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TOWN OF BOONE 
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 18, 2019 

9:00 A.M. 
 

 
Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Eric Plaag-Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson Phoebe Pollitt, Bettie Bond, Loretta Clawson and Rennie Brantz 
 
Town Staff in Attendance:   Christy Turner-Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board Secretary 
 
Others Present:   None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections Upstairs Conference Room located at 680 West King Street, to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
It was the consensus of the HPC members to adopt the agenda as written. 

 
Discussion of the Junaluska Marker Application 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion and explained that the purpose of this meeting is for the 
HPC members to begin to draft an application for the Junaluska Community Historic 
neighborhood (permanently attached).   
 
Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members and Planning Staff what their thoughts were on the 
goal of what they are trying to achieve in the drafting of the application.  Each of the HPC 
members voiced their thoughts on it. The HPC members agreed that the Junaluska Community 
is a very important part of the history of Boone. They agreed they would like to tell the more 
positive story of the Junaluska Community and their perseverance with starting businesses and 
services as compared with other communities in North Carolina.  Chairperson Plaag explained 
that in the narrative there is a way to acknowledge parts of the history of the Junaluska 
Community such as segregation and discrimination. Chairperson Plaag said that the focus on 
the historic marker relate to geography or community.  He said that he felt that the focus 
should be on community.  It was the consensus of the HPC members to focus on community 
while drafting the application.  
 
Discussion ensued on the location of the historic marker.  Chairperson Plaag suggested that it 
be placed on the east side of the concrete strip at the end of the sidewalk at the corner of 
Depot Street and Queen Street on property owned by the Town.   Ms. Christy Turner, Senior 
Planner noted that the Town might be able to provide landscaping to this area to add to the 
appearance of it.  Ms. Turner pointed out that the tourists use this corner of Depot Street and 
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Queen Street more frequently and she felt the historic marker might be seen more at this 
location.  
 
Member Bond thought the marker should be placed on the opposite corner in the small grassy 
area near the Watauga County Library parking lot at Depot Street and Queen Street. 
Chairperson Plaag pointed out that this particular area is owned by Watauga County.  Member 
Clawson noted that this location is the entrance into the Junaluska neighborhood and she 
thought this was the better location for it.  Chairperson Plaag pointed out that the Town would 
need permission from the County to use their property for the historic marker.  Member Bond 
suggested that we ask the County to see what they say about placing the historic marker on 
their property.  Member Bond felt that the intersection of Depot Street and Queen Street is 
where the historic marker should be placed and she noted that either side of the intersection 
would work for the proposed marker. 
 
Discussion ensued on the topic of gentrification.  Chairperson Plaag explained that using the 
term gentrification is problematic because of his personal observation of some tensions within 
the Junaluska community about the right course of action on some things.  Chairperson Plaag 
explained that he felt that it is helpful in telling the story to describe how the sense of 
community evolved.  He supported Ms. Sue Keefe’s thoughts on the settlement of the 
Junaluska vicinity that was already underway by the Civil War.  He also explained that it is not 
the geography that drives the story but the community.   
 
Discussion ensued on the third church in the Junaluska area.  Chairperson Plaag noted that the 
third church was established in the neighborhood around 1941.  He said he thought it was fair 
to include the three churches in the narrative.  He noted that he had researched the Methodist 
church.  His research showed that it was listed as (Methodist Episcopal, Colored) or the colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  
 
Discussion ensued on the cemetery.  Ms. Christy Turner, Senior Planner showed on the 
overhead screen the location of the cemetery.  The HPC members reviewed the deed 
information for the cemetery property.  
 
Discussion ensued on the outline for the creation of the draft application. The HPC members 
proposed the following topics for the outline:   
 

• history of the black settlement generally along the hillside from North Street toward 
Howards Knob which would include the Civil War era  

• reconstruction of the working of the land owned by Boone’s large white landowners like 
the Councills and the Brannock’s 

• describe the pockets of black land ownership near Wyn Way that were scattered up the 
hillside that led to the establishment of the church near the lower water tower and 
black one-room school near Church Street, the establishment of the Methodist 
Episcopal church led to further land purchases nearby 
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Chairperson Plaag handed out lithographs of the hillside in 1905 for the HPC members to 
review.  He pointed out the church and the Troy house in the lithograph and noted that there 
were not many buildings in this area at this time period.  He explained that in 1915 there had 
not been much change on the hillside.   
 
Chairperson Plaag suggested including the following information on the church in the outline: 
 

• Perhaps by as early as 1918 and certainly by 1919 a second church was built at the heart 
of this emerging land settlement  

 
Chairperson Plaag talked about including how members of the Junaluska community became 
respected members of the Boone Business Community; and they maintained examples of black 
only establishments such as the Chocolate Bar, barber shop and a grocery store in a personal 
residence.  He also said it is important to add how Junaluska members simultaneously 
integrated into the civil life of Boone while also maintaining their own culture and identity and 
making a community within a community.  
 
Member Clawson left the meeting at 10:42 a.m. 
 
Discussion ensued on what will go on the Junaluska marker. Chairperson Plaag suggested that 
some things that could go on the marker would be to document the history of the community 
and note that the church remained vibrant.  
 
Chairperson Plaag said that he and Vice-Chairperson Phoebe and Member Bond would work 
together by comparing sources and put together a proposed narrative to be discussed at the 
next HPC meeting on July 9, 2019.   The HPC members were in consensus of these members 
working together on the narrative.  Chairperson Plaag, Vice-Chairperson Pollitt and Member 
Bond decided to meet on July 8, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. at Member Bond’s house to work on the 
draft document.  Chairperson Plaag asked Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to research the Councill 
person who wanted to give land for the church, and try to figure out when the third church and 
the Chocolate Bar functioned.  
 
Chairperson Plaag noted that after the July 9, 2019 meeting, he could begin drafting the 
document.  He noted that the completed draft document should be ready to be reviewed by 
HPC members by the August 13, 2019 HPC meeting.   
 
Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
There were no other topics discussed at this meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
Chairperson Plaag adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 
 
  
___________________________                              _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson               Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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