Historic Preservation Commission

4 ,
@ Regular Meeting http://www.townofboone.net/

BOMO&,.....NE) ~ Agenda ~ Jane Shook
828-268-6960
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 3:00 PMPlanning and Inspections Conference Room

The public may attend the meeting in-person at the Planning and
Inspections Conference Room at 680 West King Street, Suite C, or online
via WebEXx (a video conferencing software).

Public Comment: To give public comment, you should appear in person at
the physical location of this meeting. Persons who attend the meeting
remotely via WebEXx, a videoconferencing software, may be permitted to
speak during public comment but are not assured of that opportunity.
WebEXx Participation: To join online or by phone, email Planning and
Inspections at planning@townofboone.net or call 828-268-6960, and you
will be provided with an email invitation. Requests must be submitted no
later than one hour before the meeting begins.

Call to Order

Adoption of Agenda

Public Comment

150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application
Workshop

150 Clay House Dr - Pre-Application Workshop Form

150 Clay House Dr - Description of Work

150 Clay House Dr - Existing Conditions Photos

150 Clay House Dr - Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos

150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation
Report

150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Deed
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Regular Meeting Agenda March 4, 2025
150 Clay House Dr - Site Plan

V. Approval of Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2025, HPC Advisory Meeting Minutes
VI. Discussion of HPC Tasks

VIl. Staff Updates

Boone Cemetery Interpretative Panels Update
Statement of Conformity (SoC) Report - No nhew SoC issued within the last month

No new SoC issued within the last month (30 days) as of February 24, 2025.
VIll. HPC Member Updates
IX. Other Discussion

X.  Adjournment
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HPC Pre-Application Workshop Request 44

Town of Boone Planning & Inspections Department B/\\
OONE

680 W. King Street, Suite C ® Boone, North Carolina 28607 W

Phone (828) 268-6960 ¢ Fax (828) 268-6961 ¢ Email: planning@townofboone.net ¢ www.townofboone.net

>

Recommended to be Submitted at Time of Request
Prospective applicants are encouraged to provide the information listed below to assist with the requested meeting.

Written Description of the proposed work, including material types, color, and dimensions for materials to be used.
Relevant and applicable historic district design standards related to the proposed request.

Scaled site plan depicting the location of proposed changes and relationship to nearby features.

Preliminary elevations or drawings indicating desired changes.

Photographs of existing conditions of project location.

Available historical documentation regarding the property.

® OOooOooOooo

Requested Meeting Date

Date of requested meeting: March 4th, 2025
C. Workshop Waiver

(Initial here) LW  The requesting party (prospective applicant), __ Laney Wise ,
understands and agrees that a pre-application workshop meeting with HPC members is informal, voluntary, and
completely non-binding. The prospective applicant is free to proceed with an application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) without first having a workshop meeting with HPC members. Workshops are held by the HPC
purely as a courtesy to prospective applicants to educate and facilitate the COA process. Nothing that a HPC member
states in such a workshop is in any way binding on the HPC upon its subsequent consideration of a COA. Nor shall a HPC
member be considered in any manner unduly biased based upon views expressed at the workshop. The prospective
applicant specifically waives any claim that the conduct of the workshop impairs the prospective applicant’s right to a
fair and impartial hearing as to any subsequent application for a COA.

Laney Wise -j UMY C\jM\.Q, 02/18/2025

Prospective Applicant (Print) Prospective Kpplicant (Signature) Date

D. Property Information

Street Address: Watauga County Parcel Identification Number:

150 Clay House Drive, Boone, NC 28607 2900-78-3934-000, 2900-69-9070-000, and 2900-79-0308-000
E. Applicant Contact Information

Complete Mailing Address (Street, City, Zip):

P.O. Box 192, Boone, NC 28607
Phone Number: Email Address:
(828) 268-6206 laney.wise@townofboone.net

Official Use Only
Permit Name (Application or Permit Name of COA): Date:

Permit Number (Application or Permit Name of COA):

S:\FORMS\PI_Forms_Current\Planning Forms\HPCPreApplicationWorkshopRequest_02292024.docx
Page 1of1
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BOONE &
North Carolina
Project Description:

Located in the heart of downtown Boone, Rivers House Park is a 13-acre park that was the
homestead of the Rivers family, the first publishers of Boone's Watauga Democrat Newspaper.
The property was donated to the town in order to preserve the property and it's natural beauty.
This site was identified as the ideal southern terminus of the Northern Peaks State Trail. There is
currently an old social/game trail that follows the fall line from the house to the "State
Champion" maple tree, known as "Baby." This project seeks to relocate that trail in order to
create a sustainable trail to the tree, the primary attraction of the property. Additionally, we will
construct another 3/4 of a mile of trails, which would primarily consist of a 36-inch-wide natural
surface hiking trail but would include a 404-foot section of a 5-foot-wide aggregate surface trail
on the lower end of the property.

The trails will primarily be USFS Class 3 trails, with the lower section of the trail being USFS
Class 5. The project is located in the most densely populated area of the High Country and is
adjacent or very close to the following: Appalachian State University (ASU), numerous outdoor
gear shops, restaurants and bars, two places of worship, the ASU Child Development Center, a
residential neighborhood, the AppHealthCare (public health department), and numerous other
points of interest. With the exception of the ASU Nature Preserve, which is located up a steep
hill from downtown, there is no public asset such as what this project entails in the downtown
Boone area.

This trail will be the southern terminus of the Northern Peaks State Trail, a project that has seen
most of its success and progress in Ashe County. We feel it will provided a much-deserved piece
of progress and recreation for the stakeholders on the other end of the trail, in Boone and
Watauga County. The trail has been flagged and designed by a PTBA-certified trail builder and
we are shovel-ready.

- Description of Work (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application Workshop)

Proposed Work:

o 404 feet of USFS Class 5 Trail, built with Recycled Concrete Surfacing from
approximately 36.218496023961734, -81.686907795736 (beginning on Rivers
Street/trailhead) to approximately 36.21822986077138, -81.68735974794151 (on R.L.
Clay House Property).

o 4382 feet of USFS Class 3 Natural Surface Trail throughout R.L. Clay House Property
(shown on attached plans in red).

e 128 feet of stone steps located near State Champion Sugar Maple Tree, Baby.

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr
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e Trailhead Kiosk and Wayfinding Signs, located at approximately 36.218496023961734,
-81.686907795736 (beginning on Rivers Street/trailhead). The base will be built of wood
and maps encased in plexiglass to follow industry standards.

Design Standards References:

e Appendix D: Downtown Boone Local Historic District Design Standards And Handbook:
Design Standards for Historic Streetscapes, Landscapes, Monuments, and Other
Resources in the District:

o Landscapes and Ecologically Sensitive Areas (Section 3, Pages 103 to 107)
o Signage (Section 8, Pages 111 to 113)
o Parks and Public Spaces (Section 10, Page 113)

- Description of Work (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application Workshop)

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr

Packet Pg. 5




Town of Boone North Carolina

R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conserva
Existing Conditions Photos
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 3
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Town of Boone North Carolina
R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail
Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos
Architectural Survey Excerpt

Cg’»

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC

Staff Note: In addition to this excerpt from the Comprehensive Architectural Survey of Downtown
Boone, the local historic landmark designation report for the R.L. Clay (Rivers) House has also been
provided for reference.

WTO0530 R. L. Clay House (1933)

150 Clay House Dr.

This is an update to the 1988 survey of this property and the 2002 survey update. Please note that the
2002 survey update incorrectly states that the house is no longer standing, and the 1988 survey
incorrectly identified it as the Rob Rivers House (Rivers was a later owner). Because the original
architectural description is quite brief and lacking in essential details, this resurvey provides a more
exhaustive account of the house and its significance.

According to past surveys, an African-American contractor, “Mr. Simpson,” built the house in the late
1930s for Robert Luther (R. L.) Clay (1889-1945), the former Linville River Railway station agent (early
1930s) and deputy tax collector (mid to late 1930s) at Boone. Clay had moved his prior home—a frame
structure demolished in 2015—down the hill toward Moretz Drive to accommodate the new
construction. Newspaper accounts actually confirm a construction date of 1933 for the R. L. Clay House,
with the June 29, 1933, issue of the Watauga Democrat reporting that Clay “is engaged in the
construction of a native stone house.” Frequent newspaper updates occurred throughout the year, with
the Democrat reporting in December 1933 that the house was complete. Past attributions to Simpson
have never been sourced, however, and African-American members of the local Junaluska community
insist that John L. (“). L.”) Hickerson (circa 1889-1938), who was listed in the 1930 Census as a brick
mason working and living in Boone Township, completed the stonework at the R. L. Clay House. Indeed,
Hickerson was credited in the June 14, 1934, issue of the Watauga Democrat with completing the
masonry work on a stone dwelling being erected for Ed Luttrell in Shulls Mills, with W. G. Hartzog as the
general contractor. Hickerson’s obituary indicated that he “had resided in Boone for the past 17 years,
where he had the highest respect of the white population. He and his crew of workmen had erected the
walls of almost all the newer brick structures of the town” (“John Hickerson Dies on Sunday,” Watauga
Democrat, October 13, 1938, 1).

R. L. Clay sold the house in early 1945 to R. C. Rivers, the editor and publisher of the Watauga Democrat
and owner of the Rivers Publishing Company. The house remained in the Rivers family until October
1998, when Rachel Rivers-Coffey and her husband Paul Armfield Coffey donated the house and related,
adjacent family lands to the Town of Boone. A tenant, Jim Butler, remained in the house under a life
estate until his death in November 2011, but the house has been vacant for the past several years. Deed
restrictions limit future uses of the property and the house to “recreational purposes, green space,
[underground utility line easements], flood mitigation, a wildlife sanctuary, and historical purposes.” The
Boone Historic Preservation Commission has already identified the site for potential local historic
landmark designation.
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 2

The R. L. Clay House is a one and a half-story, side-gabled, natural cut stone home that is three bays
wide and built to face present-day Rivers Street. Access to the property is via a long, circuitous driveway,
known as Clay House Drive, off of Moretz Drive to the southeast. The property retains a one and a half-
story, two bay garage, also of natural cut stone, that is located at the end of Clay House Drive and just to
the southeast of the house. Walkways, outside stairwells, retaining walls, and curbing throughout the
property are also of natural cut stone and apparently part of the original landscaping plan. The roof of
the house until recently was composed of asbestos shingles designed to resemble slate, but these were
probably not original. They were removed in 2015 and replaced with more traditional asphalt shingles.

The house and garage are encircled in all directions by two parcels that are historically associated with
the Rivers and Clay families. The smaller parcel located to the southeast (2900-78-3881-000) was
donated to the Town of Boone by Paul Armfield Coffey in 2004. This parcel originally contained the small
frame house that appears to have been the R. L. Clay house that previously stood on the 1933 R. L. Clay
house site, but was moved in 1933 to make way for construction of the newer stone building (Watauga
Democrat, June 1, 1933). This house was burned, then demolished by the Town of Boone on May 30,
2015, as part of a firefighting training exercise after attempts to sell or relocate the house failed.

The second, larger parcel (2900-69-9070-000) is located to the north, west, and south of the house and
contains what was once the horse pasture (now overgrown) for Rachel Rivers-Coffey’s horses. This land
appears to have also been in the Clay family’s ownership for a number of years. This parcel contains
Baby, a gargantuan sugar maple that is on the North Carolina Register of Big Trees. There is a wrought
iron fence surrounding the tree and a large plaque on the southwest fence that states that Baby is a
North Carolina Champion Big Tree. Also on this parcel, at the northeast corner, is the Daniel Boone
Monument (WT0567), which was reconstructed at this location in the early 2000s. The Town of Boone
owns three additional, adjacent parcels to the northwest along Poplar Grove Road, two of which were
also donated by Paul Armfield Coffey with similar deed restrictions as those attached to the main house

property.

The north (front) fagade of the R. L. Clay features an irregular, front-gabled porch entrance that is
reached by stone steps with stone cheek walls. The entrance to the porch features a flat arch lintel with
a gothic-style light above, and the interior of the porch includes a stone bench on the east side of the
porch with two rectangular window openings on either side of the porch and wood weatherboard for
the interior porch ceiling. The main entrance features a twelve-light, wooden door, which is covered by
an aluminum screen door. Immediately to the east of the porch is a prominent, exterior, stone chimney
with alternating steps that narrow the chimney as it rises. The chimney includes a pronounced concrete
cap with brick piers at its four corners. Further to the east of the chimney and porch on the first floor is a
double set of six-over-six, double-hung sash windows with a wooden surround, aluminum storm
windows, and stone sills. Beyond this to the east, the first floor of the north elevation opens to a square,
interior porch with stone flooring and walls and a wooden weatherboard ceiling, with all of it anchored
to the footprint of the house by a stone column at the northeast corner of the porch. The porch includes
one wooden doorway along the interior south wall at the southwest corner of the porch, with another
similar door at the same corner along the west wall of the porch. Both are covered with aluminum
screen doors. To the north of the second door, still on the west wall of the porch, is a single, six-over-six,
double-hung sash, wooden window with a wooden surround, a stone sill, and an aluminum storm

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 3

window covering it. Another gothic light fixture hangs at the center of this interior porch space. Two
basement-level vents are visible under each window grouping of the north elevation.

The west side of the north elevation has a triple bay of six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden windows
with a wooden surround and a stone sill. All three are covered with aluminum storm windows. The
second floor of the north elevation, meanwhile, features two projecting, symmetrically spaced, gabled
dormers, each clad in weatherboard on their sides and what appear to be shingles on the gable fronts;
this shingle material may be of asbestos that has since been painted. The dormers themselves,
meanwhile, include prominent cornice returns, with double sets of six-over-six, double-hung sash,
wooden windows with wooden surrounds and aluminum storm windows over them. Small vents are
visible just below the apexes of these dormer gables.

The first floor of the west elevation, reading from north to south, is primarily of native stone and
includes a single, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden window with a wooden surround, a stone sill,
and an aluminum storm window covering, followed a short distance to the south by an identical
window. Near the center of the elevation, but offset slightly to the south, is a smaller, double window
group of six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden windows with a wooden surround, stone sill, and
aluminum storm window coverings. A short distance to the south of this is a single window that is
otherwise identical to those found in the double window grouping. Just above this window, the south
end of the gable roofline abruptly evens out to accommodate an enclosed porch along the south
elevation. The small, west portion of this porch includes another double set of windows identical to
those at the center of the west elevation, with a small amount of the same asbestos shingle treatment
visible between the tops of the windows and the roofline, while the bulkhead below the windows is
parging over an unknown material (possibly concrete block). At ground level are three basement vents
with stone lintels and stone window wells. The second floor of the west elevation, meanwhile, includes
a double set of windows at an intermediate size between the small and large examples found elsewhere
on the west elevation, but otherwise identical in their design and treatment. This set is centered
underneath the west gable. The roofline of the west gable, meanwhile, includes an aluminum, boxed
soffit that sports an oddly shaped cornice return only at the northwest corner of the house.

The south elevation of the house, meanwhile, is irregularly shaped. Reading from west to east, the first
floor of the south elevation is dominated by the three-season porch that runs nearly to the center of the
back of the house. This porch continues the parged bulkhead treatment, with a centered, four-light door
with an aluminum storm door over it, flanked by double sets of windows like those found on the west
elevation of this porch. For reasons that are not clear, the roofline of this porch steps down near its
junction with a second floor window, perhaps in an effort to prevent blocking that window. The east
return wall of this rear porch, meanwhile, repeats the asbestos shingling for a short distance below the
roof slope, with the bulkhead treatment taking up the whole east return wall. At its base is a set of stone
steps with a stone stairwell wall leading down to a basement door with an aluminum storm door. Above
this, along the main body of the house is a double set of large, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden
windows with a wooden surround, stone sill, and aluminum storm windows. Above this, the second
floor of the main block of the house reads as a wide dormer. At its center is a medium-sized, double
window grouping otherwise identical to those found elsewhere, with a single window of similar size just
to the west, over the aforementioned, stepped-down porch roof. A much smaller window, also
otherwise identical, is visible to the east of this centered, double window group. This wide dormer
features wooden weatherboard on the west and east sides of the dormer. A stone, interior chimney

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 4

rises from a high point of the south-facing roof at a junction with the west side of the south dormer,
while another interior chimney rises from the east side of the south-facing roof, separated by a short
distance from the south dormer. Back at the first floor level is another projection at the southeast
corner of the house, with a small, single, one-over-one, horizontal light, wooden window with a stone
sill and aluminum storm window over it on the west elevation of this projection, while a large, single
window like most of the others on the house is centered on the south elevation of this southeast
projection. Along this south elevation of the house, about ten feet from the back of the house, is a long,
stone retaining wall that runs parallel with the house to a set of stone steps with a stone cheek wall and
an iron railing just beyond the southwest corner of the house. This retaining wall continues a short
distance, parallel with the west elevation of the house.

The first floor of the east elevation, moving from south to north, includes a large window like those
found elsewhere, followed a short distance to the north by a large, double window group like those
found elsewhere. A short distance to the north of this is a set of stone steps with stone cheek walls on
each side and an iron railing along the top of the north cheek wall. This set of steps leads to the
aforementioned open, interior porch at the northeast corner of the house. The second floor of the east
elevation, meanwhile, features a medium-sized, double set of windows identical to those on the west
elevation, centered below the gable. A boxed, aluminum soffitt terminates in prominent cornice returns
at both ends of the roofline. Leading away from the porch steps, meanwhile, is a cut stone pathway,
with the iron railing continuing along its length. This terminates at a step down to the asphalt driveway,
which is itself bounded on its west and south sides by a low, stone retaining wall.

At the southeast end of this driveway is a detached, front-gabled, one and a half-story, two-car garage
of cut stone. Its north elevation includes the two symmetrically spaced, garage bay doors of vertical
wood slats, with a large, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden window with wooden surround and
stone lintel centered beneath the gable. The roofline includes an aluminum, boxed soffitt that
terminates in prominent cornice returns. The west and east walls of the garage are essentially
featureless stone, while the south elevation, which is built partially into the grade, includes a set of
wooden steps rising to the upper level of the garage, which is accessed via a wooden door with a deep
wooden surround. The roofline on this gable end also includes an aluminum, boxed soffitt that
terminates in prominent cornice returns.

Historic Photos

Below is a collection of historical photos of the subject property, obtained through a collaboration with
Digital Watauga. The photos are displayed in their original size and resolution, as well as in a cropped
version that highlights the main features of interest. For each photo, there is a citation.

Staff Note: Planning Staff did not alter or edit the photos in any way, but only arranged them in this
document for presentation purposes. Photos attached here are the best available with the clearest and
most complete images of the subject property. Any commentary on the images is from the Digital
Watauga technician(s) who found and sent the images to Planning Staff.

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Architectural Survey Excerpt and Historic Photos (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 5

Image courtesy of the Crayte Teague Collection, Digital Watauga Project
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 6
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Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga Project
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Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga Project
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COA Pre-Application Workshop for R.L. Clay (Rivers) House, Blue Ridge Conservancy Trail | 8

Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga Project
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Boone Historic Preservation Commission
Local Landmark Designation Report

R. L. Clay House
(Rivers House)

Prepared by Ellie McCorkle

with assistance from the

Boone Historic Preservation Commission
July 2023, Final Draft,
February 2024, Final Revised
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R. L. Clay House (WTO0530)

l. General Information

A. Common and Historical Property Names
1. R. L. Clay House (Ca. 1933-1945)
2. R. C. Rivers House (Ca. 1945-Present)
B. Physical Address or Location
1. 150 Clay House Dr., Boone, NC 28607
a. North (primary) elevation faces Rivers Street
C. Tax Parcel Identification Numbers (PIN)
1. PIN: 2900-78-3934-000
2. PIN: 2900-69-9070-000
3. PIN: 2900-79-0308-000
D. Current Owner Name
1. The current owner is the Town of Boone and has been since the donation of
the house and related properties beginning in 1998. There was a life tenancy
included with the house deed, but this person left the house permanently in
2011 and no longer survives. It has been uninhabited since and used for
storage.
E. Current Owner Mailing Address(es)
1. 567 West King Street, Boone, NC 28607
F. Appraised Value of the Property (2022)
1. PIN 2900-78-3934-000: Total value $682,200. Land value is $55,300 and
building value is $626,900.
2. PIN 2900-69-9070-000: Land value is $821,100.
3. PIN 2900-79-0308-000: Land value is $108,600.
G. Date of Construction
1. House: Circa 1933
2. Garage: Before 1940 (perhaps 1933)
H. Historical Significance
1. Criterion B: Association with Significant Person(s), 1945-1998
2. Criterion C: Architectural Significance, 1933-1940
I. Statement of Property Designation:
1. The proposed boundaries of the designation follow the surveyed boundaries for
all listed parcels: 2900-78-3934-000, 2900-69-9070-000, and 2900-79-0308-
000. These parcels include the house, the garage (interior not included for the
house and garage), a portion of the drive leading to the house and garage (Clay
House Drive), the Daniel Boone Monument/Rivers Park, land along the
ridgeline to the north and northwest of the house, “Rachel’s meadow,” and
“Baby,” the North Carolina state champion sugar maple. See pages 8 and 9 for
further information.
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The original report drafted by Ellie McCorkle was substantially revised and edited into this final
version by the following members of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission: Elizabeth
Bond, Eric Plaag, James Sharp, Charles Watkins, and Riley Ziegler. January 2024
modifications were edited into this final version by the following members of the Boone Historic
Preservation Commission: Elizabeth Bond, Vardell Smyth, Krystal Carter, and Jerry
Williamson.

The 1950 cover image of the R. L. Clay House, taken from the northeast, is used courtesy of the
Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga Project.
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I1. Brief Statement of Significance

The R. L. Clay House is proposed for designation as a local historic landmark due to its high
level of local significance for its association with several members of the Rivers family who
were influential in the history of the Town of Boone. Members of the Rivers family resided in
and owned the home for more than 50 years as they operated and published the local newspaper,
the Watauga Democrat. R. C. Rivers, Jr., ran the Watauga Democrat for 42 years, 30 years of
that while residing in this home. Rachel Rivers-Coffey, the granddaughter of R. C. Rivers, Sr.,
and daughter of R. C. Rivers, Jr., was raised in the home before she took over the Watauga
Democrat following her father’s death in 1975 and continued to run the paper until 1994. She
and her husband Paul Armfield Coffey donated the property to the Town of Boone in 1998.

The R. L. Clay House is also locally significant for its architecture. The one and a half-story R.
L. Clay House with its subdued, Colonial Revival influences was constructed using native stone
and completed circa 1933. Its use of native stone is an early local example of a popular trend that
accelerated with the Works Progress Administration (WPA) funding of the construction of other
Colonial Revival, native stone buildings during the mid to late 1930s. Also included as a
contributing resource in this designation is the two-story, native stone garage to the southeast of
the home, which was likely constructed simultaneous to the house and certainly before 1940.
There is a prize sugar maple tree, “Baby,” that straddles two of the parcels within the boundary
to the northwest of the R. L. Clay House. At the northeast end of the boundary is Rivers Park, a
stone monument area built in 2005 containing a reconstruction of historic Daniel Boone
Monument that originally stood several hundred yards to the southeast. The parcels proposed for
designation continue to provide historic context for the close relationship the Rivers family had
to the town and community of Boone.

Three of seven legal parcels in this vicinity that are owned by the Town of Boone are proposed
for designation, all three of which were associated with the Rivers family from at least the mid
1940s. The Town of Boone acquired all three parcels through donations by Rachel Rivers-Coffey
and/or Paul Armfield Coffey. This is not all of the land once associated with the property, as
some of the original Clay and Rivers holdings were either subdivided or sold off, then developed
by private individuals and companies. The other four nearby parcels owned by the Town are
either noncontiguous to the boundary parcels or not historically associated with the Rivers
family.

- R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay

I11. Architectural Description

The R. L. Clay House is a one and a half-story, side-gabled home with a native, cut stone
exterior, and it features subdued, Colonial Revival influences. It is three bays wide and built to
face north, toward present-day Rivers Street. The house sits perpendicular to another street
historically known as South Water Street (recently renamed Burrell Street). Access to the
property is via a long, circuitous driveway, known as Clay House Drive, located off of Moretz
Drive to the southeast. The property retains a one and a half-story, two-bay garage that also
features a native, cut stone exterior. This garage is located at the end of Clay House Drive and
just southeast of the house. Walkways, outside stairwells, retaining walls, and curbing
throughout the property are also of native, cut stone and are apparently part of the original
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landscaping plan. The roof of the house, until recently, was composed of asbestos shingles
designed to resemble slate, but these were probably not original. These shingles were removed in
2015 and replaced with more traditional asphalt shingles.

The north (front) fagade of the R. L. Clay House features an irregular, front-gabled porch
entrance that is reached by stone steps with stone cheek walls. The entrance to the porch features
a flat arch lintel with a gothic-style light above, and the interior of the porch includes a stone
bench on the east side of the porch with two rectangular window openings on either side of the
porch. Wood weatherboard was used for the interior porch ceiling. The main entrance features a
twelve-light, wooden door that is protected by an aluminum screen door. This entrance, while
intended as the front door to the home, is no longer used for interior access by the Town of
Boone. Immediately to the east of the porch is a prominent, exterior chimney of native stone with
alternating steps that narrow the chimney as it rises. There is a pale, stone diamond in the center
of the chimney, an architectural detail that is continued throughout the design of the home,
interior and exterior. The chimney includes a pronounced concrete cap with brick piers at its four
corners. Further to the east of the chimney and porch on the first floor is a double set of six-over-
six, double-hung sash windows with a wooden surround, aluminum storm windows, and stone
sills. Beyond this to the east, the first floor of the north elevation opens to a square, interior porch
with stone flooring and walls as well as a wooden weatherboard ceiling. This is all anchored to
the footprint of the house by a stone column at the northeast corner of the porch.

The porch includes one wooden doorway along the interior south wall at the southwest corner of
the porch, with another similar door at the same corner along the west wall of the porch. This
west wall entrance is currently used as the main entrance by the Town of Boone. Both doors are
covered with aluminum screen doors. To the north of the second door, still on the west wall of
the porch, is a single, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden window with a wooden surround,
a stone sill, and an aluminum storm window protecting it. A gothic light fixture hangs at the
center of this interior porch space; some of the glass panels in this fixture are broken and
missing.

Visible under each window grouping on the north elevation are two basement-level vents. The
west side of the north elevation has a triple bay of six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden
windows with wooden surrounds and a stone sill. All three are covered with aluminum storm
windows. The second floor of the north elevation features two projecting, symmetrically spaced,
gabled dormers, each clad in weatherboard on their sides and what appear to be shingles on the
gable fronts. This shingle material may be of asbestos that has since been painted. The dormers
include prominent cornice returns with double sets of six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden
windows with wooden surrounds and aluminum storm windows over them. Small vents are
visible just below the apexes of these dormer gables.

The first floor of the west elevation, reading from north to south, is primarily of native stone and
includes a single, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden window with an aluminum storm
window covering. A short distance to the south is an identical window. Near the center of the
elevation, but offset slightly to the south, is a smaller, double window group of six-over-six,
double-hung sash, wooden windows with a wooden surround, stone sill, and aluminum storm
window coverings. A short distance to the south of this is a single window that is otherwise
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identical to those found in the double window grouping. Just above this window, the south end of
the gable roofline abruptly evens out to accommodate an enclosed porch that includes another
double set of windows identical to those at the center of the west elevation, with a small amount
of the same asbestos shingle treatment visible between the tops of the windows and the roofline,
while the bulkhead below the windows is parging over an unknown material (possibly concrete
block). At ground level are three basement vents with stone lintels and stone window wells. The
second floor of the west elevation includes a double set of the windows at an intermediate size
between the small and large examples found elsewhere on the west elevation, but otherwise
identical in their design and treatment. This set is centered underneath the west gable. The
roofline of the west gable includes an aluminum, boxed soffit that sports an oddly shaped cornice
return at the northwest corner of the house and at no other corner.

The south elevation of the house is irregularly shaped. Reading from west to east, the first floor
of the south elevation is dominated by the three-season enclosed porch that runs nearly to the
center of the back of the house. This porch continues the previously described, parged bulkhead
treatment, with a centered, four-light door with an aluminum storm door over it; this door is
flanked by double sets of windows like those found on the west elevation of this porch. For
reasons that are not clear, the roofline of this porch steps down near its junction with a second-
floor window, perhaps in an effort to not block that window. The east return wall of this rear
porch repeats the asbestos shingling for a short distance below the roof slope, with the bulkhead
treatment taking up the whole east return wall. At its base is a set of stone steps with a stone
stairwell wall leading down to a basement door with an aluminum storm door. This door is not
visible from the interior of the basement, indicating that it leads to a separate storage space under
the home. Above this, along the main body of the house, is a double set of large, six-over-six,
double-hung sash, wooden windows with a wooden surround, stone sill, and aluminum storm
windows. Above this, the second floor of the main block of the house reads as a wide dormer. At
its center is a medium-sized, double window grouping otherwise identical to those found
elsewhere with a single window of similar size just to the west, over the stepped-down porch
roof. A much smaller window, also otherwise identical, is visible to the east of this centered,
double window group. This wide dormer features wooden weatherboard on the west and east
sides of the dormer. A stone interior chimney rises from a high point of the south-facing roof at a
junction with the west side of the south dormer, while another interior chimney rises from the
east side of the south-facing roof, separated by a short distance from the south dormer.

Back at the first floor level is another projection at the southeast corner of the house, with a
small, single, one-over-one, horizontal light, wooden window with a stone sill and aluminum
storm window over it on the west elevation of this projection. A large, single window like most
of the others on the house is centered on the south elevation of this southeast projection. Along
this south elevation of the house about ten feet from the back of the house is a long, stone
retaining wall that runs parallel with the house to a set of stone steps with a stone cheek wall and
an iron railing just beyond the southwest corner of the house. This retaining wall continues a
short distance, parallel with the west elevation of the house.

The first floor of the east elevation, moving from south to north, includes a large window like
those found elsewhere, followed a short distance to the north by a large, double window group
like those found elsewhere. A short distance to the north of this is a set of stone steps with stone
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cheek walls on each side and an iron railing along the top of the north cheek wall. This set of
steps leads to the aforementioned open, interior porch at the northeast corner of the house. The
second floor of the east elevation features a medium-sized, double set of windows identical to
those on the west elevation, centered just below the gable. A boxed, aluminum soffit terminates
in prominent cornice returns at both ends of the roofline. Leading away from the porch steps is a
cut stone pathway, with the iron railing continuing along its length. This terminates at a step
down to the asphalt driveway of Clay House Drive, which is itself bounded on its west and south
sides by a low, stone retaining wall.

At the southeast end of this driveway is a detached, front-gabled, one and a half-story, two-car
garage of cut stone. Its north elevation includes two symmetrically spaced, garage bay doors of
vertical wood slats, with a large, six-over-six, double-hung sash, wooden window with wooden
surround and stone lintel centered beneath the gable. The roofline includes an aluminum, boxed
soffit that terminates in prominent cornice returns. The west and east walls of the garage are
essentially featureless stone while the south elevation, which is built partially into the grade,
includes a set of wooden steps rising to the upper level of the garage, which is accessed via a
wooden door with a deep wooden surround. The roofline on this gable end also includes an
aluminum, boxed soffit that terminates in prominent cornice returns.?

There is a low, creekstone retaining wall along the sloping edge of the north portion of the
property, facing Rivers Street. The wall was likely more prominent when first constructed but
has since been obscured by overgrowth and has partially collapsed. It appears to have been
placed to aid in landscaping for the rhododendrons that grow along its top.

On the northeast corner of the larger parcel (2900-69-9070-000) being designated there is a
monument and small park, Rivers Park, that is included in the proposed boundary. The
monument feature, known as the Daniel Boone Monument (WT0567), is a stone obelisk with a
pinnacle of either parged stone or concrete, capped by a rough stone finial; together, they stand
approximately 25 feet tall. This monument is a replica of one built twice before and originally
meant to denote where a cabin once stood that local legend alleges may have been inhabited
seasonally by Daniel Boone in the late eighteenth century.? Commemorative tablets from the
original monument are mounted within the base of the present iteration of the obelisk.
Surrounding the monument is a native stone, circular wall, bisected by entries at the east and

1 Almost the entirety of this architectural description is taken, with minor adjustments, from Eric W. Plaag, et al,
“Comprehensive Architectural Survey of Downtown Boone, North Carolina,” (Boone, NC, February 2021), 97-101,
http://www.townofboone.net/DocumentCenter/View/1334/Comprehensive-Architectural-Survey-of-Downtown-
Boone-North-Carolina-2021.

2The original version of this monument stood on the north side of the intersection of Stadium Drive and Rivers
Street, near the present Daniel Boone and Dogs statue. This original version was composed of rough-cut, stone
blocks with a pyramidal cap of concrete that tapered in a phallic, pyramidal spearpoint. In 1968, the monument
was deconstructed and moved approximately 50 yards to the east to a point just northeast of the former location
of Justice Hall dormitory, just southeast of Stadium Drive, where it was reconstructed in April 1969. This
reconstruction used entirely different materials and was proportioned differently in terms of overall height and the
proportions of its cap. This version was demolished in 1994. After rescuing the original engraved tablets from the
original monument, the Town of Boone reconstructed the monument at Rivers Park in 2005. For more on this
feature, see Plaag, “Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 101-02, from which much of the description in this note
is taken.
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west ends. Portions of the south portion of the perimeter wall are stepped with the terrain, and all
elements of the wall are capped by a concrete slab. Additional commemorative plaques are
adhered to the south portion of the perimeter wall.

No significant archaeological features are known to be on the property at this time.
Integrity

The association between this property and the Rivers family is undivided and uninterrupted
during the period of significance and more broadly during their lifetimes until the property was
transferred to the Town of Boone for its protection in the late 1990s. The house and garage have
never been moved and are still associated with much of the original acreage the Rivers family
would have enjoyed while residing at the property. The design of both the residence and the
garage is original and still retains the original features that make both buildings architecturally
significant. The alteration of the south porch of the residence from an open to an enclosed porch
appears to have occurred during the 1970s, and while the materials used for this porch do not
match the stonework of the rest of the house, this is a relatively minor change to the tertiary
elevation of the house, so the impact on material and design integrity is minimal. The exterior
cladding materials of both the home and the garage are original and in good condition, and they
continue to reflect the workmanship of the home’s skilled mason, John L. Hickerson (see
significance section). The roof was replaced recently on both the house and the garage, but the
materials selected generally match the appearance of the original materials. The aluminum storm
windows are not original to the home and are in fair condition; this reversible application serves
to protect the original windows that are still in place. As far as setting, much of the property is
still characterized by the thick forest that remains to the north and west of the home, and
“Rachel’s Meadow,” a bowl-shaped feature to the west and southwest of the home, still retains
its topography. Taken together, the landscape and building resources of the property continue to
convey the historic feeling of the 1930s, when the home was first built, and the 1940s through
the 1990s, when members of the Rivers family resided here. As the home, garage, and
surrounding landscape have remained largely unchanged, excepting the south porch of the house,
there is little that detracts from the integrity of the property and its building resources.

Boundary Justification

The proposed boundaries of the designation follow the surveyed boundaries for all listed parcels:
2900-78-3934-000, 2900-69-9070-000, and 2900-79-0308-000.3 These parcels include the house,
the garage, a portion of the drive leading to the house and garage (Clay House Drive), the Daniel
Boone Monument/Rivers Park, land along the ridgeline to the north and northwest of the house,
“Rachel’s meadow,” and “Baby,” the North Carolina state champion sugar maple. The combined
acreage for the boundary amounts to 9.54 acres of the original 13 to 15 acres associated with the
home under the Rivers” ownership. While this does not include all of the property that was once
associated with the Rivers family during the Rivers occupancy, it does include all pertinent

3 Rachel Rivers-Coffey and Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 28 October 1998, Book of Record 480, Page 494;
Rachel Rivers-Coffey and Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 28 October 1998, Book of Record 480, Page 496; and
Armfield Coffey, personally and as Executor of the Estate of Rachel Rivers-Coffey, to Town of Boone, 26 January
2000, Book of Record 553, Page 297 (Tract ). All references are from the Watauga County Register of Deeds.
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buildings associated with the home and its human inhabitants, and the associated parcels are
contiguous, making for an uninterrupted boundary. The proposed boundary parcels surrounding
the home and garage provide context for understanding the use of the property by those who
lived in the home during its historically significant periods in the mid-twentieth century.

The first of these parcels, 2900-78-3934-000, contains the R. L. Clay House, the garage, and part
of Clay House Drive. It totals 0.26 acres. The second parcel, 2900-69-9070-000, is located to the
northeast, north, west, and south of the house parcel and contains Rivers Park, the reconstructed
Daniel Boone Monument, and what was once the horse pasture (“Rachel’s Meadow) for the
horses owned by Rachel Rivers-Coffey. It totals 8.15 acres. This parcel and/or the third parcel
slightly to the northwest (2900-79-0308-000) contains “Baby,” a champion sugar maple
registered with the North Carolina Register of Big Trees.* This last parcel contains 1.13 acres.

In total, there were seven parcels historically associated with the Rivers family in this vicinity.
The smaller parcel to the southeast (2900-78-3881-000) was donated to the Town of Boone by
Paul Armfield Coffey in 2004. This parcel originally contained the small frame house that
appears to have been the original R. L. Clay House that previously stood on the 1933 Clay House
site but was moved in late 1932 to make way for construction of the newer stone residence.® This
house was burned and then demolished by the Town of Boone on May 30, 2015, as part of a
firefighting training exercise after attempts to sell or relocate the house failed.® Because the
Rivers family did not control this parcel until 1984, it is not included in the designation
boundary. Three other parcels (2900-69-6458-000, 2900-69-4353-000, and 2900-69-8483-000)
to the west and northwest do not adjoin the parcels proposed for designation or were not
originally part of the Rivers holdings; they are thus excluded from the proposed boundary.

IV. Historical Background
John L. Hickerson (ca. 1889-1938)

Completed in 1933, the R. L. Clay House was the work of a prominent, Black stonemason and
contractor, John L. Hickerson (ca. 1889-1938), a Yadkin County native who relocated to Boone
about 1920. He was married to Sallie Shearer Hickerson and had no children. In October 1930,
Hickerson and his wife took out a deed of trust along with two of his wife’s family members on
the lot at the northwest corner of present-day Church Street and North Street, although this
property originally appears to have been purchased by the other three parties in 1924, without
Hickerson’s participation, suggesting that this was the Shearer residence where Hickerson lived

- R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay

4 Direct access to “Baby” is prohibited by the presence of a tall, aluminum, decorative fence around the base of the
tree, and aerial GIS maps with parcel lines place the fenced area around the tree on both parcels (9070 and 0308).
5“Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, 1 Jun 1933:5.

6 Josiah Clark, “’Nearly Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity” for Public to Watch House Burning Last Saturday,” High
Country Press, 1 June 2015, online, https://www.hcpress.com/front-page/boone-fire-department-burns-down-old-
white-house-at-rivers-park-to-demonstrate-the-dangers-of-house-fires-in-a-nearly-once-in-a-lifetime-
opportunity.html.
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with his wife and in-laws following their marriage.” Little else has been documented about
Hickerson’s private life.

Hickerson built the R. L. Clay House for Robert Luther “R. L.” Clay (1889-1945) in 1933, and
it’s likely that his work also included the stone garage on the property, given that the stonework
there closely resembles the stonework found on the house.® Hickerson was considered
“renowned for his masonry work throughout Boone in the 1920s and 1930s.”° A single-family
dwelling built of native stone by a local, Black mason was not unusually notable in North
Carolina at the time, as there were many non-White laborers engaged in the building trades
throughout the state during the early twentieth century. Hickerson, however, is the only Black
brick mason listed in the 1930 US Census for Watauga County, North Carolina, suggesting that
he possessed a unique set of skills among his Black peers for that time period.*° In particular, the
local press noted Hickerson for the quality of his work and for leading his own team of laborers,
indicating that he would have been in high demand by those who could afford to create such
homes during the Great Depression.'* In June 1934, a year after Hickerson completed the R. L.
Clay House, “Mr. Ed Luttrell of Shulls Mills [was] erecting a nine-room stone dwelling.... J. L.
Hickerson [was] taking care of the masonry.” Hickerson also apparently teamed with a prolific
local White contractor, Wiley Gordon “W. G.” Hartzog (1885-1976), as the primary brick or
stone mason on a number of local projects during the 1920s and 1930s.12 Hickerson was also
credited with completing the masonry work on “almost all the newer brick structures of the
town,” including the First Baptist Church auditorium (WT0611, 1936), the Rivers Printing
Company Building (WT0585, 1937), the second Newland Hall dormitory on the Appalachian

7 Etta Shearer and Lola Shearer, J. L. Hickerson and Sallie Hickerson, to John E. Brown and J. M. Hodges, 30 October
1930, Deed of Trust Book 39, Page 57; and A. E. South and Mae Bell South to Ella Shearer, Lola Shearer, and Sallie
Shearer, 11 March 1924, Deed Book 31, Page 486. A frame house is visible at this location in a 1950 aerial image
(Pal-Bla-02-002) by Palmer Blair but no longer stands today. This image is visible at
http://digitalwatauga.org/items/show/6030.

8 “Real Estate Trade Active: Many Building Projects,” Watauga Democrat, 29 June 1933: 1; “Local Affairs,”
Watauga Democrat, 1 June 1933: 5; and “John Hickerson Dies on Sunday,” Watauga Democrat, 13 October 1938:
1.

Plaag, et al, “Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 50.

10See Ancestry.com, “Watauga County, North Carolina,” 1930 United States Federal Census, [database online],
(Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2002). The 1930 Census listed dozens of Black laborers in Watauga
County, most described as being odd jobbers of farmers. There was also a large contingent of Black laborers from
the Watauga County State Prison Farm who were apparently leased out as construction workers. None of these
other individuals, however, appear to have possessed sufficient training and experience to have been labeled as a
skilled mason.

1The most prominent White masons working in Watauga County during the 1930s were probably Earl, Clarence,
and Leslie Lyons, three contractors with deep roots in Watauga County. See Eric Plaag, “Watauga County Historical
Society Announces the Lyon Brothers as Next Inductees to the WCHS Hall of Fame,” Watauga County Historical
Society, 30 June 2022, online, https://www.wataugacountyhistoricalsociety.org/blog-1/2022/7/1/watauga-county-
historical-society-announces-the-lyons-brothers-as-next-inductees-to-the-wchs-hall-of-fame. For an account of a
laborer who worked for Hickerson, see “Leroy Kirkpatrick, Sr., 1910-1993,” Junaluska: Oral Histories of a Black
Appalachian Community, Edited by Susan E. Keefe, (Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, 2020), 68.

12 “Much Building Now Going on in County,” Watauga Democrat, 14 June 1934: 1.
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State Teachers College campus (masonry in 1938, completed in 1939), and the Appalachian
Theatre (WT0609, 1938).13

The R. L. Clay House in an Architectural Context

The R. L. Clay House was built in 1933 of native stone, a material that was not readily available
in Boone until after the arrival of the Linville River Railway in October 1918.1* Before the mid-
1930s, few private homes were constructed using native, cut stone, and the few stone buildings
that did exist in Boone prior to 1933 tended to be constructed from stacked fieldstone in mortar
or roughly cut fieldstone. Two such Boone buildings were the Advent Christian Church
(WTO0577, 1926), constructed from native graystone, and the original Linney Law Office
(WT0587, 1923), featuring stacked “surface rock.”*® Institutional building schemes also
occasionally incorporated stone construction, such as the 1928 project to build several cottages at
the Grandfather Orphans Home in Banner EIk.1® Another such project just outside Watauga
County was a four-story, native stone hospital built in Banner Elk in 1930 by the same people
who constructed stone buildings on the Lees McRae campus in 1926.17 As a residential building
material, however, native stone appears to have been used somewhat rarely in single-family
dwellings before the mid 1930s. Among the few early examples were a handful of summer
cottages built at Blowing Rock in 1913 and Ben Smith’s bungalow built near Appalachian State
Teachers College in 1927, better known as the Bushnell Cabin (WT0522). Another example was
Dr. R. C. Ellis’s summer home built on Orchard Street (WT0546) in 1927 by local contractor
Will Hodges. Another such home was the Howard Miller House (WT0509) on Delmar Street,
presumed to have been built about 1930. None of these examples rivals the R. L. Clay House in
size or architectural sophistication.!®

The construction of the stone residence for R. L. Clay in 1933, however, marked the beginning
of a new and popular trend that continued throughout the middle and late 1930s. In the summer
of 1934, for example, single-family, stone dwellings were being built in the Boone area for
Professor J. A. Williams near the Appalachian State campus, R. T. Greer on Boone Trail

13“David Horton,” Junaluska, 107. B. G. Teams was the contractor on the Rivers Printing Company building,
suggesting that Hickerson was subcontracted to lay the brick. See Plaag, et al, “Comprehensive Architectural
Survey,” 110-11; and “John Hickerson Dies on Sunday,” Watauga Democrat, 13 October 1938: 1.

1 For a history of the Linville River Railway, see John R. Waite, The Blue Ridge Stemwinder, (Johnson City, TN:
Overmountain Press, 2003).

15The Advent Christian Church is frequently attributed incorrectly to 1920; it was actually completed in 1926. See
“Advent Christian Church to Open,” Watauga Democrat, 19 August 1926: 1. Regarding the Linney Law Office, see
“Local Affairs, Town and County,” Watauga Democrat, 6 December 1923: 5. For all survey-referenced properties,
see the survey files listed by number, which are held by the NC State Historic Preservation Office in Asheville, NC.
16 “Banner Elk News,” Watauga Democrat, 19 July 1928: 1.

17 “New Hospital at Banner Elk Is Near Completion,” Watauga Democrat, 24 July 1930: 1.

18 “Blowing Rock in Brief,” Watauga Democrat, 1 May 1913: 2; and “The Tattler,” Watauga Democrat, 7 July 1927:
5. Smith built the Bushnell Cabin using stone quarried from a mountain a short distance away on Highway 105; no
mortar is visible in the stonework. Regarding the Ellis summer house, see “Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, 4
August 1927: 4. The Ellises spent just one summer in the house after its completion, then routinely rented it out
and stayed at the W. H. Gragg House on Gragg Street as boarders in subsequent summers. See “Local Affairs,”
Watauga Democrat, 10 July 1930: 5. Regarding the Howard Miller House, the property was actually sold by J. E.
and Nannie Edmisten to Charles and Bettie Lou Wilfong in 1951 (Deed Book 70, Page 161), with no predecessor
deed listed or found, long before Miller’s ownership. Its construction date has not been independently verified.
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Highway (now US 421), Charles T. Zimmerman in Daniel Boone Park (224 Grand Blvd.), James
E. Holshouser, Sr., (WT0544) in Daniel Boone Park, Owen Wilson on the western end of King
Street, and H. L. Lyons near the Lovill House at the west end of Boone.*® Of these, the
Holshouser house is probably most analogous to sophistication and size to the R. L. Clay House
and was built a year later. It features stone quarried from Shulls Mill; this stone is not cut to
provide a flat finish, as at the R. L. Clay House, and instead features boulders that provide a
distinctly different appearance. The house also includes unusual Gothic-style features.?’ Ernest
Banner of Banner EIK is credited as the mason for this home.

Other stone homes quickly followed during the 1930s. The W. Ralph Winkler House (WT0515)
on Blowing Rock Road also features stone masonry and is attributed to Midas Wheeler as stone
mason in 1936. Unfortunately, numerous additions and alterations have destroyed the
architectural integrity of this property. That same year, Wheeler was also reportedly the stone
mason for the construction of the W. F. Miller House on Cherry Drive (WT0539). This home is
smaller than the R. L. Clay House, and additions to the house in the late twentieth century have
adversely impacted the integrity of the property. In 1937, Guy Hunt reportedly had his home
built on Orchard Street (WT0547), with the masonry conjecturally attributed by the surveyor to
the Lyons brothers. The Hunt house compares favorably with the R. L. Clay House but appears
to postdate its construction. About 1938, yet another stone home with a rock garage was
completed nearby for Herman W. Wilcox on present-day Wallace Circle (WT0548).
Unfortunately, several late twentieth-century additions have marred the integrity of this property.

The popularity of stone construction in domestic architecture aligns with the introduction of the
Works Progress Administration programs of the mid-1930s, which were designed to ease the
effects of the Great Depression. In Boone and Watauga County, four schools of stone
construction were completed using WPA funding in 1937 alone, and at least six other stone
buildings were completed for the local community, county government, and the Appalachian
State Teachers College in Boone in 1938 and 1939.%! Stone buildings were perceived as
especially desirable during this period because they were “not only durable but absolutely fire-
proof.”?? Institutional buildings, such as the United States Post Office in downtown Boone
(WTO0049, 1939), the Courthouse Annex building on North Water Street (WT0607, 1939),
various school buildings throughout Watauga County, and about a dozen single-family, faculty
homes constructed at Appalachian State Teachers College (WT0529, ca. 1938-1940), less than a
mile east of the R. L. Clay House, were of stone construction, indicating a ready supply and
relatively easy access to the material in large quantities in the later 1930s after government
programs allowed for massive mining of stone for buildings.?® All of those faculty homes were
moved or destroyed as the Appalachian State University rapidly expanded after 1967, decreasing

13 “Much Building Now Going on in County,” Watauga Democrat, 14 June 1934: 1; and “Work on Dwelling to
Start,” Watauga Democrat, 9 August 1934: 8. Midas Wheeler was the stone mason on the Zimmerman property.
200n construction of the Holshouser residence, see “Much Building Now Going on in County,” Watauga Democrat,
14 June 1934: 1, 4.

21“E|lerbe Lauds School Projects,” Watauga Democrat, 22 October 1936: 1; and “26,000 Allotted to Local College,”
Watauga Democrat, 24 February 1938: 1.

22“Lees-McRae Institute Opening at Banner Elk,” Watauga Democrat, 16 September 1926: 1.

23 “Faculty Homes are Completed,” Watauga Democrat, 20 October 1938: 8. The homes were completed in stages
from 1938 to 1940.
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or otherwise destroying their architectural integrity as significance representations of stone,
domestic architecture at Boone during the Depression era.

Local lore has spread the belief that many of these stone buildings constructed from the early
1930s to 1940 were made using the stone moved to create the nearby Blue Ridge Parkway.
Construction on the Parkway began in 1938, years after the construction of many of these
buildings. Furthermore, the portion of the Blue Ridge Parkway nearby to Boone did not begin
construction until after World War Il and was not completed until the mid-1980s. Nevertheless,
the mistaken belief that these stone homes were built using stone quarried from the construction
of the historic scenic route persists.

The 2021 Downtown Boone Historic Resources Survey listed several native stone buildings, all
of which were commercial buildings except for the R. L. Clay House. The Cook-Nichols Motor
Company Building (WT0603), which eventually burned in 1996, and the Duncan Motor
Company Building (WT0887) were both completed in 1940.2* The Boone Bus Station (WT0612)
was also a W. G. Hartzog project, but its native stone facade was completed in 1946. Following
demolition of the entire building in 2011 after its acquisition by Appalachian State University,
ASU officials promised to “rebuild” the facade as a curtain wall, allegedly using the original
stones in a pattern that mimicked the original design and door and window openings. Close
analysis, however, supports recent contentions that there is considerable doubt that the extant
stones are the original stonework that comprised the facade of the original bus station.? Beyond
these later examples of stone construction in Boone, native stone can also be seen in various
appurtenant structures and landscape objects around downtown Boone, mostly in retaining walls,
sheds, and steps that lead to house sites, many of which no longer stand.

Additional Historic Context, R. L. Clay (1889-1945)

Robert Luther “R. L.” Clay, for whom the R. L. Clay House was originally built in 1933, was a
native of Avery County, having moved to Watauga County after the Linville River Railway was
built in the late 1910s.%6 He worked at the Shulls Mill station as an agent until he moved to
Boone in the 1920s, where he remained working with the railway. The Clays did have a home in
Boone before the native stone house was built, as there are reports of Mrs. Clay entertaining the
Friday Afternoon Club in her home in May of 1931.2" This original home was a simple, wood-
frame farmhouse that was a commonplace type of residential construction in the early twentieth
century in Boone. The first home was moved from the present R. L. Clay House site a short
distance to the southeast in order to make space for the native stone building, possibly as part of
an agreement between the Clays and Poly C. Wyke, who owned those lots. After a default by the
Wykes, the former Clay house and the land surrounding its location were sold to Esther Boone,
who was R. L. Clay’s sister-in-law, in 1940.22 Boone remained in that home for more than four

24Plaag, et al, “Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 165, 329.

25 Plaag, et al, “Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 190-92.

26 “Brief lllness Proves Fatal to R. Luther Clay,” Watauga Democrat, 29 March 1945: 1.

27 “Eriday Afternoon Club with Mrs. R. L. Clay,” Watauga Democrat, 21 May 1931: 5.

28 \Watauga Building and Loan Association to Esther Boone, 27 July 1940, Deed Book 52, Page 518.
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decades. The original Clay home was, unfortunately, destroyed by the Town of Boone in a fire
exercise in 2015.%°

In 1933, Clay, his wife Annie Stansbury Clay, and his daughters moved to Greensboro so Clay
could work with the Internal Revenue Department, now known as the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS). As this move happened, the stone house was being completed by a local Black brick
mason and contractor, John L. Hickerson (ca. 1889-1938).%° It is likely that Clay also had the
separate, two-car garage built at about the same time to the southeast of the home, given that the
stonework closely resembles that found on the house.3! Rather than residing full-time in the new
home at Boone, the Clays maintained the house as a summer and weekend residence for the
family. Mrs. Clay would entertain in the home regularly while she and her daughters were in
town, based on multiple Watauga Democrat articles regarding the Friday Afternoon Club during
the 1930s and 1940s.32 In 1943, Clay was promoted to the Field Division Chief in the
Greensboro office of the IRS. When Clay was in residence in Boone, he was an active Free
Mason and Shriner. He was a member of the Boone Methodist Church, where he served as the
Sunday school superintendent for two years and as steward for many more. While inGreensboro,
Clay was a member of the West Market Street Methodist Church.3

The promotion in 1943 appears to have influenced the Clay family’s decision to abandon the
house at Boone. In December 1944, Clay and his wife sold the house property and some of the
surrounding land to Robert Campbell “R. C.” Rivers, Jr. (1899-1975), and his wife Bonnie Jean
Lewis Rivers (1910-1991).34 Shortly thereafter, Clay died from complications following an
operation to remove his appendix in 1945. He was survived by his wife and five daughters.®

The R. L. Clay House in the Context of the R. C. Rivers, Jr., Family

Robert Campbell Rivers, Sr. (1861-1933), was born in Tennessee and moved to Boone at some
point before 1888, marrying Sarah Locke “Sallie” Jurney (1861-1924) in 1892. They had three
children, R. C., Jr., being the eldest surviving son. In 1889, Rivers, Sr., purchased the Watauga
Democrat, the local paper that had flopped after its first fall edition in 1888, from Joseph
Spainhour and John S. Williams. Rivers initially had a noteworthy partner in this purchase—
Daniel B. Dougherty—but Rivers bought out his partner later that year. Rivers continued to print
the paper as the mouthpiece of the local Democratic Party and run the printing business until his
death in 1933.38 Following his death, the business passed to R. C. Rivers, Jr., via inheritance. R.

29 “L ocal Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, 1 June 1933: 5; Plaag, et al, “Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 97; and
Clark, “Nearly.”

30“Brief lllness Proves Fatal to R. Luther Clay,” Watauga Democrat, 29 March 1945: 1; and Plaag, et al,
“Comprehensive Architectural Survey,” 50.

31The garage is visible in a 1940 aerial image taken for the Department of Agriculture. This image is not yet
published and available online but is held as part of the Watauga County Agricultural Extension Aerial Images
Collection, Digital Watauga Project.

32For one example, see “Alice Stansbury Taylor Circle Holds Meeting,” Watauga Democrat, 4 July 1935: 5.

33 “Brief lllness Proves Fatal to R. Luther Clay,” Watauga Democrat, 29 March 1945: 1.

34R. L. Clay and Annie S. Clay to R. C. Rivers and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 22 December 1944, Deed Book 58, Page 308.
35 “Brief lllness Proves Fatal to R. Luther Clay,” Watauga Democrat, 29 March 1945: 1.

36 “History of the Watauga Democrat,” Watauga Democrat, 3 January 2012, updated 11 August 2014, online,
https://www.wataugademocrat.com/aboutus/history-of-the-watauga-democrat/article.
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C. Rivers, Jr., was responsible for the growth of the Watauga Democrat during the middle
twentieth century, and he acquired both the Blowing Rocket and the Avery Journal during his
tenure as editor and publisher, significantly expanding the influence of the Rivers Printing
Company, Inc. Rivers, Jr., was also a member of the Board of Directors of Northwestern Bank of
Boone, Vice President of the Watauga Savings and Loan, a member of the Board of Directors of
the North Carolina Press Association, and director of the Journalism Foundation at UNC Chapel
Hill. He was also a very influential political operative, serving as a delegate to the 1944, 1952,
1956, and 1960 National Democratic Conventions. Politically, he is probably best known as one
of the “Dirty Dozen” who stood for the Democratic Party nomination of John F. Kennedy.
Rivers’ comments on the assassination of John F. Kennedy were published in the Watauga
Democrat and entered into the Congressional Record by Senator Sam Ervin.*’

Rivers, Jr., and his wife Bonnie Jean Rivers had four children in total: Lucinda Jane Rivers
(1935-2017), two children born between 1939 and 1940 who were unnamed and did not survive
infancy, and Rachel Ann Rivers (1943-1999). Having lived in the apartment above the brick
Rivers Printing Company shop located at what is today 747 West King Street since its
construction in 1937, the Rivers family realized in 1945 that they could relocate to the R. L. Clay
House just down the street and still be close to the business.3® Following their purchase of the
Clay House, the Riverses also purchased surrounding land that significantly increased their
holdings. In 1968, Rivers then used the Rivers Printing Company to purchase additional lands to
the northwest and west of the property, presumably as a buffer to their existing property, since he
immediately flipped the land to himself. Then, in 1984, Bonnie Jean Rivers secured the Esther
Boone lands that lay to the southeast of the house.3® Bonnie Jean Rivers continued to live in the
R. L. Clay House following the death of her husband in 1975, and it is believed that she stayed
live there until her death in 1991.4°

From an early age, both Jane and Rachel Rivers showed a keen interest in journalism, but it was
Rachel’s interest that survived into adulthood. Born at the Hagaman Clinic on King Street in
downtown Boone in 1943, Rachel—initially named Bobbie Jean Rivers—was an accomplished
equestrian from a young age. She was frequently seen riding her pony Patsy along King Street,
typically feeding the parking meter in front of the Rivers Printing Company building or
elsewhere along her journeys after tying up Patsy to the meter. She began writing for the
Watauga Democrat at the age of eleven and completed her high school education at Appalachian

37“pyblisher R. C. Rivers, Jr., Dies; End Brought to Unique Career,” Watauga Democrat, 24 April 1975; and
“Watauga Newspaperman Is Dead,” Winston-Salem Journal, 24 April 1975: 21.

38 “Hands Across the State,” Watauga Democrat, 21 July 1938: 4.

39See R. L. Clay, et al, to R. C. Rivers and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 1 January 1945, Deed Book 59, Page 214; Lala Clay
Rolfe and Shelley R. Rolfe to R. C. Rivers and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 21 February 1945, Deed Book 58, Page 406; Luther
Moretz and Maggie Moretz to R. C. Rivers, Jr., and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 20 August 1945, Deed Book 60, Page 127; P.
W. Moretz and Alice Moretz to R. C. Rivers and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 1 May 1947, Deed Book 63, Page 334; P. W.
Moretz to R. C. Rivers and Bonnie Jean Rivers, 28 April 1948, Deed Book 67, Page 41; Joe Williams and Laura Ruth
Williams to Rivers Printing Company, Inc., 14 April 1962, Deed Book 89, Page 437; Joe Williams and Laura Ruth
Williams to Rivers Printing Company, Inc., 5 August 1968; Deed Book 103, Page 419; Rivers Printing Company, Inc.,
to R. C. Rivers, Jr., 26 November 1968, Deed Book 110, Page 17; Esther S. Boone to Eddie A. Caudill, 10 April 1984,
Deed Book 246, Page 724; and Eddie A. Caudill and Shirley N. Caudill to Jean L. Rivers, 27 April 1984, Deed Book
246, Page 727.

40“pyblisher R. C. Rivers, Ir., Dies; End Brought to Unique Career,” Watauga Democrat, 24 April 1975.
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High School—now Chapell-Wilson Hall (WT0564)—before earning a journalism degree at the
University of Missouri. Rachel returned to work for the Watauga Democrat full-time in 1965,
serving as both a writer and a photographer. Shortly thereafter, she married Paul Armfield
Coffey (1934-2007), whom she probably knew from growing up in Boone, but with whom she
also worked at the Democrat, where Coffey served as a journalist and photographer. Rachel
reportedly worked an average of 70 hours per week during this period, by which time the
operations of the Rivers Printing Company included two other newspapers, the Blowing Rocket
and the Avery Journal. She also published two novels in the 1970s: A Horse Like Mr. Ragman
(1977) and The City Man (1978).4

Following the death of R. C. Rivers, Jr., in 1975, Rachel and Armfield inherited the Watauga
Democrat, the Rivers Publishing Company, and the other papers under its banner. They
continued to run the company for the next two decades, eventually selling it to the owners of the
Bristol Herald-Courier in 1994. Rachel also served as president of the North Carolina Press
Association in 1994 and 1995. Today, the various papers and other media operations are owned
by Jones Media, who acquired those concerns in 2002, and the Watauga Democrat remains the
oldest continually operating business in Watauga County.*> Outside of her journalistic and
writing pursuits, Rachel was also an influential and active participant in numerous cultural
programs and initiatives in Boone and Watauga County. She helped found the Doc and Merle
Watson Mountain Folk Art Museum in Cove Creek and the first Firefly Festival in Boone,
served on the Watauga County Hospital Board and its Foundation Board, helped found the
Watauga Humane Society, and was a prominent leader in her service with the boards of Historic
Boone and the Watauga County Community Foundation. One of her most lasting contributions
was her vigilant and persistent efforts to preserve the historically Black and White sections of the
Boone Cemetery (WT0055). She and her husband also sponsored a professorship in creative
writing at Appalachian State University shortly before her untimely death in 1999.

Following the death of her mother, Rachel Rivers-Coffey acquired most of the Rivers family
land and held it for only a few years until she and her husband began conveying it to the Town of
Boone in October 1998, along with the adjacent Esther Boone lands (not part of the designation
boundary) acquired by Bonnie Jean Rivers in 1984 and bequeathed to Armfield Coffey in
1993.43 As a condition of conveying these lands to the Town of Boone, Rachel and Armfield

41 Eric Plaag, “Watauga County Historical Society Announces Rachel Rivers-Coffey as Next Inductee to the WCHS
Hall of Fame,” 23 July 2022, Watauga County Historical Society, online,
https://www.wataugacountyhistoricalsociety.org/blog-1/2022/7/23/watauga-county-historical-society-
announces-rachel-rivers-coffey-as-next-inductee-to-the-wchs-hall-of-fame. See also “Publisher R. C. Rivers, Jr.,
Dies; End Brought to Unique Career,” Watauga Democrat, 24 April 1975.

42 “History of the Watauga Democrat,” Watauga Democrat, 3 January 2012, updated 11 August 2014, online,
https://www.wataugademocrat.com/aboutus/history-of-the-watauga-democrat/article; and Brad Hodges, “Former
Newspaper Publisher Dies after Falling from Horse: Rachel Rivers-Coffey Was Long-Time County Civic Leader,”
Watauga Democrat, 25 August 1999.

43 Executrix’s Deed in Distribution, Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey to Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey and Jane Rivers Krida, 23
December 1993, Book of Records 272, Page 585; and Executrix’s Deed in Distribution, Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey to
Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey, 23 December 1993, Book of Record 272, Page 579. Rachel and Armfield briefly
surrendered their interest in part of the land to Jane in 1993 —see Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey and Paul Armfield Coffey
to Janes Rivers Krida, 31 December 1993, Book of Record 273, Page 244. Jane then transferred the land to a trust
in her name before selling (or donating) it to the Appalachian State University Foundation in 1997. ASU returned
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included a life estate to Rachel Rivers-Coffey and to Jim Butler, a family friend, during their
lifetimes, as well as restrictions to the property and its future use by the Town of Boone. These
restrictions read, “The Grantee may use said property only for the following purposes:... 1.
Recreational purposes. 2. Green space 3. The Installation of utility lines; provided however, that
all lines must be installed underground, and in such a way as to cause a minimum disturbance to
the natural environment. 4. Flood mitigation. 5. A wildlife sanctuary. 6. Historical Purposes.”*
Jim Butler, who resided in the home at the time of its donation to the Town, passed away in
2011, leaving the home empty as it sits today.*®

The R. L. Clay House is probably the best surviving resource with the highest degree of integrity
in Watauga County associated with the Rivers family. The original Rivers “Old Home Place,”
located at the southeast corner of King Street and Water Street in downtown Boone, was
demolished in 1959.4¢ The Rivers Printing Company Building (WT0585) does still stand and was
the workplace for R. C. Rivers, Jr., and Rachel Rivers-Coffey for several decades. Nevertheless,
changes to the original windows (now metal, with different sash and light details) and dramatic
changes to both the rear elevation and the interior of the building (where no signs of the original
printing operations survive) have reduced the overall integrity of the Rivers Printing Company
Building in comparison to the high level of integrity of the R. L. Clay House.

Historical Significance

The R. L. Clay House possesses special significance at the local level for its association with
members of the Rivers family, specifically Robert Campbell “R. C.” Rivers, Jr., and Rachel
Rivers-Coffey, who were prominent figures in the publishing industry in Boone throughout the
twentieth century. As consecutive editors and publishers of the Watauga Democrat, Boone’s

the land to Rachel in 1999. For this convoluted deed history, see Jane Rivers to Jane Rivers, Trustee of the Jane
Rivers Living Trust Agreement, 13 December 1995, Book of Record 354, Page 410; Jane Rivers, Trustee of the Jane
Rivers Living Trust Agreement to Appalachian State University Foundation, Inc., 17 December 1997, Book of Record
438, Page 124; and Appalachian State University Foundation, Inc., to Rachel Rivers-Coffey, 25 February 1999, Book
of Record 507, Page 170. For the transfer of the house and garage parcel, as well as the parcel containing Rachel’s
Meadow, to the Town of Boone, see Rachel Rivers-Coffey and Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 28 October 1998,
Book of Record 480, Page 494; and Rachel Rivers-Coffey and Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 28 October 1998,
Book of Record 480, Page 496. For the parcel fronting on Poplar Grove Road, which Armfield conveyed to the Town
after Rachel’s death, see Armfield Coffey, personally and as Executor of the Estate of Rachel-Rivers Coffey, to the
Town of Boone, 26 January 2000, Book of Record 553, Page 297. Armfield also acquired the old Esther Boone lands
to the southeast of the house, which are not part of the designation boundary, in 1993, and he later donated these
lands to the Town of Boone in 2004. See Rachel A. Rivers-Coffey, Executrix under the Last Will and Testament of
Bonnie Jean L. Rivers, to Paul Armfield Coffey, 23 December 1993, Book of Record 272, Page 591; and Paul
Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 12 March 2004, Book of Record 980, Page 689.

4 Rachel Rivers-Coffey and Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 28 October 1998, Book of Record 480, Page 494.
Similar language appears in the Esther Boone property conveyance to the Town, with the exception that the old
Boone house could be torn down, and the lot could be used for “free, unmetered parking for park users.” See Paul
Armfield Coffey to Town of Boone, 12 March 2004, Book of Record 980, Page 689.

45 Anna Oakes, “Boone to Consider Uses for Property Near Rivers Street,” Watauga Democrat, 12 March 2012,
online, https://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/boone-to-consider-uses-for-property-near-rivers-

street/article ca471d55-6394-58b2-8a82-d68129b847bb.html. This article includes an image showing the
proximity of the Boone house to the property proposed for designation.

46 Rob Rivers, “King Street,” Watauga Democrat, 5 November 1959: 4.
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primary local newspaper since 1888, and owners of the Rivers Publishing Company for 61 years
from 1933 to 1994, they dominated and controlled Boone’s most significant news media outlet
for generations. R. C. Rivers, Jr., was responsible for the growth of the Rivers Printing Company
outside of Boone, with the acquisition of both the Blowing Rocket and the Avery Journal during
his publishing tenure, and he transformed the Watauga Democrat from an eight-page weekly
publication to one that averaged 40 pages twice per week at the time of his death. His principal
residence from 1945 to 1975 was the R. L. Clay House. Following his death in 1975, his
daughter Rachel—who was raised in the R. L. Clay House—took over at the Watauga Democrat
as editor and publisher and continued to own and operate the Rivers Printing Company with her
husband Armfield Coffey until 1994. Their donation of the house parcel and several parcels of
surrounding land in 1998 and just after Rachel’s death was critically important to the property’s
long-term, ongoing preservation.

Built in 1933, the R. L. Clay House also possesses special significance in architecture at the local
level as an unusually early, domestic example of architecturally sophisticated, native stone
construction in Boone. This masonry work was completed by John L. Hickerson (ca. 1889-
1938), a prominent Black mason and contractor in Boone and Watauga County from about 1920
until his death in 1938. He remains the only documented Black mason in Watauga County
working during that period. The R. L. Clay House and its nearby garage remain intact and
largely unchanged since their construction in 1933. The integrity and sophistication of the
masonry work are exemplary when compared to other stone structures from the period of
significance in downtown Boone. While not part of this proposed designation, even the interior
floor plan of the R. L. Clay House appears to be largely unchanged from its original design.

V. Supporting Documentation
Appendix A: Digital Photography

Appendix B: Site Plan, Boundary Map, and Tax Map
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Appendix A: Digital Photography

All photographs were taken by Eric Plaag on July 25, 2023.
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0001.JPG

Clay House Drive, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0003.JPG

Moretz Drive, looking north toward Rivers Park
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0002.JPG

Moretz Drive, looking west toward Boone house site

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0004.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking west from Clay House Drive
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0005.JPG

R. L. Clay House and Garage, looking southwest from Clay House
Drive

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0007.JPG
R. L. Clay House and Garage, looking south
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0006.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking west

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0008.JPG

R. L. Clay House entrance detail, looking southwest
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0009.JPG
R. L. Clay House entrance detail, looking south

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0011.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking south
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0010.JPG
R. L. Clay House entrance detail, looking southwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0012.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking south
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0013.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking southeast

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0015.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking east
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0014.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking east

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0016.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking east
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0017.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking northeast

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0019.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking northeast

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0018.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking north

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0020.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking north

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0021.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking north

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0023.JPG
R. L. Clay House, looking northwest

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0022.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0024.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking northwest

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0025.JPG
R. L. Clay House, east porch detail, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0027.JPG

R. L. Clay House, east porch walkway with Clay House Drive,
looking southeast

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0026.JPG
R. L. Clay House, east porch detail, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0028.JPG

R. L. Clay House, looking southwest

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0029.JPG
R. L. Clay House Garage, looking southwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0031.JPG
R. L. Clay House Garage, looking southeast

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0030.JPG

R. L. Clay House Garage, looking south

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0032.JPG

R. L. Clay House Garage, looking east

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0033.JPG
R. L. Clay House Garage, looking northeast

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0035.JPG
R. L. Clay House Garage, looking west

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0034.JPG

R. L. Clay House Garage, looking north

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0036.JPG

"Rachel's Meadow," looking northwest

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0037.JPG

"Rachel's Meadow," looking west

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0039.JPG

"Baby" with perimeter fence, looking southeast

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0038.JPG
"Baby" with perimeter fence, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0040.JPG

"Baby" interpretive signage, looking southeast

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0041.JPG

Southwest side of "Baby" perimeter fence, looking southeast toward
house site (not visible)

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0043.JPG

Daniel Boone Monument at Rivers Park, looking west

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0042.JPG

Daniel Boone Monument at Rivers Park, looking northwest

NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0044.JPG

Northeast side of Rivers Park, looking northwest

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0045.JPG NC_WataugaCounty_RLClayHouse_0046.JPG

Daniel Boone Monument at Rivers Park, looking southeast Daniel Boone Monument at Rivers Park, looking east

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay

R. L. Clay House Local Landmark Designation Report
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Local Historic Landmark Boundary Map

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation
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12/1/2023, 12:40:34 PM WT0530 RL Clay House 1:2,257
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. . . 0 0.02 0.04 0.09 km
/ Local HIStorIc Map created by Enc Plaag State of North Carolina DOT, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, NGA,
Landmark Boundary Carolina Historical Consulting, LLC USGS, NC Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (NCCGIA), NC
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Local Historic Landmark Site Plan

“Baby”

Monument

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation
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. . . 0 0.02 0.04 0.09 km
/ Local HIStorIc Map created by Enc Plaag State of North Carolina DOT, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, NGA,
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PARID: 2900699070000
BOONE TOWN OF,

Parcel

ParlD

Tax Year
SITUS Addess
City, State, Zip
Unit #

Unit Description
NBHD

Class

Land Use Code
Living Units
CAMA Acres
Zoning

Map #

Jan 1 Values

Land Value. 821,100
Building Value 0
Appraisal Total 821,100
Exemptions or Exclusions 821,100
Land Deferred Value

Taxable Total 0
Owner Mailing

Tax Year 2023
Sequence Number 0
Owner Number 1161496

Owner
Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

Legal Description

BOONE TOWN OF

567 W KING ST

BOONE NC 28607

Township
City Code

Jurisdiction (Tax Code District)

Unit Desc
Unit #

Book

Page

Legal Desc 1
Deeded Acres

05 - BOONE

MS1 - MUNICIPAL SERVICE DIST

480
496
RIVERS HOME
8.15

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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Grantee

Grantor

Sale Price

Page
496

Book
480

Sale Date
29-0OCT-98
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Watauga County Auditor

December 1, 2023
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R. L. Clay House (WT0530), Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina
Tax Map for Parcel 2900-69-9070-000
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PARID: 2900783934000
BOONE TOWN OF,

Parcel

150 CLAY HOUSE DR

ParlD

Tax Year
SITUS Addess
City, State, Zip
Unit #

Unit Description
NBHD

Class

Land Use Code
Living Units
CAMA Acres
Zoning

Map #

Jan 1 Values

Land Value. 55,300
Building Value 626,900
Appraisal Total 682,200
Exemptions or Exclusions 682,200
Land Deferred Value

Taxable Total 0
Owner Mailing

Tax Year 2023
Sequence Number 0
Owner Number 1161496

Owner
Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

Legal Description

BOONE TOWN OF

567 W KING ST

BOONE NC 28607

Township
City Code

Jurisdiction (Tax Code District)

Unit Desc
Unit #

Book

Page

Legal Desc 1
Deeded Acres

05 - BOONE

MS1 - MUNICIPAL SERVICE DIST

RIVERS HOME
0.26

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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Sale Date Book Page
29-OCT-98 480 494

Sale
Price

Grantor

0 COFFEY, RACHEL RIVERS AND
ARMFIELD

Grantee

JIM BUTLER LIFE
ESTATE

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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Watauga County Auditor

December 1, 2023
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R. L. Clay House (WT0530), Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina
Tax Map for Parcel 2900-78-3934-000
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PARID: 2900790308000
BOONE TOWN OF,

Parcel

ParlD

Tax Year
SITUS Addess
City, State, Zip
Unit #

Unit Description
NBHD

Class

Land Use Code
Living Units
CAMA Acres
Zoning

Map #

Jan 1 Values

Land Value. 108,600
Building Value 0
Appraisal Total 108,600
Exemptions or Exclusions 108,600
Land Deferred Value

Taxable Total 0
Owner Mailing

Tax Year 2023
Sequence Number 0
Owner Number 1161496

Owner
Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

Legal Description

BOONE TOWN OF

567 W KING ST

BOONE NC 28607

Township
City Code

Jurisdiction (Tax Code District)

Unit Desc
Unit #

Book

Page

Legal Desc 1
Deeded Acres

05 - BOONE

C02 - BOONE

553
297
LOTS 167-173\R F GREENE SUB
1.13

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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Grantee

Grantor

Sale Price

Page
297

Book
553

Sale Date
26-JAN-00
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December 1, 2023

Watauga County Auditor

R. L. Clay House (WT0530), Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina
Tax Map for Parcel 2900-79-0308-000

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation
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WTO0530 R. L. Clay House
150 Clay House Dr.
Boone, Watauga County, NC

1249 % 12

121" 229"

Siairs 1o Basemeni

RIVERS HOUSE
1STFLOOR
148" = 1'-0"

5-18-2017 FCM

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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WTO0530 R. L. Clay House
150 Clay House Dr.
Boone, Watauga County, NC

59" x 106" 108" x 125" -
58" x6'11" L
J;lV T — — B
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116" x 128" \\\\\\
59" x 139"
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, | 18" = 10"
5182017  FCM

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation Report (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay
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Appalachian Architecture, P.A.
703 W. King Street, Suite #201

Post Office Box 179

Boone, NC 28607

WTO0530 R. L. Clay House
150 Clay House Dr.
Boone, Watauga County, NC

G)\TEQ:NQ.
é(’A(D_.é up‘. / .

N

DU
S NT

CRAWL S {ACE

FI\BASEMENT PLAN  0s/u/z
\A-l/ /8"=]'-0"

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Local Historic Landmark Designation
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‘ FILED
TREER LT WANMCSUQH

RE@]STER oF BEEUS
S8OCT29 g y»

12153 oipf LA Aensy

_\rMTA!fGA COE}HTY L

Stamps: -0-
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA I .
WARRANTY DEED - GIFT
COUNTY OF WATALIGA .
'Thig Deed, made this as day of O CI&G‘SQ(‘ 1998, by and between

RACHEL RIVERS-COFFEY and hushand, ARMFIELD COFFEY,
- (hereinafter called "Grantor")
and the
TOWN OF BOONE

P.O. Drawer 192
Boone, NC 28607

(herelnafier called "Grantee")

The designation Grantor and Grantee as used herein shall include sald parties, thelr heirs,
successors, and assigns, and shalf include singular, plural, masculine, feminlne, or neuter as
required by context.

WITNESSETH:

The Grantor, for and in consideration of tha swmn of Ten Dollars and other good and
valuable consideration paid by Grantee, the recelpt of which is hereby acknowledped, has and by
these presents does grant and convey unto the Grantee, in fee simple, all that certain lot or tract of
fand situated in Watauga County, North Carolina, and more particularly described as follows:

See Exhibi "A" attached hereto and ineorporated herein by reference.

The property hereinabove described wag acquired by the Grantor by instrument recorded
in Rook of Records 272, at Pnge 579, Watauga County Registry,

TOHAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid lot or tract of land and all privileges and
appurienances thereunto belonging to the Grantee in fee slple.

The Grantor covenants with the Grantee that the Grantor is selzed of the premises in fee
simple, and has the right to convey the same In fee simple, that title 1s marketable and free and
dlear of all encumbrances, other than those exceptions set forth befow, and that the Grantor will
warrant and defend the title against the lnwfal claims of all persons whomsoaver except for the
exceptions hereinafier stated, .

repared by:  David Paletin, P.0. Box 541, Boone, North Caralinn 285607
Return to: Freida Van Allen, Town of Boone, P.O, Drawer 192, Boone, North Carolinn 28607

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Deed (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application
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Said property shall be subject to the Restriction and Limitatton ?:‘inU:ﬂe%M&e‘i 87
may use said property only for the following purposes:

i Recyeational purposes.

2 Green space,

3, The fustallation of uiility Hues; provided however, that all lines must be
Installed underground, and In such & way 50 as to couse 2 minlmum
disturbance to the natural environment,

4. Flood mitigation.

5, A wildlife sanctuary,

LN TNESS WHEREOI‘ the Grantor has hereunto set his hand and seal, the day and

SRR AR R R R S Sh R b ok Rk Bk ok ook ROk R R kdok Rk ok ok kR

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WATAUGA.

I, a'Notary Public of said County and State, do hereby certify that RACHEL RIVERS-
COFTEY and hushand, ARMFIELD COFFEY Grantor, personalfy appeared before me this
day and acknowledpged the execution of the foregoiny instrument.

WITNRSS my hand and officlal stamp or sea, this the 8 _duy of October , 1998,

“mltl '}g"""

&

Ny
s\e\;“\q}i.\...ﬂg_@}é

Downd K. Rz 5 LG,
: Notary Public £ g
My commission expires: - 'g' * *ok ok E
%\ PUBLIC /&
-

i-&o Lo

(NOTARY SFAL) .,;v;. \,%V\&\
W

D L e L T e T T e p e nnH*uﬂﬁuuu*Hﬂ*uﬂ’ mn\\a

STATE OF NORTH CARQLINA, COUNTY OF WATAUGA

The foregoing certificate of id R. Paletta, Watauga Coupty, NC., ,
Notary Public, is certified to be correct. This instrument was presented for reglsiration and duly
recarded in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Watauga County, North Caraling in

Book of Records 480 , Page 496 , on this the 29th day of _October , 1998,

at 10812 g /e

Wanda C. Scott - REGISTER OF DEEDS
By: ;O(MC) %4
- Deputy Register of Deeds /
CAQFFICEATOWNSBOONRDEEDSCOFFEYWD 1, WED File #

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House Deed (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application
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VICINITY MAP

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS FOR
TowN OF BOONE

RIVERS PARK TRAIL CONSTRUCTION
WaTaucAa CounTy, NORTH CAROLINA
NOVERMBER, 2023

OWNER

BLUE RIiDGE CONSERVANCY

416 AHo RD,
BLowING Rock, NC 28605

PLaNS PEPAIRED BY

NATURE TraILS LLC
3151 US Hwy 156501 N
PittsBoro, NC 27312
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COVER SHEET
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TRAILHEAD DETAIL

SLorPE Map

TRAIL SPECIFICATIONS

RoLLING CONTOUR SPECIFICATIONS
RoLLING CONTOUR SPECIFICATIONS
STONE STRUCTURE DETAIL
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Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Site Plan (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application Workshop)
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FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2

TRAIL CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS

e CONTRACTOR TO AVOID ANY SITE DISTURBANCE BEYOND THE NECESSARY LIMITS OF CONSTRUCTION TO THE
EXTENT POSSIBLE. ANY AREAS DISTURBED DURING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES SHALL BE REVEGETATED AND
RESTORED TO PROFESSIONALLY FINISHED CONDITIONS. MINIMIZE DISTURBANCE TO EXISTING VEGETATION

e COMPLETED TRAILS SHALL REFLECT PROFESSIONAL WORKMANSHIP IN APPEARANCE, QUALITY, AND ATTENTION
TO DETAIL. TRAILS AND FEATURES SHALL BE WELL INTEGRATED INTO SITE, AESTHETICALLY PLEASING IN
APPEARANCE, AND WELL-SHAPED, CRAFTED, AND FINISHED ACCORDING TO COMMONLY ACCEPTED BEST
PRACTICES FOR HIGH QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE NATURAL SURFACE TRAILS.

e THE TRAIL CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR FINE GRADING AND POSITIVE DRAINAGE AWAY FROM
ALL TRAILS AND TRAIL FEATURES. NO PONDING OF SURFACE WATER SHALL BE ON OR ADJACENT TO THE TRAIL
SURFACE. DURING CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONAL DRAINAGE METHODS MAY BE NECESSARY BY THE CONTRACTOR
TO PROMOTE POSITIVE SITE DRAINAGE. ALL DRAINAGE METHODS, DEVICES AND LOCATIONS SHALL BE
EMPLOYED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROFESSIONAL TRAIL BUILDING STANDARDS.

e FILL NEEDED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TRAILS AND FEATURES MAY BE GENERATED DURING TRAIL EXCAVATION,
BORROWED FROM SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE WHERE APPROPRIATE, BORROWED FROM ON SITE STOCKPILES,
OR IMPORTED WHEN NECESSARY. MATERIAL SHALL BE UNCONTAMINATED AND FREE OF ORGANIC MATERIAL,
TRASH, AND OTHER OBJECTS. FILL MATERIAL SHALL BE SCREENED TO 4", PLACED, GRADED, AND COMPACTED BY
CONTRACTOR IN A MANNER THAT WILL SUPPORT THE INTENDED USE.

e THEINTENT OF THE CAP MATERIAL IS TO COVER THE EXISTING FILL SOILS WITH A MINIMUM 4" LAYER OF
PROFESSIONALLY-FINISHED SURFACE THAT FACILITATES DRAINAGE, COMPACTS WELL, AND ACCOMMODATES
RIDERS IN REASONABLY VARIABLE WET & DRY CONDITIONS.

e ALL TRAILS AND FEATURES SHALL BE COMPACTED TO 90% DENSITY IN A MANNER THAT WILL SUPPORT THE
INTENDED USE.

e ALL TRAIL CONSTRUCTION SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED TO SUSTAINABLE STANDARDS AS DESCRIBED IN IMBA'S
TRAIL SOLUTIONS: IMBA'S GUIDE TO BUILDING SWEET SINGLETRACK (JUNE, 2004).

e ALL SINGLE TRACK TRAIL SHALL RESEMBLE USFS TRAIL CLASS 3.

MATERIALS | Gl e ——
e MINERAL SOILS FREE OF ORGANICS SHALL BE USED FOR ALL TRAIL TREAD. .. — .
e ALLWOOD SHALL BE ROT RESISTANT NATIVE SPECIES (EASTERN RED CEDAR, WHITE OAK, BLACK LOCUST).
e ALL STONE STEPPERS USED IN TRAIL TREAD SHALL BE A MINIMUM OF 18" AND 4” IN THICKNESS.

EXECUTION
TREE PROTECTION

e ALLTREES 6” DBH (DIAMETER BREAST HEIGHT) SHALL NOT BE SCARED, SKINNED, OR DAMAGED BY TRAIL
EQUIPMENT. WHERE DAMAGE IS LIKELY, THE TREE BARK SHALL BE PROTECTED.

e TREES SHALL BE PRUNED AT THE BARK COLLAR AND NOT FLUSH CUT.

e DO NOT EXCAVATE IN TREE PROTECTION ZONE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED.
TRAIL CORRIDOR

e CLEARING SHALL BE WITHIN 25" OF THE CONSTRUCTION FLAG LINE.

e TREES OVER 6" DBH SHALL NOT BE REMOVED WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL.

e TRAIL CORRIDOR SHALL BE 60" WIDE UNLESS NOTED FOR UNIQUE SECTIONS.

e TRAIL CORRIDOR SHALL BE CLEARED 10’ ABOVE THE TRAIL.

e ALL VEGETATION CUT FROM THE TRAIL CORRIDOR SHALL BE MOVED AT A MINIMUM OF 30’ FROM ANY TRAIL
CORRIDOR.

e ANY VEGETATION REMOVED SHALL BE CUT TO LAY FLAT WITH CUT ENDS POINTING AWAY FROM THE TRAIL.
SITE IMPROVEMENTS

e ALLTREAD SHALL BE OUT SLOPED AT 2% TO 5%

e GRADES SHALL NOT EXCEED 10% FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD, SHORT STRETCHES (UNDER 100’) ARE ALLOWED

TO BE 15% GRADE. g ; . |
s 2 - & : B o N = &5 o e BACKSLOPE BELENDED INTO EXISTING
e ALLBENCH CUT TRAIL SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED AS “FULL BENCH CUT" AS DESCRIBED IN THE IMBA BOOK IMBA'S B L, O . e e N P B X SLOPE AND TRAIL TREAD

TRAIL SOLUTIONS: IMBA'S GUIDE TO BUILDING SWEET SINGLETRACK (JUNE, 2004).

e THE EXCESS SOIL SHALL NOT APPEAR TO BE PART OF THE TRAIL TREAD AND SHALL NOT FORM A BERM ON THE : . I
OUTER EDGE OF THE TREAD THAT WILL RESTRICT THE NATURAL FLOW OF WATER OFF THE TRAIL. EXCESS SOIL : e e ' 36" WIDE SOIL
SHALL BE COVERED WITH LEAVES AND OTHER ORGANIC DEBRIS TO RESEMBLE THE SURROUNDING FOREST : 3 A ey . EEFSJ;E?I:—BIE;JEC[E iffféé‘ E"IEFF':
FLOOR. THE BACK SLOPE SHALL TRANSITION SMOOTHLY TO THE HILLSIDE ABOVE.

o TREAD OBSTACLES CANNOT EXCEED HEIGHT LISTED IN INDIVIDUAL TRAIL SPECIFICATIONS. THE TRAIL TREAD
SHALL HAVE A COMPACTED MINERAL SOIL SURFACE. COMPACTION SHALL BE COMPLETED USING A MECHANIZED
TAMPER SUCH AS A VIBRATING PLATE COMPACTOR TO 90% RELATIVE COMPACTION. THE TRAIL BED SHALL BE
SHAPED TO LEAVE AN EVEN, COMPACTED, UNIFORM SURFACE FREE OF INDENTATIONS OR PROTRUDING SEVERED
ROOTS AND STUMPS. THE GRADING OF TRAIL TREAD, BACK SLOPE, AND DRAINAGE FEATURES SHALL BE
FINISHED TO A STABLE SURFACE.

e THE CONTRACTOR SHALL NOT COMPLETE MORE THAN 500 FEET OF NEW TRAIL CONSTRUCTION BEFORE
“FINISHING” THE TRAIL TREAD AND BACKSLOPE. DISTURBED SOIL OUTSIDE OF THE TRAIL TREAD AND
BACKSLOPE SHALL BE COVERED WITH DEAD VEGETATION, ROCKS AND/OR OTHER APPROVED NATURAL
MATERIALS TO AID WITH SEDIMENTATION CONTROL AND AESTHETICS. THERE SHALL BE 50% COVERAGE AT A
MINIMUM.

e BORROW PIT DEVELOPMENT SHALL TAKE PLACE WITHIN 5" OF THE TRAIL CENTERLINE WITH ALL BORROW PITS
AND ACCESS ROUTES STABILIZED AND NATURALIZED

EROSION CONTROL
e NO MORE THAN 500 LNFT OF TRAIL SHALL BE LEFT UNFINISHED AT ANY PERIOD. Sheet N Umber
e [N AREAS WHERE THE TRAIL CROSSES DRAINAGE SWALES WITH POTENTIAL FOR WATER FLOW, STRAW

I [

North Carolina
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Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Site Plan (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application Workshop)

2% - 5% TREAD OUTSLOPE

RIVERS PARK TRAIL
CONSTRUCTION
TRAIL SPECIFICATIONS

WATTLES A MINIMUM OF EIGHT INCHES IN DIAMETER SHALL BE INSTALLED DOWNHILL OF THE TRAIL TREAD AND
ANY DISTURBED AND UN-COMPACTED SOIL.
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ROLLING CONTOUR TRAIL

SEQUENCE oF CONSTRUCTION

FLAG PROPOSED TRAIL CORRIDORS TO CONFIRM TRAIL GRADES, INTERSECTIONS, AND GEOGRAPHIC CONSTRAINTS
CLEAR THE TRAIL CORRIDOR OF BRUSH, DOWNED LOGGED, WOODY DEBRIS, AND TREES MARKED FOR REMOVAL

BRUSH, ORGANIC SOIL, AND CUT VEGETATION SHOULD BE STOCK PILED FOR RE-NATURALIZATION AND TO ASSIST WITH EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL
CONSTRUCT TRAIL TREAD ACCORDING TO SPECIFICATIONS PROVIDED INCLUDING OUTSLOPE AND GRADE REVERSALS AT LESS THEN 100 FT INTERVALS
DISPERSE SPOIL MATERIALS FROM TRAIL EXCAVATION DOWNSLOPE OF THE TRAIL TREAD EVENLY TO A DEPTH OF 4" OR LESS

o 0k wWN B

SPREAD NATIVE SEED AND DUFF (NATIVE ORGANIC MATERIAL HARVESTED IN STEP 3) ON DISTURBED AREA OUTSIDE OF THE TRAIL TREAD UNTIL OVER
85% OF DISTURBED SOILS ARE COVERED
7. CONTRACTOR SHALL STABILIZE ALL DISTURBED GROUND THROUGH MECHANICAL COMPACTION AND RE-NATURALIZATION DAILY, LEAVING LESS THEN 500

B%NE_
North Carolina

LINEAR FEET OF TRAIL UN-STABILIZED AT ANY POINT

OuTsLoPED TREAD WITH FREQUENT GRADE REVERSALS TO

FORCE WATER TO DRAIN OFF THE TRAIL, MAINTAINING NATURAL
HYDROLOGIC FLOW PATTERNS AND WATERSHEDS.

1:1 BacksLoPE Max :
ALL ROOTS TRIMMED FLUSH T =8 j - ' L0 4 g
. 9~

. ?

¢ )

2% - 5% OUTSLOPE ON TRAIL TREAD

TRAIL TREAD HAS GENTLE GRADIENT (2-15%,
NOT MORE THAN HALF PREVAILING HILLSLOPE
GRADE), 36" WIDE

REVISION

A: INITIAL RELEASE (05/09/24 - MH)

02/10/2025

6” ROUND ON TRAIL TREAD EDGE

SPOILS DISPERSED EVENLY, LESS THEN 4" DEPTH,
COVERED WITH NATIVE LITTER AND SEED BANK

B: Remove TraiL Next to Steps (02/10/2025 - MH)
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WITHOUT APPROVAL

Communication: 150 Clay House Dr - Site Plan (150 Clay House Drive - R.L. Clay (Rivers) House - HPC Pre-Application Workshop)
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RIP RAP DISSIPATER PLAIN VIEW
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ROCK ARMOR PLAN VIEW
ANCHOR ROCKS OR
EACH STONE MUST HAVE THREE SMALLER STONES FOUND DEBRIS SHOULD
POINTS OF CONTACT WITH OTHER SHOULD BE USED TO FILL BE USED T0 PREVENT
STONES AND BE LOCKED INTO PLACE. GAPS IN LARGER STONES —\ OFF TRAIL TRAVEL _\
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ANY DISTURBANCE AROUND
PLATE STONES SHALL BE OF A SIZE THAT :T\IOESUARRII\:I[(JDESSGJSIELIJEF(I::OIYEEEVEE%
CANNOT BE HAND CARRIED OR MOVED AND NATIVE PLANTS ' '
WITHOUT ASSISTANCE BY ONE PERSON
EACH STONE MUST BE ANCHOR ROCKS OR OBJECTS EXTEND
PLACED INTO MINERAL SOIL ABOVE THE PLANE OF THE TRAIL

SMALLER STONES ARE PLACED TREAD AND INTO MINERAL SOIL

VERTICALLY TO FILL GAPS
BETWEEN LARGER PLATES

IF USED FOR WATER CROSSING
THE LOWEST POINT SHALL BE THE
CENTER OF THE ARMOR SECTION @\
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STONE STEP PLAN VIEW
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S\ Trail Design Parameters

Hiker/Pedestrian (FSH 2309.18, Section 23.11, Exhibit 01)

Design Parameters are technical guidelines for the survey, design, construction, maintenance, and assessment of National Forest System ftrails,
based on their Designed Use and Trail Class and consistent with their management intent.! Local deviations from any Design Parameter may be
established based on trail-specific conditions, topography, or other factors, provided that the deviations are consistent with the general intent of
the applicable Trail Class.

Designed Use
HIKER/PEDESTRIAN Trail Class 1 Trail Class 2 Trail Class 32 Trail Class 42 Trail Class 52
Design Wilderness 0"-12" 6"-18" 12" - 24" 18" - 24" Not applicable
Tread (Single Lane) Exception: may be Exception: may be
Width 36" — 48" at steep side ||36" — 48" at steep side
slopes slopes
Non_wilderness 0" — 12" 6" —_ 18" 18" —_ 36" 24" — 60" 36" — 72"
(Single Lane)
Non-Wilderness 36" 36" 36" - 60" 48" - 72" 72" - 120"
(Double Lane)
structures 1 8" 1 8!! 18" 36” 36"
(Minimum Width)
Design Type Native, ungraded Native, limited Native, with some Native with improved Likely imported
Surface3 May be grading onsite borrow or sections of borrow material, and routine
continuously rough May be continuously imported material or |mpor_ted matgnal, grading
rough Where_ ne_eded for and routine grading Uniform, firm, and
stabilization and Minor roughness stable
occasional grading
Intermittently rough
Protrusions < 24" <@” <3 <3 No protrusions
Likely common and May be common and May be common, not Uncommon, not
continuous continuous continuous continuous
Obstacles 24" 14" 10" 8" No obstacles
(Maximum Height)
Design Target Grade 5% -25% 5% -18% 3% -12% 2% -10% 2% -5%
Grade® | short Pitch 40% 35% 25% 15% 5%
Maximum FSTAG: 5% — 12%?2
Maximum Pitch 20% — 40% of trail 20% — 30% of trail 10% — 20% of trail 5% —20% of trail 0% — 5% of trail
Density
Design Target Cross Slope Natural side slope 5% - 20% 5% - 10% 3% -7% 2% - 3%
Cross (or crowned)
Slope Maximum Cross Natural side slope 25% 15% 10% 3%
Slope
Design Height 6’ 6 -7 7' -8 8 -10 8 -10'
Clearing | width > 24" 24" — 48" 36" - 60" 48" - 72" 60" — 72"
Some vegetation Some light vegetation
may encroach into may encroach into
clearing area clearing area
shoulder clearance 3” - 6/! 6” —- 12" 12" _ 18" 12" - 18" 12" - 24"
Design Radius No minimum 2'-3 3'-¢6 4'-¢g 6'-8'
Turn

1 For definitions of Design Parameter attributes (for example, Design Tread Width and Short Pitch Maximum) see FSH 2309.18, Section 05.

2 Trail Classes 3, 4, and 5, in particular, have the potential to provide accessible passage. If assessing or designing trails for accessibility, refer to the Forest Service Trail Accessibility
Guidelines (FSTAG) for more specific technical provisions and tolerances (FSM 2350).

3 The determination of trail-specific Design Grade, Design Surface, and other Design Parameters should be based upon soils, hydrological conditions, use levels, erosion potential, and
other factors contributing to surface stability and overall sustainability of the trail.

CLASS 3 TRAIL EXAMPLES

B%NE_
North Carolina

02/10/2025

REVISION

A: INITIAL RELEASE (05/09/24 - MH)
B: Remove TraiL Next to Steps (02/10/2025 - MH)
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TOWN OF BOONE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
ADVISORY MEETING MINUTES
February 11, 2025, 3:00 p.m.
Planning & Inspections Department & WebEx Video Conferencing

Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance: Vardell Smyth-Chair, Bettie Bond-Vice-Chair,
and Ayden Basinger

Council Liaison: Virginia Roseman (via WebEx)

Town Staff in Attendance: Jessica Mitchell-Advanced Planning Specialist, Alyson Wuagneux-Customer
Service Specialist, and Brenda Henson-Board Clerk

Call to Order

Chair Smyth called the Boone Historic Preservation Commission meeting held in the Planning & Inspections
Conference Room at 680 West King Street and via WebEx to order at 3:11 p.m.

Adoption of Agenda

Commission Member Basinger made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Bond, to adopt the agenda.

Vote: Aye-3
Nay -0
The motion passed.

Approval of Minutes

Commission Member Basinger made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Bond, to approve the January 7, 2025,
advisory meeting minutes.
Vote: Aye-3
Nay -0
The motion passed.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Stoneman’s Raid Interpretative Panel Discussion with Drew Gruber (Civil War Trails)

Vice-Chair Bond stated she had been unable to speak with Jim Lewis regarding a possible quote for the
Stoneman’s Raid panel.

Ms. Mitchell reviewed the board packet material including Chair Smyth’s work on a revised sketch map and
the text (Version 2 in the board packet) based on the discussion with Drew Gruber from the Civil War Trails
(CWT) program. She pointed out that the citation on the photo of Myles Keogh indicated he was a Captain,
but the text called him a Major. Chair Smyth stated that Myles Keogh was a Major at the time of the raid but
could have been a Captain when the photo was taken. Chair Smyth suggested changing the citation on the
photo from Captain to Major to match the text. Ms. Mitchell stated she would need to check with the Amon
Carter Museum of American Art, image source, before changing the citation.

Ms. Mitchell expressed that the introductory language in Version 2, “Riding from your left,” provided more
of a hook for the reader as part of the CWT suggestions. Commission members agreed and decided to
recommend Version 2, title it “Stoneman’s Raid,” and incorporate some minor text changes as discussed.
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Commission members agreed to the following revised text:
STONEMAN’S RAID

Riding from your left on the morning of March 28th, 1865, the vanguard of General Stoneman’s 6000 Union
Cavalry led by Maj Myles Keogh, included at least 13 Union loyalists from Watauga and surrounding counties,
entered Boone (population under 1,000), surprising about 100 Confederate Home Guard members, who had
gathered to drill at the courthouse (1,000 feet to your left).

Shots were fired, with some Home Guard falling back to the home of James W. Councill, which stood directly
in front of you. The Union Cavalry returned fire and charged, quickly ending the skirmish and sending the
defenders fleeing up the slopes of Howard’s Knob.

“We arrived this a.m. with the Twelfth Kentucky in the Advance, captured the place, killing 9, capturing 62
home guards...” Maj Gen. Stoneman. The Union reported no casualties.

Union Cavalry continued to pour into town for the rest of the day, with Gen Stoneman requisitioning the
Councill house for his headquarters. Stoneman and most of his Forces left Boone the next day, with orders to
avoid battles, and “dismantle the country”, destroying rail lines and materials that could be used by the then
retreating Confederate Army.

On April 6th, Col. Kirk's NC Mounted Infantry arrive and occupied Boone for several weeks, blockading major
routes through the mountains. Both the jail and courthouse were burned. Both Union and Confederate
soldiers are interred in the nearby Boone Cemetery.

Chair Smyth felt that the HPC should do something else at a later date to further outline the occupation of
Boone.

Commission members agreed to revise the sketch map to add an apostrophe in Howard’s Knob, remove
(County Park), and add the words Howard Street near the Boone Cemetery location. Commission members
provided consensus on the text and map with the revisions as discussed.

Staff Updates

Statement of Conformity Report

Ms. Mitchell stated there were no new applications for Statements of Conformity within the last 30 days.
HPC Work Plan

Ms. Mitchell noted that the HPC Work Plan was presented to the Town Council at the Planning Retreat last
week. There were no questions or changes so that the HPC would continue with the Work Plan.

Town of Boone Website

Ms. Mitchell stated that the Planning & Inspections page on the Town’s website was being updated. Vice-
Chair Bond suggested providing a link to Digital Watauga under the Historic Preservation Commission page.

Stoneman’s Raid Funding

Ms. Mitchell stated that she provided a brief update for the funding partners for the Stoneman’s Raid
Interpretative Panel, which included the DBDA and the Watauga County Historical Society. She would let
them know that they were nearing the finalization of the draft submission. Vice-Chair Bond felt that the TDA
should be approached about helping fund this project.

Ms. Mitchell noted that the next HPC meetings were scheduled for March 4, 2025, and March 11, 2025. She
said that there would be cases for the March 11 quasi-judicial meeting.
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HPC Member Updates

Vice-Chair Bond provided details of an upcoming event at the Watauga County Library in association with
the Watauga County Historical Society on March 13, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

Adjournment

Commission Member Basinger made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Bond, to adjourn the meeting at 4:02

p.m.
Vote: Aye-3

Nay -0
The motion passed.

Vardell Smyth, Chair

Brenda Henson, Board Clerk
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