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I. Call to Order 

II. Adoption of Agenda 

III. Approval of Minutes 

 April 9, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

IV. Turner House Update 

V. Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Event 

VI. Junaluska Community Marker Application 

VII. Historic Context on Phase One Survey 

VIII. Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 

IX. Adjournment 



TOWN OF BOONE 
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 9, 2019 

3:00 P.M. 

Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Eric Plaag-Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson Phoebe Pollitt, Bettie Bond, Teresa Pearman, Chuck Watkins, Loretta Clawson 
and Rennie Brantz 

Town Staff in Attendance:   Christy Turner-Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board Secretary 

Others Present:   None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections upstairs conference room located at 680 West King Street, to 
order at 3:00 p.m. 

Adoption of Agenda 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to adopt the agenda as 
presented.  

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None  
The motion passed. 

Discussion ensued on revisions being made to the meeting minutes during the approval process 
by the Commission.   Chairperson Plaag noted that when reviewing minutes for approval, he 
felt that that listing the revisions in the meeting minutes was not needed.  He felt the HPC could 
approve the minutes as amended, when revisions are necessary. The HPC members agreed 
with Chairperson Plaag.  

Approval of Minutes 
Member Clawson made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to approve the March 12, 2019 
meeting minutes as amended.  

Vote: 
Aye – 6 (Bond, Brantz, Clawson, Pearman, Pollitt, Plaag) 
Nay – None   
Abstention - 1 (Watkins) 
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The motion passed. 

Discussion ensued on the updates of the previous recommendations made by the Historic 
Preservation Commission to Council.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Christy Turner, Senior 
Planner about the proposed change to Unified Development Ordinance, Section 4.16 that was 
recommended by the HPC at their March 2019 meeting and was this topic discussed by Council.  
Member Brantz said that the Council was not able to complete their March 2019 agenda and 
did not hear this agenda item.  Ms. Turner told the HPC that this topic would be heard at the 
next Planning Retreat on April 10, 2019. Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Turner for an update on 
the Fire Station recommendation.  Ms. Turner said the Council will be discussing the Fire Station 
recommendation at their next Council meeting.   

Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Turner about the rules of procedure for the Certificate of 
Appropriateness.  Chairperson Plaag and Ms. Turner decided this topic should be discussed 
further under Other Matters.  

Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List Update 
Chairperson Plaag explained that the event will be held at the Watauga County Library on May 
3, 2019 at 4 p.m. starting with train crafts in the main part of the library, then Chairperson Plaag 
will give a slide-show presentation about the Linville River Railway in the meeting room at the 
library.  He said he will show a short video called, “Take a Ride on the Linville River Railroad”.  
He noted that after the presentation there will be a short-guided walking tour called, “Watch 
Boone Grow Campaign” in Downtown Boone leaving the library parking lot going along Depot 
Street to the intersection of Depot Street and King Street.  He said he would highlight some of 
the buildings from the time period of the 1930’s.  

Discussion ensued on serving refreshments at the event, handing out wooden train whistles, 
and handing out tickets for a drawing to win passes to Tweetsie Railroad.  Ms. Pilar Fotta, 
Director of Cultural Resources noted that the Downtown Boone Development Association will 
pay for the table toppers containing information about the Linville River Railway 100th 
Anniversary Celebration.   

Chairperson Plaag explained that the Linville River Railway event will be promoted on the Town 
of Boone Cultural Resources Facebook site, Town of Boone website and there will be a press 
release for the event.   

Historic Context on Phase One Survey Review 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion on possible changes to the handout called, Boone’s Second 
Boom: 1936 to 1941 (permanently attached). Ms. Turner pointed out that the Town Attorney 
has requested to review the draft survey before it is presented to Council.  Member Brantz 
suggested that language be added to recognize the Great Depression.   

Discussion ensued on including the Rivers property into the Municipal Service District.    Ms. 
Fotta explained that she had requested that this property and the house be annexed into the 
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MSD at an earlier time, but it could not happen until Mr. Butler passed away.  She said at this 
time it has been approved to be annexed but the annexation was not completed yet.   
Chairperson Plaag explained that it has always been the HPC’s intention to include this property 
in the survey as a district or as a landmark designation.   
 
Discussion ensued on the Rivers Property being part of the proposed Warehouse District.  
Chairperson Plaag said he felt this would be difficult because at one time this was a residential 
area and not considered a part of the Downtown area.  He said his preference would be to treat 
it as a landmark property because it is worthy of landmark status.  
 
Chairperson Plaag noted that he will have the last section of the draft survey report ready at 
the next HPC meeting for the Commission’s review. 
 
Turner House Update 
Chairperson Plaag explained that he presented the HPC’s recommendation to Council at their 
March 2019 meeting. He said he included in his presentation to Council an additional 
description of the discussion that occurred at the HPC meeting with Mr. Deron Geouque, the 
Watauga County Manger.  He explained that Council Member Furgiuele talked about the HPC 
members meeting with the Watauga County Commissioners to discuss the Turner House 
recommendation.  The Council has authorized the HPC to draft a presentation to the County 
Commissioners to discuss the Turner House.  He noted that the Watauga County 
Commissioners meet twice a month on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  The HPC 
approved Chairperson Plaag to attend a County Commissioner meeting on May 7, 2019 at 8:30 
a.m. and to request to be added to the County Commissioner agenda and to give a presentation 
on the Turner House.  
 
Motion and Vote:  
Vice-Chairperson Pollitt made a motion, seconded by Member Clawson to approve Chairperson 
Plaag to request to be added to the Watauga County Commissioners agenda on May 7, 2019 at 
8:30 a.m. to give a presentation on the Turner House. 
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
Chairperson Plaag said he would report back to the HPC on May 14, 2019 as to what occurred 
at the Watauga County Commissioners meeting regarding the Turner House.  
 
Funding Request for Digital Watauga  
Chairperson Plaag asked to recuse himself from the position of Chairperson of the HPC and turn 
the meeting over to Vice-Chairperson Pollitt for this agenda item.   
 
Motion and Vote:  
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Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Clawson to allow Chairperson Plaag 
recuse himself from this agenda topic.  

Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.   
 
Vice-Chairperson Pollitt asked Chairperson Plaag to present this agenda item.  Chairperson 
Plaag explained what the money listed on the two handouts is designated for Digital Watauga 
(permanently attached).  He further explained that Digital Watauga is requesting $5,000.00 
from the 2018-2019 budget year that will be used for the 2019-2020 budget year.  
 
Motion and Vote:  
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Pearman to recommend that Digital 
Watauga be granted their request to receive the $5,000.00 from the 2018-2019 budget year 
and used in the 2019-2020 budget year for things such as interns, archival supplies, rehousing 
of image collections and exhibitions at the Jones House.  

 
Vote: 

  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed.  
 
It was the consensus of the HPC for Chairperson Plaag to present to Council the HPC’s 
recommendation of the Digital Watauga request for money at the May 9, 2019 Council 
meeting. 
 
Motion and Vote:  
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to bring Chairperson 
Plaag back to the role of Chairperson of the HPC.  
 
 Vote: 
  Aye – All 
  Nay – None 
  The motion passed. 
 
Dan’l Boone Gardens Update 
Discussion ensued on the Dan’l Boone Gardens lease agreement.  Member Bond explained that 
she and Member Pearman had met with Ms. Fotta who had spoken with Ms. Sarah Gilley, 
Chairperson of the Dan’l Boone Native Gardens regarding the management of the gardens.  Ms. 
Fotta explained that the lease agreement presented at this meeting was dated May 19, 2011 
for the Garden Club of North Carolina (permanently attached).  Ms. Fotta further explained that 
an addendum to this lease agreement was made in 2013 to include the state garden club which 
is managing the facility along with three different other clubs that manage different areas of 

Packet Pg. 5

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
A

p
ri

l 9
, 2

01
9 

M
ee

ti
n

g
 M

in
u

te
s 

 (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)



the gardens.  Ms. Fotta said there is an issue with recruiting new members partly because of 
the way the bylaws are written which state that you have to be a member of the North Carolina 
Garden Club in order to serve on the local boards.  Ms. Fotta stated that there are not many 
members of the North Carolina Garden Club because there is a lack of interest in gardening.    
 
Discussion ensued on creating ways to maintain the gardens.  Ms. Fotta explained that along 
with having physical issues, the gardens are having financial issues. Ms. Fotta suggested 
contacting the Mountain Alliance and Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture to help recruit new 
members.  Ms. Fotta suggested using the Town of Boone Cultural Resources Department phone 
number for a contact number for the gardens along with the Dan’l Boone Gardens website 
because there is no working phone at the gardens.  Ms. Fotta said the Town is already helping 
maintain the gardens on a regular basis.  Ms. Fotta said the members of the garden club are 
going to request permission from the trustees of the garden club to look for partnerships or any 
other type of support.   
 
Chairperson Plaag said his only request regarding the Dan’l Boone Gardens is that the Town be 
involved in the discussions of the gardens and that the Council affirm a commitment to 
maintain the gardens long-term in some capacity which would help the gardens to maintain 
their lease.  
 
Ms. Fotta said she has a May 21, 2019 meeting with the Dan’l Boone Gardens and she will 
report back to the HPC at their May or June 2019 meeting.  
 
Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
Discussion ensued on the process of the Certificate of Appropriateness.  Chairperson Plaag 
explained that the Planning and Inspections Department is in receipt of a sign application for 
the Linney Law Office Building that needs to be reviewed by the HPC.  He further explained the 
COA procedure which includes the Historic design standards for the B-1 zoning district which 
has been approved by Council.  Ms. Turner explained that the Town Attorney is requiring that 
the HPC members take a short-training course prior to the review of the sign application.  Ms. 
Turner pointed out that the review process involves the Findings of Fact based on conclusions 
of law. Ms. Turner said she would let the HPC know, when they can take the training.  Member 
Watkins asked Ms. Turner to provide the HPC with the authorization for the HPC to review 
landmarks or districts established by the Town.  Ms. Turner explained that the HPC would 
follow Unified Development Ordinance Articles 8 and 18 which follows the Secretary of the 
Interior Standards.  Ms. Turner said she would email this information to the HPC. 
 
Discussion ensued on legal liability.  Member Watkins said that the HPC has not taken the 
possibility of legal liability into consideration.  Member Watkins talked about a HPC member 
entering an adverse decision on the review of an application and the property owner suing 
everyone.  Member Watkins said he is not willing to be personally sued by a property owner.  
Member Watkins suggested having procedures set in place before the HPC prior to going 
through a review process.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Turner to check with the Town 
Attorney on this type of situation.  
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Chairperson Plaag set the next meeting agenda with the following items:  Turner House Update, 
Junaluska Marker, Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Event Update and the 
Historic Context Phase One Survey Review.   It was requested to include the Dan’l Boone 
Gardens on the June, 2019 HPC agenda.  
 
Adjournment 
With no other matters to discuss, Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member 
Clawson to adjourn the meeting at 5:08 p.m. 
 
 Vote:  

Aye – All 
  Nay – None       

The motion passed. 
 
 
___________________________                              _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson               Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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