that this would include reviewing the design to see if it is appropriate for Downtown Boone. 
 
Chairperson Plaag noted that one location could be beside the war memorial and Town parking 
lot on W. King Street near Town Hall.  He noted that another location would be to place it 
beside the Watauga County Courthouse, if the County gave permission to do so.  
 
 Ms. Turner said she would get more information on this topic and provide it at the next HPC 
meeting.  
 
Junaluska Marker Application 
Chairperson Plaag explained that he has not been able to work on the draft Junaluska Marker 
Application since the last meeting.  He suggested that this agenda item be tabled to the HPC’s 
September 2019 meeting.  
 
Motion and Vote:  
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Bond to table the draft Junaluska 
Marker Application agenda item to the HPC’s September 2019 meeting.   
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed. 
 
Historic Design Guidelines 
Chairperson Plaag began reviewing the language for proposed changes in the draft design 
guidelines starting on page 82 of the handbook (permanently attached), Section 6.12 through 
page 90, Section 9.4.  It was agreed upon by the HPC members at the next meeting they would 
start reviewing the language on page 90, Section 10. 
 
The following proposed changes were made to the following sections: 
 

Section 6.13 Removed wording and kept photograph and changed the Photo 
courtesy from Becky Haney to David Wyke Collection and Digital 
Watauga Project. 

Section 6.14 Changed this section to 6.13 
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Section 6.15 Changed this section to 6.14 
Section 6.16 Changed this section to 6.15 
Section 7.2 In the last sentence, changed “house” to “building” 
Section 7.4 In the last sentence, put a comma after louvered and wood 
Section 7.6 In the next to last sentence, change “shingles” to “materials”.  In the 

last sentence, change “also” to “never” 
 
Discussion ensued on the guidelines in the Unified Development Ordinance regarding paint and 
paint color.  Ms. Turner reviewed the current guidelines of the UDO and answered questions on 
it.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Turner about how the guidelines apply to the Farmers Ski Shop 
building.  Ms. Turner talked about the UDO section regarding non-conformities.  She further 
explained UDO Section 7.05.02 (A) through (C2) which explains Tiers 1 and 2 and how the dollar 
amount of development costs triggers each tier. 
 
Ms. Turner explained that the requirements are fundamentally neutral series of colors with a 
light reflective value of 59 or below and the accent colors are at 60 or above and cannot be 
more than five percent (5%) of the total coverage area.   She said that neutral colors must be 
used and the color white is not allowed.  
 
Chairperson Plaag asked about the current regulations on painting brick.  Ms. Turner said it is 
not allowed in the Downtown District.   Ms. Turner explained that if the brick on a building is 
already painted, it if preferred that they remove the paint. She further explained that there 
have been several problems with the paint removal.  She said on the Vetro Building the paint 
was about one-inch thick and they are having trouble removing it.  She said they would need to 
paint it.  Chairperson Plaag asked Mr. Turner, if anyone has consulted with SHPO regarding this 
issue.  He suggested asking the paint removal person to SHPO to get more information on it 
before they start repainting the building.   Chairperson Plaag talked about the contractor doing 
the work may having the experience to remove the paint and suggested asking the SHPO for a 
referral to an experienced contractor for this type of paint removal.  (The revisions continued 
on the design guidelines). 
  

Section 9.0 In the second paragraph in the third sentence put a hyphen between 
Depression and era. 
 
In the third paragraph remove “While the Boone Historic Preservation 
Commission does not regulate paint colors per se” and add “The Town 
of Boone UDO Section 7.05.02 regulates the colors used in commercial 
properties throughout Boone.  The application of new paint, to 
buildings in the Historic District must conform to this UDO section 
7.05.02 unless Historic precedence or use of a non-conforming color 
can be demonstrated through historic images or color chronology 
testing”. 
 

Section 9.2 In the first sentence remove “surface” and add “exterior materials”. 
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Section 9.3 In the second sentence, change the word “house” to “building”.  
Remove “Typically, trimwork-including window and door casings and 
surrounds, soffits, fascia, and other elements – is often painted with a 
contrasting or lower value hue than the weatherboard or siding, 
especially on Victorian-era properties.  Wood shingles are usually 
stained a dark color and often darker than any associated wood siding”. 

 
Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
Chairperson Plaag suggested adding the following agenda items to the next meeting agenda:  
Junaluska Marker Application and the Historic Design Guidelines 
 
There were no other topics discussed at this meeting. 

 
Adjournment 
Vice-Chairperson Pollitt made a motion, seconded by Member Bond to adjourn the meeting at 
4:52 p.m.  
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
 
___________________________                              _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson               Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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