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TOWN OF BOONE 
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 MEETING MINUTES 
JULY 14, 2020 

3:00 PM 
 

 
Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:   
Chairperson Eric Plaag, Vice-Chairperson Phoebe Pollitt, Teresa Pearman, Bettie Bond, Chuck 
Watkins, Rennie Brantz and Loretta Clawson 
 
Town Staff in Attendance:   Jane Shook-Director of Planning and Inspections, Christy Turner – 
Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board Secretary 
 
Others Present:   John Ward-Town Manager, Allison Meade-Town Attorney and Anna Twigg-
Town Hall Intern 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held via 
WebEx, a video conferencing software to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Board Training 
Ms. Allison Meade, Boone Town Attorney gave a brief introduction to some board training 
regarding the Town of Boone gift policy.  She informed the Historic Preservation Commission 
that the Council passed a new gift policy in June of 2020.  She said the Council asked her to 
inform each Town board and committee member regarding this change to policy because it 
applies to them as well as to the Council members. She said at the next HPC meeting she will 
include a copy of the gift policy and a few other materials that will cover some basic board 
issues like open meetings law, public records law, and the authority of boards and committees 
under the Town Code.  She said she would answer questions on the material.   
 
Ms. Meade reviewed the new gift policy on the virtual computer screen. She noted that the gift 
policy is part of the Code of Ethics located in Chapter 30 of the Town Code. She explained that 
in the revised Chapter 30, Part D (1)(a.-f.), this section now contains more detail in an attempt 
to provide greater guidance as to gifts. She said in the revised text there is a blanket rule that 
gifts are not to be accepted.  She explained the section on the monetary value of gifts. She also 
talked about the exceptions to gifts that may be accepted. 
 
Ms. Meade explained and gave some examples of when a board or committee member can 
accept a gift or not accept a gift.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Meade about two potential 
scenarios that could be an issue involving the current HPC committee members.  He said there 
are times, when the Watauga County Historical Society asks for a historian to speak as part of 
their speaker series.  He said if HPC Member Watkins is given an honorarium to speak at an 
event and he accepts the honorarium, is this grant against the Town’s gift policy.  Ms. Meade 
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said no because HPC Member Watkins is not a Watauga Historical Society committee member.  
She also said that Watauga Digital would not be covered under the gift policy.  Chairperson 
Plaag said occasionally another person on the HPC will give him books that they no longer want.  
He asked if these types of exchanges fall under the gift policy.  Ms. Meade said no.  
 
Ms. Meade left the virtual meeting at approximately 3:20 p.m.  
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Discussion ensued on moving the Public Comment agenda item permanently to the beginning 
of the agenda.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Christy Turner, Senior Planner, if an agenda item 
can be permanently moved by the HPC putting forth a motion and vote to do so. Ms. Turner 
said that she would research the rules and procedures to see what it says about this type of 
change. Chairperson Plaag explained that it makes better sense to have the public comment at 
the beginning of the meeting before the discussion and decisions are made on agenda topics.  
 
Chairperson Plaag made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to move the Public 
Comment agenda item to the beginning of this meeting agenda.   
 
 Vote:  
  Aye – (Clawson, Pearman, Plaag, Pollitt, Watkins) 
  Nay – None  
  Abstentions – (Bond and Brantz) due to technical issue  
  The motion passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to approve the June 9, 
2020 meeting minutes as amended.  
 

Vote: 
  Aye - All 
  Nay - None    
  The motion passed. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment at this meeting. 
 
District Designation Report 
Chairperson Plaag noted that he was not able to complete the District Designation Report since 
the HPC last meeting.  He said he will try to get it completed in the next seven to ten days and 
send it out to the HPC members for their review.  He asked the HPC members, if they would 
vote to add the District Designation Report to the next Council agenda because he does not 
anticipate any issues with it.  
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Member Bond made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to add the draft District 
Designation Report to the August 2020 Council agenda pending the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s vote at their August 2020 meeting approving the draft report.  
 

Vote:  
 Aye – all 
 Nay – none 
 The motion passed.  

 
Survey Report 
Chairperson Plaag reviewed an email from Ms. Annie McDonald containing proposed changes 
and comments from her review of the draft Survey Report beginning on page three through 
page 338 (permanently attached).   
 
Chairperson Plaag explained that he and Ms. McDonald agreed that he would make the 
correction on page 18 by contextualizing the statement further by adding the damage done to 
the court house here in Boone.  He said there were other courthouses that were attempted to 
be burned during Stoneman’s Raid.   
 
Chairperson Plaag said that he would make the proposed changes to the draft report that Ms. 
McDonald has suggested for page 73, as well as the other proposed changes found in the email 
from Ms. McDonald.  He asked the HPC members, if they had other proposed changes or 
comments on the proposed changes presented at this meeting.  There were no other proposed 
changes made to the draft Survey Report at this meeting.  
 
Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members, if they would authorize him to make the proposed 
changes given to him from Ms. McDonald and presented at this meeting and he would send the 
draft Survey Report to Ms. Turner.  He also asked the HPC members to vote to add the draft 
Survey Report to the August 2020 Council agenda for approval pending the map from the Town 
of Boone, GIS Department that will be included in the draft Survey Report.  
 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Pearman to authorize Chairperson Plaag 
to make the proposed changes suggested by Ms. Annie McDonald from the State Historic 
Preservation Office that were reviewed at this Historic Preservation Commission meeting. And 
for the Planning Staff to add the draft Survey Report to the Council’s August 2020 meeting 
agenda for final approval.  
 
 Vote:  
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
Member Watkins asked Chairperson Plaag about the plans for disseminating the Survey Report.  
Chairperson Plaag noted at the last HPC meeting that Ms. Shook had stated that the joint-
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meeting with the SHPO, Community Appearance Commission and the Historic Preservation 
Commission had been approved by Council; and she was waiting on some other information 
and dates and once she received the dates, she will send out a doodle poll to schedule the 
meeting.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Shook for an update on the scheduling of the joint 
meeting.  He also stated that it is vital to have the joint meeting and to have a coordinated 
strategy for how the information will be disseminated to the public and the receiving of 
feedback on the material, given the pandemic issues we are facing now.  Ms.  Turner explained 
that the Planning Staff is working on the logistics of having a virtual meeting with approximately 
25 people.  Ms.  Turner said she would give the HPC an update on the coordinating of the joint 
meeting at their next HPC meeting.  Chairperson Plaag further explained that by August of 2020 
the Survey Report and the District Designation Report will be widely available for anyone that is 
following along with the HPC meetings. He said that he wanted to know that there is a 
coordinated strategy in place to be able to address concerns that may be raised by business 
owners or tenants or others that may not understand the process.   
 
Discussion ensued on the publication of the Survey Report and District Designation Report and 
other information that the HPC generates.  Chairperson Plaag explained that there has been 
previous discussion on placing this type of information on the Town website.  He said on option 
for publications would be a stand-alone Historic Preservation Commission website that is linked 
to the Town website.  He explained that with Council approval, the HPC has the ability to raise 
funds and use the funds on these types of things. He said a website costs approximately 
$150.00 per year and someone has to maintain the changes to it. 
 
Discussion ensued on using publish on demand.  Member Watkins said that the public could 
order a hard copy from it.  Chairperson Plaag said that publish on demand is a possibility.  
 
Ms. Turner responded to the interest in a stand-alone website.  She said that the Town prefers 
to handle their own website publications. She said there has been a previous discussion on 
putting the HPC generated information on either the Historic Preservation Commission section 
of the Town website or the Planning and Inspections Department section of the Town website. 
Chairperson Plaag suggested that the HPC asks the Council for direction on publicizing the HPC 
generated information.  He also included asking the Cultural Resources Department where they 
want to see this type of information.  
 
Chairperson Plaag made a motion, seconded by Member Watkins for the Historic Preservation 
Commission to made a formal request to Council to consider a public online way to disseminate 
various historical reports that have been generated by the Historic Preservation Commission 
over the years to include the historic marker reports, historic landmark reports, historic District 
Designation report and the Downtown Survey Report.  
 

Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
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Member Watkins added a friendly amendment stating that he would prefer that the 
information generated by the Historic Preservation Commission not be just located publicly 
online.  Member Watkins withdrew his friendly amendment because a second motion and vote 
were made to cover the hard copy publication portion of the HPC generated information.  
 
Member Watkins made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz for the Historic Preservation 
Commission to ask the Council to consider a development of a hard copy publication of the 
Downtown Survey Report in book form that would be available through an on-demand printer 
depending on the costs involved with the printing.  
 
Chairperson Plaag explained that a University would not be interested in using their presses to 
print these types of publications, when maybe 200 copies would be needed.  He said that there 
is a fairly reasonable profit margin for on-demand publications, if the pricing is done correctly. 
He noted that the HPC would need to hire someone using Town funds for the formal layout of 
the book. He said that the revenue from the sales from the book could be used to re-plenish 
the HPC fund Town budget line. He also said the hard-copy book sales could be another way to 
sustain the activities of the HPC.   
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
Burrell Historical Marker Report 
Chairperson Plaag reviewed the draft Burrell Historical Marker report entitled, “Status Update 
to Town Council Regarding Mary Moretz Request for Historical marker regarding Burrell” dated 
July 14, 2020 (permanently attached).  He noted that he included the information on John 
Preston Arthur’s account of Daniel Boone’s travels to the west and the sources he interviewed 
indicating Burrell’s involvement that is included from the May 1, 1910 newspaper article.  He 
said if the HPC does vote to send this information to Council, he asked the Planning Staff to 
encourage the Council members to view the newspaper article on a computer screen so they 
can enlarge the print to make it readable for them.  
 
Chairperson Plaag asked for requested changes or comments on the historical marker report. 
He thanked Vice-Chairperson Pollitt for starting the draft Burrell historical marker report which 
saved him a lot of time in putting his portion of the draft report together.  He said in the draft 
report, he expanded on what the misgivings are with the marker.  Member Watkins said he 
would not constitute what Chairperson Plaag included in the draft report as misgivings. He said 
that Chairperson Plaag noted that the Town has already taken care of the misgivings. 
Chairperson Plaag further noted that it encourages us to let the facts speak for themselves. 
 
Chairperson Plaag said he would be willing to contextualize some information for the Town 
website to help the public who reads the website to know who Burrell is and why a street is 
named after him.  
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Vice-Chairperson Pollitt made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to present the draft 
Burrell Historical Marker status update to Council for their consideration at their August 2020 
Council meetings. 
 

Vote:   
 Aye – All 
 Nay – None 
 The motion passed. 

 
Bryan, Hayes & Greene Cemetery 
Chairperson Plaag noted that Ms. Turner is doing research on regulations for cemeteries in 
other towns.  He said Ms. Turner has found regulations from Blowing Rock and Hickory, North 
Carolina (permanently attached). Ms. Turner noted that the regulations that she has found are 
for historical private cemeteries and cannot be found in their zoning ordinances.  She said that 
other municipalities are emailing her their regulations. She said she would email the cemetery 
regulations to the HPC as soon as she receives them.  
 
Chairperson Plaag suggested that any further discussion be tabled on the cemetery topic until 
the next meeting.  He noted that hopefully, he or Vice-Chairperson Pollitt might be able to do 
more research on the cemetery deed ownership issue.  Vice-Chairperson Pollitt said she would 
try to research it more.  
 
Selection of Next Marker Project 
Chairperson Plaag read the list of proposed markers noted in the September 2018 HPC meeting 
minutes: Founders Hall, second Watauga Hospital, Old Watauga Democrat building, Dan’l 
Boone Inn Restaurant, first Watauga Hospital, Councill House, Councill store, Old Jail House, 
Watauga Courthouse, Past Time Theatre, Watauga Drug Store, the Chocolate Bar in the 
Junaluska Community, the Holshouser House, Kraut Factory, Burley Tobacco Warehouse 
houses, Worthwhile women’s Club and the Advent Christian Church.   
 
Chairperson Plaag also read from the September 2019 HPC meeting minutes the nominations 
made by the HPC for the next proposed marker project which included: two nominations for 
the Junaluska Community which has been completed, one nomination for Founders Hall, one 
nomination for Councill’s store and one nomination for Worthwhile Women’s Club.  
 
Chairperson Plaag said the HPC could vote for up to two locations.  The majority voted for the 
Junaluska Community marker which has been completed.  Members Brantz and Pollitt voted for 
Founders Hall.  Members Bond, Brantz and Watkins voted for the Councill’s store. Chairperson 
Plaag pointed out that the Holshouser House, Advent Christian Church and Rivers House are 
likely candidates for the national register and he would not recommend starting with these 
locations to add historical markers.  
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Discussion ensued on the selection of the next marker project.  Chairperson Plaag noted his 
concern for the long-term survival of the Watauga County jail as a result of the development 
that is going up around it. He noted that at the next HPC meeting, he would like to talk about 
the jail being a possible landmark designation rather than having a historical marker for this 
historical property.  Chairperson Plaag asked if the HPC wanted to work on the Councill store as 
their next proposed historical marker project or would they want to work on another proposed 
marker location.  Member Brantz said Councill’s store is worth researching for the next 
proposed marker location.  Member Bond talked about merging the Councill store proposed 
marker historical marker with the Boone Sesquicentennial celebration.  She suggested the 
placement of the proposed Councill’s Store marker at the bulb out at W. King Street and Grand 
Boulevard.  Chairperson Plaag noted that this would be a perfect location for the proposed 
marker and it would be near where Councill’s store was located.  
 
Mr. John Ward, Town Manager joined the meeting at approximately 4:17 p.m.  
 
Mr. Ward pointed out a major site visibility issue at the bulb out at W. King Street and Grand 
Boulevard coming into a state route.  He said when you are turning left off of Grand Boulevard, 
it is difficult to see the traffic coming from the left. He explained that he would check with the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation on the site issue.  He also said this suggested 
location would be a high visibility location for the proposed historical marker, if it can be done 
safely.  
 
Chairperson Plaag pointed out another possible location for the proposed Councill’s Store 
marker.  He described the pocket park that is located beside Town Hall on W. King Street as a 
possible location for the proposed marker. He noted it is the exact location that the Councill 
Store was moved to which is directly across the street from the original Councill’s store.  Mr. 
Ward explained that it has been discussed that a pocket park with added green space be added 
at the location beside Town Hall that would connect the Veterans Memorial and Town Hall.  
Mr. Ward noted that the Council members had made this area a public art space area.  Mr. 
Ward said he likes the idea of incorporating the proposed marker at this location, if it can be 
worked out.   It was the consensus of the HPC members to next work on the proposed historical 
marker for Councill’s store.  
 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt for the Historic 
Preservation Commission members to move forward with researching the location for the 
proposed Councill store historical marker.  

 
Vote: 

  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
Discussion ensued on the HPC members working on the proposed location of Councill’s Store 
historical marker.  Member Bond stated that the HPC members could go ahead and start 
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researching a proposed location prior to Council considering it at the August 2020 Council 
meeting.  Chairperson Plaag noted Ms. Shook had informed the HPC that Council approved 
them to work on the Downtown Survey Report and the District Designation Report at this time.  
 
Selection of Next Landmark/District Designation 
Chairperson Plaag suggested that the HPC work on the Watauga County Jail landmark 
designation which would help protect it due to the development going on around it.  He noted 
that Mr. Sam Furgiuele is the owner of the Watauga County Jail property and he felt there 
would be no owner opposition regarding it.  He said the jail is the last 19th Century 
governmental building in the County.  He asked the HPC if there was another landmark 
designation project that they would like to work on before the Watauga County Jail. Member 
Bond said she felt the Watauga County Jail needs to be worked on now.  
 
Chairperson Plaag made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz for the Historic Preservation 
Commission to move forward with exploring local landmark designation for the Watauga 
County Jail.   
 
 Vote:  
  Aye – (Bond, Brantz, Pearman, Plaag, Pollitt, Watkins) 
  Nay – None 
  Abstention – (Clawson) due to technical issues.  
  The motion passed.  
 
Planning for Boone Sesquicentennial 
Chairperson Plaag reviewed the laws of North Carolina from 1871 to 1872 from a newspaper 
article (permanently attached).  He read that the General Assembly voted to incorporate in a 
body of politic and corporate by the name and style of the Commissioners of the Town of 
Boone.  He pointed out that it was ratified on January 23, 1872.   
 
Discussion ensued on a previous celebration for the Town of Boone Centennial. Chairperson 
Plaag said he was not aware of a celebration of Boone’s founding since around January of 1972. 
Member Bond talked about a celebration for Boone that included a parade but did not 
remember the date of it. Chairperson Plaag suggested that an HPC member go to the Watauga 
County Library and research the details of the Boone Centennial celebration around 1971 or 
1972.  Chairperson Plaag said in Digital Watauga there is a Boone Centennial paper that could 
be viewed for details.   Chairperson Plaag asked Mr. Ward about his thoughts for this type of 
celebration.  Mr. Ward suggested that the Downtown Staff or Cultural Resources Staff 
coordinate this type of event along with the Downtown Boone Development Association.  He 
said they would need to request the approval of the Council and the Department of 
Transportation guided by the HPC.  Member Bond suggested announcing that 2022 is the year 
of the Boone Sesquicentennial; and she noted that she did not want to have the event in 
January of any year. Chairperson Plaag suggested celebrating the Boone Sesquicentennial all 
year long by having an event each month.  This might also include a larger celebration with the 
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4th of July parade.  Mr. Ward suggested doing a celebration with the first Friday events rather 
than having a celebration with a parade.  
 
Chairperson Plaag made a motion, seconded by Member Clawson that the Historic Preservation 
Commission ask Council to begin to think about a year long series of events for 2022 to 
celebrate the Sesquicentennial of Boone and to provide direction to the Town Manager for the 
coordination with Town Staff, Committees, Boards and Commissions to plan this series of 
events.  
 
 Vote:  
  Aye – All 
  Nay- None 
  The motion passed. 
 
Community Member Request for Recognition of John Preston Arthur 
Chairperson Plaag read a private email dated May 28, 2020 he had received from a community 
member regarding John Preston Arthur.  He said he responded to said email not as an HPC 
member but a member of the community.  He said the community member supported the 
honoring of John Preston Arthur but not with erecting a marker because he felt there are better 
ways to acknowledge him and note his positive contributions to preserving our local history 
without erecting an individual marker in his honor.  He said an individual marker would at 
minimum be a source of great turmoil and further pain for many members of the Boone 
community. Mr. Arthur who was a noted confederate apologist and proponent of the lost 
cause, please see attached article with excerpts from one of his speeches (permanently 
attached).  He said one of the ways the Watauga Historical Society acknowledges Mr. Arthur’s 
work is to provide links to free digital versions of his history of Watauga County and frequently 
reference it in the Facebook posts, blog entries and other public notifications.  The community 
member had responded to Chairperson Plaag to confirm he did not necessarily mean a 
historical marker, he meant some other way of recognizing Mr. Arthur.  
 
Chairperson Plaag read from the newspaper article entitled, “Confederate Veterans” 
(permanently attached).   After reading some sections of the article, Chairperson Plaag noted 
that he felt like the HPC as a body should not be considering a historical marker for Mr. Arthur, 
especially, in the current climate we are experiencing at this time.  
 
Mr. Ward explained that he has been dealing with some phone calls from people that want to 
rename Boone.  He talked about one of the other historical markers being talked about as being 
confrontational and he thought that now is not the right time to pursue a historical marker for 
Mr. Arthur.  Member Bond noted that she is not in support of working on a historical marker for 
Mr. Arthur at this time. 
 
Chairperson Plaag confirmed by consensus that the HPC members are not interested at this 
time in honoring John Preston Arthur with a historical marker, monument or any other 
honorary designation.  He also informed the HPC members that he would like to email the 
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community member as Mr. Eric Plaag a community member to let him know what the HPC had 
discussed at this meeting and it was the consensus of the HPC members that they were not 
interested in honoring John Preston Arthur at this time.  He asked the HPC members if they had 
any concerns about him emailing the community member, if so to please let him know at this 
time.   
 
Informal Discussion/Other Matters 
Chairperson Plaag suggested the following topics for the next meeting agenda: board training, 
District Designation Report, Junaluska Historical Marker Update, Bryan, Hayes and Greene 
Cemetery and the Turner House. 
 
Mr. Ward gave a brief update on the Turner House.  He said that McGill Engineering will soon 
be presenting three options for parking on the Queen Street elevation lot. He said he forwarded 
this information to Mr. Deron Geouque, Watauga County Manager.  He said that he plans to 
communicate with Mr. Geouque to see if McGill Engineering can present the information to the 
County.  He talked about the development of a business plan to use the revenue generated 
from the parking spaces to pay for the debt of the construction.  He said that he would like to 
get feedback from the Council and the County regarding the parking design which has the 
potential to go from 131 parking spaces to 450 parking spaces.  
 
Adjournment 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to adjourn the meeting at 
4:36 p.m.  
  
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed. 
  
___________________________                              _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson                         Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 













	

	

Status	Update	to	Town	Council	Regarding	Mary	Moretz	Request	for	Historical	
Marker	Regarding	Burrell	
July	14,	2020	
	
Dear	Mayor	Brantz,	Members	of	Council,	and	Town	Manager	Ward,	
	
On	August	15,	2019,	Mary	Moretz	appeared	before	the	Boone	Town	Council	asking	
the	Council	to	honor	a	man	named	Burrell	with	a	statue,	a	marker,	a	monument,	or	
some	similar	permanent	fixture	located	somewhere	within	Boone’s	town	limits.	
After	some	discussion,	Town	Council	members	voted	"that	the	Town	Manager	work	
with	Ms.	Moretz	and	the	Historic	Preservation	Commission	to	formulate	a	plan	for	a	
historical	marker	in	an	appropriate	place	on	the	Rivers	property,	near	the	Daniel	
Boone	statue	on	campus	or	on	Water/Burrell	Street."	This	memo	serves	as	an	
update	to	Town	Council	regarding	their	request	that	the	Boone	Historic	
Preservation	Commission	explore	the	potential	for	a	marker	in	Burrell’s	honor.	
	
Following	direction	from	the	Boone	Town	Council,	Mary	Moretz	appeared	before	
the	HPC	in	late	2019	to	share	various	materials	referencing	Burrell	and	to	make	
some	additional	comments	about	her	request.	These	materials	included	a	list	of	
sources	purporting	to	“verify	the	authenticity	of	Burrell,”	a	brief	manuscript	
prepared	by	Moretz	entitled	“In	Search	of	Burrell,”	a	timeline	of	Benjamin	Howard’s	
life,	a	printout	of	the	Findagrave	page	for	Colonel	Isbell,	a	photocopy	from	microfilm	
and	a	transcription	of	Benjamin	Howard’s	1828	will,	a	transcription	of	Mary	“Polly”	
Howard’s	1836	will,	a	brief	biographical	excerpt	on	Benjamin	Howard	from	Notable	
Southern	Families,	a	printout	of	the	1840	US	Census	Slave	Schedule	entry	for	
Thomas	Isbell,	and	a	couple	of	other	articles	related	to	Benjamin	Howard.		
	
According	to	materials	provided	by	Mary	Moretz,	Burrell	was	born	enslaved	around	
1745	and	was	legally	the	property	of	Benjamin	Howard	(1742-1828),	who	lived	in	
Wilkes	County	but	owned	much	of	the	land	that	is	now	part	of	Boone.	Howard	
grazed	cattle	on	his	high	country	lands	summer	and	fall.		According	to	Howard	and	
Isbell	family	sources,	one	of	his	cowherds	was	Burrell,	who	was	often	left	alone	for	
months	at	a	time	in	the	mountains	to	tend	to	the	herds.	Upon	the	death	of	Benjamin	
Howard,	his	daughter	Mary	inherited	Burrell,	and	she	in	turn	left	Burrell	to	her	
daughter	Prudence	when	she	died.	Moretz	has	speculated	that	Burrell	remained	
enslaved	by	Thomas	Isbell,	Sr.,	at	the	1840	Census,	although	there	is	no	clear	
evidence	for	this.	According	to	Arthur,	Burrell	spent	the	later	years	of	his	life	in	a	
cabin	on	the	Yadkin	River,	probably	in	Wilkes	County.		
	
In	May	1909,	local	historian	John	Preston	Arthur	interviewed	Colonel	James	Martin	
Isbell	(1837-1913,	grandson	of	Thomas	Isbell,	Sr.)	of	King's	Creek,	Wilkes	County,	
NC.	Isbell	was	a	great	grandson	of	Benjamin	Howard.	Isbell	recalled	that	when	he	
was	a	boy,	perhaps	around	1845,	when	he	was	7	and	Burrell	was	over	100	years	old,	
Burrell	told	him	stories	of	leading	Daniel	Boone	and	a	hunting	party	over	the	Blue	
Ridge	into	southwest	Virginia	and	northeast	Tennessee	in	the	winter	months	of	
1761.	Arthur	published	brief	versions	of	Isbell's	reminiscences	in	a	1914	Skyland	



	

	

Magazine	article	entitled	“Trail	of	Daniel	Boone”	and	in	two	books:	A	History	of	
Western	North	Carolina	(1913)	and	A	History	of	Watauga	County	(1915).	In	each	
publication,	Burrell	is	mentioned	in	a	single	paragraph.	
	
HPC	members'	subsequent	research	shows	that	all	references	to	Burrell	provided	by	
Moretz	(aside	from	the	will	documents)	derive	from	Arthur's	brief	mentions	of	
Burrell	in	the	works	cited	above.	A	lengthier,	full-page	account	of	Arthur’s	search	for	
Daniel	Boone’s	path	through	Watauga	County	also	appeared	in	the	Charlotte	Daily	
Observer	on	May	1,	1910,	and	is	appended	as	a	PDF	hereto.	It	also	references	Burrell	
on	two	occasions	(as	well	as	a	possible	descendant,	Burrill,	who	was	living	at	or	near	
Benjamin	Councill’s	brick	house	in	Vilas	prior	to	1865)	and	appears	to	be	the	basis	
for	Arthur’s	later	accounts.1		
	
Unfortunately,	a	lone	interview	with	an	elderly	man	recalling	stories	from	his	youth	
60	or	more	years	prior	to	the	interview,	which	were	in	turn	based	on	secondhand	
stories	that	were	at	least	80	years	old	when	they	were	relayed	to	him	by	a	man	well	
over	the	age	of	100,	is	a	scant	foundation	for	historical	certainty.	Of	additional	
concern	is	that	the	sole	purpose	of	Burrell’s	mention	in	these	interview	recollections	
was	to	establish	Daniel	Boone’s	association	with	the	vicinity	of	Boone,	North	
Carolina,	nearly	150	years	after	the	fact,	rather	than	to	document	Burrell’s	
association	with	the	area	or	his	history	as	an	enslaved	person	with	what	must	have	
been	a	remarkable	degree	of	agency	and	power	in	colonial	America.	Such	a	
narrative,	presented	as	it	was	in	the	1910s,	carries	with	it	implications	of	the	
insulting,	degrading,	and	ahistorical	“happy	slave”	trope	that	was	so	common	to	
southern	historical	writing	of	the	early	twentieth	century.	In	short,	it	was	not	
Burrell’s	actual	history	that	Arthur	hoped	to	document	by	invoking	Burrell’s	name.		
	
During	the	period	from	1909	to	1915,	John	Preston	Arthur	and	his	close	friend,	Col.	
William	Lewis	Bryan,	were	shameless	promoters	of	the	idea	that	Daniel	Boone	had	
camped	and	hunted	at	Boone,	as	well	as	passed	through	the	area	on	his	route	west.	
Both	men	played	substantial	roles	in	the	effort	to	mark	the	alleged	trail	of	Daniel	
Boone	and	to	erect	the	Daniel	Boone	Monument	on	the	purported	site	of	the	
Boone/Howard	cabin	near	Boone	Creek	in	order	to	drive	tourism	through	the	town	
of	Boone.	Bryan,	in	fact,	was	Boone’s	first	mayor	and	held	the	position	off	and	on	for	
a	total	of	25	years.	The	early	twentieth	century	was	rife	with	various	schemes	
dreamed	up	by	Boone’s	leaders	to	draw	visitors	to	the	sleepy,	underdeveloped,	and	
remote	county	seat,	and	there’s	a	fair	amount	of	evidence	that	the	truth	was	often	
sacrificed	to	what	sounded	“truthy”	during	this	period.	In	a	footnote	on	page	142	of	
Arthur’s	history	of	Watauga	County,	Arthur	explained	that	most	of	the	facts	for	his	
chapter	on	the	history	of	Boone	came	from	Bryan	and	his	wife,	rather	than	from	any	
rigorous,	primary	source	research	of	his	own:	“I	am	also	indebted	to	them	for	so	
much	other	information	which	I	have	embodied	in	this	book,	that	to	credit	them	

																																																								
1	As	an	aside,	please	note	that	the	photo	of	the	modern	(1910)	Daniel	Boone	memorial	cabin	is	from	
Boone’s	Ford	in	Davidson	County,	not	from	the	alleged	Boone/Howard	cabin	at	Boone,	North	
Carolina.	



	

	

with	each	item	would	be	almost	impossible.	Colonel	Bryan,	indeed,	is	almost	as	
much	the	author	of	the	work	as	I	am	myself.”	Sadly,	the	circumstances	suggest	that	
these	men	were	once	again	exploiting	Burrell’s	life	and	history,	even	in	death,	to	
serve	a	cause	to	which	Burrell	remained,	in	their	eyes,	a	convenient	but	disposable	
tool.			
	
In	short,	the	HPC	is	deeply	concerned	about	the	optics	and	ethics	of	erecting	an	
historical	marker	to	an	enslaved	person	based	solely	on	the	third-hand	accounts	of	
white	men	engaged	in	using	his	memory	to	promote	a	marketing	scheme,	especially	
since	at	least	one	of	those	men	was	an	avowed	Confederate	apologist	and	Lost	Cause	
proponent	(see	attached).	That	said,	the	concerns	of	the	HPC	should	not,	under	any	
circumstances,	be	construed	as	an	assertion	that	Burrell	did	not	exist	or	that	he	did	
not	serve	as	Benjamin	Howard’s	enslaved	cowherd	in	the	valley	where	the	Town	of	
Boone	now	lies.	It	is	probably	true	that	Burrell	lived	part	of	his	life	in	or	near	what	is	
now	Boone	and	toiled	as	a	cowherd	for	Benjamin	Howard	in	this	area	in	the	fair	
weather	months.	It	is	certainly	possible	that	Burrell	accompanied	and	provided	
direction	to	Daniel	Boone's	hunting	party	as	an	enslaved	person	on	the	first	leg	of	
Boone's	initial	trek	over	the	Blue	Ridge	in	the	winter	months	of	1761.		
	
Unfortunately,	though,	the	readily	available,	primary	source	evidence	found	to	date	
is	far	from	sufficient	to	rise	to	the	necessary	standard	for	documenting	and	
justifying	an	historical	marker	in	Burrell’s	honor.	Evidence	about	the	rest	of	
Burrell's	life	and	contributions	may	indeed	be	lost	to	history.	At	best,	present	
documentation	affirms	a	local	tradition	regarding	Burrell	that	dates	to	the	early	
twentieth	century,	and	while	this	is	intriguing	in	its	own	right,	this	does	not	meet	
the	documentation	standards	for	the	Town	of	Boone	historical	marker	program	or	
the	North	Carolina	Historical	Marker	program	on	which	the	Town	program	is	based.	
Further	investigation	of	Burrell	and	his	contributions	to	Boone’s	early	history	would	
require	money	and	time	to	search	records	in	the	state	archives	in	Raleigh	as	well	as	
local	historical	society	offices	in	Yadkin	and	Wilkes	County.		The	HPC	members	are	
concerned	that	these	additional	investigations	would	be	costly	and	unlikely	to	
reveal	further	significant	information	about	Burrell.	Instead,	the	members	of	the	
HPC	believe	that	this	money	and	time	would	be	better	spent	on	other	projects—
including	those	focusing	on	Boone’s	people	of	color	whose	contributions	are	more	
tangible	and	easily	documented—that	are	likely	to	meet	the	professional,	ethical,	
and	documentary	standards	to	which	the	members	of	the	HPC	are	obligated,	both	
under	North	Carolina	law	and	as	part	of	their	existing	professional	associations.		
	
The	members	of	the	HPC	instead	note	that	Town	Council	has	already	seen	fit	to	
rename	a	portion	of	Water	Street	as	Burrell	Street	in	Burrell’s	honor.	In	lieu	of	an	
historical	marker	in	Burrell’s	honor,	the	HPC	recommends	that	the	Town	website	be	
updated,	alongside	other	historical	information	previously	prepared	by	the	HPC	
about	the	Town’s	historic	sites,	to	contextualize	and	explain	the	longstanding,	local	
tradition	of	Burrell’s	association	with	the	valley	where	the	Town	of	Boone	lies.	The	
HPC	will	gladly	assist	in	preparing	an	historically	appropriate	and	contextualized	
narrative	to	meet	this	purpose.	
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