
Boone Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

February 12, 2019 
3:00 p.m. 

Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Eric Plaag-Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson Phoebe Pollitt, Chuck Watkins, Bettie Bond, Teresa Pearman, Loretta 
Clawson and Rennie Brantz 

Town Staff in Attendance:   Jane Shook-Director of Planning and Inspections and Marlene 
Crosby-Board Secretary 

Others Present:   Lane Weiss-Downtown Boone Development Coordinator, Deron Geouque-
Watauga County Manager and Dave Spliceland from Appalachian State University 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections upstairs conference room located at 680 West King Street, to order 
at 3:00 p.m. 

Adoption of Agenda 
Member Clawson made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to approve the agenda as 
amended with Chairperson Plaag requesting to add two agenda items after the approval of 
minutes which were a Downtown Boone Development Association Update and an Update on the 
Fire Station. Chairperson Plaag suggested moving agenda item number seven Discussion of 
Turner House and Hardin House to agenda item number four on the agenda and moving agenda 
item six Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task Update to agenda item five.  

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes 
Member Pearman made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to accept the January 8, 2019 
minutes as written with the following corrections.  Chairperson Plaag pointed out the following 
corrections: on page three in the third full paragraph in the second sentence remove the word “it” 
after research, in the fourth paragraph in the first line change the name of the church from “A & 
E” to “AME”, on page four in the first paragraph and second sentence remove the word “the” 
after It was, and on page four under Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review in the 
second paragraph in the last line change “Jay Hemprich” to “ J Hampton Rich”. 

Vote: 
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Aye – (Bond, Brantz, Clawson, Plaag, Pollitt, Watkins) 
Nay – None 
Abstain – 1 (Pearman) 

The motion passed. 

Downtown Boone Development Association Update 
Ms. Lane Weiss, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator explained that the DBDA has 
been working on a new brand, logo and tagline for Downtown Boone and their work on this 
topic was completed this week.  Ms. Weiss showed the Historic Preservation Commission 
members the photos of the logo that will be placed on the mural (permanently attached).  She 
said the Town of Boone has received approval from the property owner to place a logo-type 
panel on the side of the building where Anna Bananas is located on the corner of W. King Street 
and South Depot Street. She said an anonymous person has offered to underwrite the cost of the 
placement of the logo as a donation to the Town of Boone. She said the logo would not be placed 
on wood because the building is located in the central fire district.  

Ms. Weiss asked the HPC members if they had any concerns regarding the placement of the said 
mural.  Chairperson Plaag strongly suggested having the logo trademarked. Member Watkins 
suggested putting an anti-graffiti coating over the mural, when it is put on the building.  

Discussion ensued on the words “Live it Up” found in the logo for the mural.  Ms. Weiss 
explained that the DBDA decided to keep the comma after the 3,333 and remove the apostrophe 
in the logo.  

Fire Station Update 
Chairperson Plaag said that Mr. John Ward, Boone Town Manager asked that Chairperson Plaag 
ask the HPC members to discuss a maintenance issue at the Downtown Boone Fire Station at this 
HPC meeting.  Chairperson Plaag informed the HPC members that the arcade was not installed 
properly at the covered walkway between the Fire Station and the Eggers, Eggers, Eggers, and 
Eggers Law Firm building on W. King Street.  Chairperson Plaag noted that it is very expensive 
to repair it in its current configuration.  Chairperson Plaag said that Mr. Ward wanted to know 
the opinion of the HPC members on completely removing the arcade and expanding the 
streetscaping to this area.  Chairperson Plaag said there would need to be discussion with the 
Eggers, Eggers, Eggers and Eggers Law Firm owners on putting an appropriate awning on the 
front of their building. Chairperson Plaag noted that this topic can be added to the next HPC 
meeting agenda as an action item. Chairperson Plaag said he would locate the old Newton 
Department Store historical images so the HPC can review the original look of this building. He 
said this would be helpful in making a possible recommendation at the next meeting on this 
topic. 

Discussion of Turner and Hardin House 
Chairperson Plaag introduced Mr. Deron Geouque, Watauga County Manager to the HPC 
members.  Chairperson Plaag noted that Mr. Geouque was at the HPC meeting representing the 
Watauga County Commissioners for this agenda item.   
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Chairperson Plaag said at a previous meeting he had responded to an email that he had received 
as a private citizen and an email from Mr. Ward regarding this agenda item. Chairperson Plaag 
said that he shared the description that was in the survey update from 2002, WT0056 Oscar and 
Suma Hardin House (1926) located at 136 North Water Street. Chairperson Plaag explained that 
he had prepared a more-lengthy description of the said property and handed out a copy of said 
description (permanently attached).  For the record, Chairperson Plaag read aloud the said 
description of property.  

Chairperson Plaag noted that the application of aluminum or vinyl siding is not historically 
appropriate to be used on a property.  He also noted that this type of siding is usually reversible.  

Chairperson Plaag pointed out that Judge Ginn had tried to pursue a National Register 
illegibility, if not a National Register listing to make the property eligibility for tax credits.     

Discussion ensued on the cost of restoring this property back to its original historic state. 
Member Brantz asked how much it might cost to restore this property back to its original historic 
state.  Chairperson Plaag said the defining architectural features could be restored and he pointed 
out that the aluminum siding could be removed from a building. Chairperson Plaag declined to 
quote a range on the costs.  

Member Watkins asked who currently owns the building.  Mr. Deron Geouque, Watauga County 
Manager explained that the County purchased the property from Mr. Phil Ginn.  Mr. Geouque 
said after the County purchased the property, they sold it to Mr. John Turner.  Mr. Geouque 
noted that Watauga County has since purchased the property back from Mr. Turner.  Mr. 
Geouque further explained that the reason the County purchased the property from Mr. Ginn was 
to try to build a parking deck to create more parking, when the County’s plan to build a parking 
deck fell through on the property behind the courthouse.  Mr. Geouque explained that currently 
the County does not have enough parking and if they cannot locate more parking, they may have 
to relocate the courthouse.   

Member Brantz asked Mr. Geouque, why they are not able to build a parking deck. Mr. Geouque 
explained that they do not want to spend the county funds to build a parking deck that would not 
be large enough to give the amount of parking for the money they would need to spend on it.  

Member Bond asked Mr. Geouque what measures are in place to keep the additional parking 
from becoming a student parking area. Mr. Geouque said that there would be enforcement and 
County parking signage in place.  Member Bond said that she did not understand how this type 
of enforcement would stop student parking from re-occurring like it has happened in other areas 
of the Town.  

Member Watkins confirmed with Mr. Geouque that the County wants to demolish a historic 
structure to create a County parking lot.  Mr. Geouque said yes for all practical purposes.  
Member Brantz asked if it was possible to sell the property to the Town or another person to 
preserve the historic structure and the County locate parking elsewhere.  Mr. Geouque said as 
long as the parking is fairly close to the courthouse. Mr. Geouque explained that the long-term 
plans of the County are to move all county operations offices over to the Watauga County 
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Human Services Department property located off the Poplar Grove Connector.  He said this 
would allow for the Courthouse and Administration buildings to become a judicial complex.  

Discussion ensued on the Queen Street Parking Lot.  Chairperson Plaag asked Ms. Shook and 
Mr. Geouque about the Queen Street parking lot and how many parking spaces it holds.  Mr. 
Geouque answered this question.   

Discussion ensued on a possible land swap between the County and the Town.  Chairperson 
Plaag suggested that the County could give to the Town the Turner house in exchange for a plot 
of land where the Queen Street lot is currently located along with an agreement to free up the 
parking spaces along Queen Street so the Town can use them again. He said the County could 
gain possibly 150 parking spaces by excavating to the Queen Street level.  He said the County 
would be giving up approximately 30 parking spaces along Queen Street.  Chairperson Plaag 
pointed out that in a land swap as he described it could create parking for the County and 
preserve the historic Turner house for the Town.  Chairperson Plaag emphasized a lot of ideas, 
not a negotiation.  

Discussion ensued on multiple level parking structures.  Member Watkins asked about the 
restrictions to building this type of deck.  Mr. Geouque explained that when the County was 
proposing a parking structure at the old Jailhouse location there was one neighbor in opposition 
of it which was the reason for not being able to build it.  

Mr. Geouque voiced the County’s frustration from the past in trying to work with the Town to 
gain more parking spaces for the County and being denied. He further voiced his frustration of 
the Town working with Appalachian State University to build a parking structure after the 
County had in the past tried to work with the Town on locating more parking.  

Discussion ensued on a possible parking structure being built on Queen Street.  Mr. Geouque 
talked about the neighbors possibly not liking this type of structure being built there. 
Chairperson Plaag noted that the construction of the parking structure would most likely begin at 
the Queen Street level and be built into the hillside.  Chairperson Plaag explained that at this time 
most of Queen Street is commercial or student rentals.  

Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members if they wanted to forward to Council a 
recommendation to preserve the historic Turner house.  Member Brantz suggested the County 
and the Town forming a possible sub-committee to discuss working out a possible solution to 
parking. Chairperson Plaag supported this suggestion because of the need for parking in the 
Downtown area and felt it would be a great idea for a member of the HPC be part of the 
discussion.    

Chairperson Plaag showed a digital photo of hidden parking garages.  Mr. Geouque liked this 
idea of building parking garages.  

First Motion and Vote: 
Chairperson Plaag made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt that the Historic 
Preservation Commission recommend to the County and Town Governments to think of the 
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Turner house as a potential asset and recognize its potential as a historic property that could be 
local landmark listed and to work together cooperatively to find a solution that would essentially 
involve preserving the Turner house and also to open up parking spaces for the County.  And to 
include solutions such as a possible land-swap between the County and the Town involving the 
Turner house property and the Queen Street parking lot.  

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed.  

Discussion ensued on how to present the HPC’s recommendation to Council on the Turner 
house.  Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members if they wanted him to create a memo to the 
Council and Mr. John Ward, Town Manager as Chairperson of the HPC or should the HPC make 
it a Council agenda item and Chairperson Plaag present the recommendation to Council in a 
formal setting at a Council meeting. Chairperson Plaag voiced his concern that if he conveys the 
recommendation as a memo; there is no opportunity for public discussion unless the Council 
decides to make it a topic for public discussion. Member Bond encouraged Mr. Geouque be 
present at the Council meeting.  Chairperson Plaag suggested a second motion for the HPC to 
ask the HPC Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson to present this recommendation to Council at their 
March 2019 meeting. Mr. Geouque noted that the County is having their Planning Retreat on 
February 18 and 19 of 2019 and the Turner house is on their agenda for discussion.  

Second Motion and Vote:  
Member Watkins made a motion, seconded by Member Pearman for the HPC to authorize either 
Chairperson Plaag or Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to formally present said recommendation to 
Council at their March 2019 Council meeting.  

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed.  

Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion on this agenda item by informing the HPC members that the 
Council approved the first Friday on May 3, 2019 date for said event. Chairperson Plaag also 
pointed out that the HPC members would need to go back to Council for any funding requests 
which would come from the HPC budget line for said event. He also encouraged everyone to be 
creative in finding ways to reduce the costs for said event.  

Chairperson Plaag explained that he wanted to correct some information that he had stated at a 
previous meeting regarding the May, 1919 date (permanently attached).    He said the May depot 
association is because of the May 22, 1919 information in the Watauga Democrat.  He read the 
Watauga Democrat articles from May 22, 1919 and July 24, 1919 regarding the depot.  He said 
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that technically the depot was not finished until July of 1919 and he felt that the HPC members 
could proceed with a May 3, 2019 date for the event.   

Discussion ensued on creating a task list for the May 3, 2019 event.  Chairperson Plaag talked 
about the possibility of closing Depot Street.  Ms. Jane Shook, Planning Director explained that 
she had heard from the Downtown Boone Development Association that there were concerns 
from the merchant owners about losing sales during the multiple street closures in the Downtown 
area.  Chairperson Plaag said that he thought that one of the HPC members should inform the 
DBDA about the May 3, 2019 celebration event and ask for their feedback on street closures for 
said event.   

Motion and Vote:  
Member Clawson made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Pollitt to ask Member Bond to 
go to the next Downtown Boone Development Association meeting on March 12, 2019 at 8:30 
a.m. to discuss and receive feedback on the possible activities during the Linville River Railway
100th Anniversary Celebration.

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members if in addition to using Jimmy Smith Park would they 
need to ask Appalachian State University about using their courtyard at the intersection of River 
Street and S. Depot Street for the possibility of a staging area.   Ms. Shook suggesting describing 
what the courtyard would be used for to the University.  Chairperson Plaag suggested using the 
courtyard to set-up the food that would catered to the event. 

Discussion ensued on the music for the Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration 
event.  Vice-Chairperson Pollitt said she would check on a barber shop quartet and she will ask 
Mr. Mark Freed from the Cultural Resources Department about it. Chairperson Plaag said there 
is a band called Depot Street and they do older standard type songs, if needed we could check 
with this band. 

Discussion ensued on the food for the Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration 
event.  Chairperson Plaag suggested seeing the owner of Proper Restaurant to see what they 
could prepare or check with other restaurants that might provide southern or mountain-fare type 
foods.   

Chairperson Plaag noted that there was no menu on the train because there was no food served 
on the train but there were box lunches that could be carried onto the train. Chairperson Plaag 
asked if the Town needed to bid the process for the food.  Ms. Shook said she would check with 
the Finance Department on the procurement rules and process.   
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Discussion ensued on the time of the railway celebration event on May 3, 2019.  Chairperson 
Plaag suggested 5:30 p.m. for the event to follow along with the timing of the other first Friday 
events.  

Ms. Shook noted that the Town Sustainability event would be held on Friday, April 5, 2019 in 
Downtown Boone.  

Guest speaker, Mr. Dave Spiceland from Appalachian State University informed the HPC 
members that he is a member of the Eastern Tennessee and Western Railroad Society.  He said 
their annual convention is held in the first week of June 2019 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
He said he received a phone from Mr. Jerry Turbyfill who knows a gentleman who wants to do 
something for the railroad coming to Boone during their convention.  Mr. Spliceland talked 
about the possibility of having an audio type event where the old engine train whistle is blown at 
a certain time.  

Discussion ensued on speakers for the Boone railway celebration.  Chairperson Plaag said he is 
happy to speak at the event.  He mentioned asking other people from the railroad to speak at the 
event but noted that there is no budget to pay hired speakers for this event. He said he is open to 
suggestions to make the event more interesting.  

Chairperson Plaag said at the next HPC meeting we will discuss the feedback from the DBDA 
and the food options based off the procurement rules.  

Discussion ensued on having videos played at the Jones House for said event.  Chairperson Plaag 
noted that there is a You Tube video showing the train leaving the station that could be shown at 
the event.  

Junaluska Community Marker Application Review 
Chairperson Plaag suggested tabling this agenda item to the next meeting because there has been 
no significant progress made on it. Upon a motion from Member Clawson, seconded by Vice-
Chairperson Pollitt this agenda item was tabled.  

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed.  

Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review 
Chairperson Plaag read from page 20 and 81 of the “Trailing Daniel Boone” book and addressed 
Member Clawson’s question where she felt like Daniel Boone was being dismissed from the 
area.  In the text that Chairperson Plaag read, it stated that Dan’l Boone had traveled on the 
Buffalo Trail and in the Meat Camp area in Watauga County.  

Chairperson Plaag addressed another issue regarding a quote of how Boone was perceived by 
outsiders.   
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Chairperson Plaag handed out a 13-page document and read pages one through 13 and made the 
following changes (permanently attached).  Chairperson Plaag added the word “displaced” on 
page four in the first sentence of the first paragraph between the words building and the, on page 
four in the first paragraph in the second sentence remove the word “with” between topped and 
by, on page five in the first paragraph in the in the second sentence beginning with the words 
“Consisting of four distinct and on page nine in the first paragraph at the end of the first sentence 
after the word depot add “after 1925” and on page 13 in the second paragraph in the third 
sentence remove the word “of” between gable and the.   

Discussion ensued on the taverns in Boone.  Chairperson Plaag said there was a building on the 
southwest corner of King Street and Depot Street.  He said there was another one behind the old 
A & P building. He said these were the two taverns in Boone in the nineteenth century.   

Chairperson Plaag noted that there are three more sections of the Historic Text to review and he 
said he hoped to have more than one section for the HPC to review at the next meeting. 

Member Watkins asked if we are to assume that the building boom was tied in with the rise of 
banking.  Chairperson Plaag said he had considered this idea but the only stable bank in Boone in 
the 1920’s was the Watauga County Bank. Member Watkins said that an infusion of cash is 
needed when building a business rather than depending on the selling of tobacco.   

Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
Chairperson Plaag suggested the following agenda items for the next meeting: Downtown Boone 
Fire Station Update, Junaluska Marker Update, Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary 
Celebration Task List Update and Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review. 

Member Bond announced that on the first Friday, March 1, 2019 at the Jones House there will be 
a gallery of photos of “Lost Watauga” shown there. She handed out a copy of the 2019 Gallery 
Schedule for the Jones House (permanently attached).  

Member Clawson informed the HPC members that the Town of Boone will have a St. Patrick’s 
Day parade and there will be $11,000.00 in prizes.  

Member Pearman said she is a member of the Dan’l Boone Native Gardens and she recently 
attended their last meeting. She said at this meeting, it was decided to turn the charter of the 
gardens over to the State of North Carolina because of the lack of funding for the gardens. She 
said there has been conversation with an ASU professor to try to take over the caring for the 
gardens. Member Clawson said the Town of Boone owns the property where the gardens are 
located and the Town of Boone had a 25 year lease with the gardens that just started a couple of 
years ago.  

Adjournment 
With no other matters to discuss, Member Clawson made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz 
to adjourn the meeting at 5:24 p.m. 
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Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

___________________________ _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson              Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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