
TOWN OF BOONE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA 

The Town of Boone Historic Preservation Commission will meet on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Planning & Inspections - Upstairs Conference room located at 680 West King 
Street.   The following items will be on the agenda:   

1. Call to Order

2. Adoption of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes
- December 11, 2018

4. Election of Officers

5. Junaluska Community Marker Application Review

6. Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review

7. Linville River Gorge Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List

8. Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff
- Set Agenda for next meeting

9. Adjournment
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Boone Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

December 11, 2018 
3:00 p.m. 

Historic Preservation Commission Members in Attendance:  Eric Plaag-Chairperson, 
Chuck Watkins, Bettie Bond, Phoebe Pollitt, Loretta Clawson and Rennie Brantz 

Town Staff in Attendance:   Christy Turner-Senior Planner and Marlene Crosby-Board 
Secretary 

Others Present:   Lane Weiss, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Eric Plaag called the meeting of the Boone Historic Preservation Commission, held 
in the Planning & Inspections upstairs conference room located at 680 West King Street, to order 
at 3:00 p.m. 

Adoption of Agenda 
Member Brantz made a motion, seconded by Member Clawson to accept the agenda as written. 

Vote: 
Aye – All 
Nay – None 

The motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes 
Member Bond made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz to accept the November 13, 2018 
meeting minutes as written. 

Vote: 
Aye – (Bond, Brantz, Pollitt, Plaag) 
Nay – None 
Abstain – (Clawson) 

The motion passed. 

Member Watkins arrived at the meeting at approximately 3:09 p.m. 

Junaluska Community Marker Application Review 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion on the application for the Town of Boone Historical Marker 
for Junaluska (permanently attached).   Chairperson Plaag said that he had invited members of 
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the Junaluska Heritage Association, but he did not hear back from them regarding this meeting 
except for Dr. Susan Keefe who is out of town and not able to attend this meeting. 

Discussion ensued on the revisions and possible changes to the application for the historical 
marker.  Chairperson Plaag asked if there were any broad-type comments on the Application for 
the Town of Boone Historical Marker for Junaluska.  Member Brantz said a lot of the 
information appears accurate, useful, and very important.  

Chairperson Plaag informed the HPC that the Council did not approve the Historic Preservation 
Commission sub-committee recommendation. He said the Council asked why the HPC needed a 
sub-committee.  He said he explained to the Council that part of the purpose was to encourage 
participation from the other members of the HPC rather than using an intern or the Chairperson 
preparing information which has occurred in the past.  

Chairperson Plaag said he wanted to suggest that moving forward some of the HPC members 
volunteer do research on some items being discussed in the HPC meetings and re-writing 
sections of the draft application. He also mentioned that the HPC members would need to be 
aware that if there were to be a public-records request their emails may need to be turned over to 
the Town for that purpose.  

Discussion ensued on internal text citation.  Chairperson Plaag said that he has found said 
citation to be useless to him as a researcher and he explained the reason why. He recommended 
that the HPC use the Chicago citation method.  

Chairperson Plaag said he sent to Dr. Susan Keefe, Junaluska Heritage Member some comments 
regarding the draft application. He read the opening paragraph that Dr. Keefe sent to him 
regarding the said application.  Dr. Keefe noted that she preferred documentation with references 
to the sources where she has found information.  

Chairperson Plaag talked about Dr. Keefe writing without citation about the Boone Mennonite 
Brethren Church on page four and paragraph two of the said application. He showed concern 
because he has not been able to find any citation in the Watauga Democrat on this topic.  

Member Pollitt volunteered to contact the Mennonite church in Kansas to try to confirm the 
dates without citation.   

Chairperson Plaag showed concern for other sections of the said application such as deeds for 
Mr. B.T. Brannock (permanently attached).  He noted that he has not been able to research this 
topic yet.  

Discussion ensued on the map at the Jones House created by Mr. Joe Miller.  Chairperson Plaag 
said that he would contact Ms. Pilar Fotta, Director of Cultural Resources to get the date of said 
map.  
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Chairperson Plaag talked about a map that showed the original layout for Town of Boone.  He 
said that the said map was loaned out in approximately the early 2000’s for a research project 
and it was not returned.  He said the map was scanned before it was loaned out.  
 
Discussion ensued on the Tschetters in Elk Park.  Member Brantz volunteered to research the 
Watauga Democrat around 1924 to see if there is any information on Mr. Tschetters.  Dr. Keefe 
responded that is fine to Chairperson Plaag’s concern for what was going on in Elk Park at that 
time.   Chairperson Plaag suggested that Member Brantz see Mr. Diane Deal Cornett, Clerk of 
Court because she has information on this topic.  Chairperson Plaag said another free source to 
research this topic is to google: Chronicling America Library of Congress   He said there is free 
information at this website from 1888 to 1922 and there is more free information at 
www.digitalnc.org and click on newspapers for information from 1923 to 1963. 
 
Chairperson Plaag suggested documenting all research for the draft application for the Junaluska 
Historical Marker to the extent that they can.  
 
Discussion ensued on difficult history.  Chairperson Plaag said he thought the difficult history 
needs to be told and he suggested telling the story that is fair to the facts.   
 
After reviewing the section of the draft application that talked about Elk Park, North Carolina.  It 
was the consensus of the HPC members to not include the Elk Park, North Carolina information 
in the said application because it is too far away from Boone, North Carolina.  
 
Chairperson Plaag talked about the Mr. Eric Olson article on Blacks in Watauga County from 
1778 to 1870.  He said that he did research this one and he could not find it.  Member Bond 
volunteered to locate it through Ms. Kit Fisher.  
 
Chairperson Plaag talked about the John and Ellington Cousins also known as the Cuzzens.  He 
suggested reworking this section for the purpose of making a case for the origins of North Street 
and Depot Street.  He volunteered to rework the first paragraph on page two of the draft 
application. Dr. Keefe suggested removing the reference to the Cuzzens from the draft 
application.  
 
Chairperson Plaag talked about the location of the Watauga County courthouse on page two and 
paragraph two. Member Pollitt noted she thought there should be an east and west boundary.   
 
Chairperson Plaag noted that he would email the HPC members and Ms. Lane Weiss, Downtown 
Boone Development Coordinator the post card links. 
 
Discussion ensued on the Junaluska Community map (permanently attached).  Chairperson Plaag 
noted that some clarification is needed on the Junaluska community being a consolidated 
neighborhood.  He said there is mention of two churches and a consolidated school.  He read the 
comments from Dr. Keefe.  She noted in her comments that there was a map made around 2004.  
She suggested using community rather than neighborhood to characterize it. She explained that 
there was a dense cluster of homes on the hillside including North Depot Street, North Street, 
Tremont Street, Church Street and Church Street Extension.  She said other Junaluska residents 
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are scattered along Junaluska Road and Old Junaluska Road to the top of Howard’s Knob. 
Chairperson Plaag asked the HPC members if they were talking about a geographic area or a 
non-geographic community.  
 
Chairperson Plaag talked about the forming of the Junaluska Turnpike in 1905.  He further 
explained that the name Junaluska is associated with the turnpike built by the Junaluska Turnpike 
Company. He said the turnpike went up the hill from North Street to where Junaluska Road runs 
into Eastview.   
 
Ms. Lane Weiss, Downtown Boone Development Coordinator left the meeting at approximately 
4:19 p.m.  
 
Chairperson Plaag said the HPC members would discuss their research at the next meeting. He 
said he told Dr. Keefe that the HPC members would share their research with her.  
 
Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review 
Chairperson Plaag noted that at this meeting, he did not have information on the Phase One 
Survey report.  He said he would be able to provide information on said report at the next HPC 
meeting. 
 
Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List 
Chairperson Plaag began discussion by asking the HPC members if they wanted to suggest 
having the food for the event catered.  
 
Discussion ensued on the various ways to cater the food for the event.   Member Bond suggested 
having food-trucks like Bettys Biscuits that offer southern type foods.  Member Pollitt and 
Member Bond suggested contacting Tweetsie Railroad and Krispy Kreme to see if they have an 
interest in sponsoring the catering for the event.  
 
Discussion ensued on the location of the event.  Chairperson Plaag suggested having the event at 
the Jimmy Smith Park because it is owned by the Town of Boone which would make it easier to 
obtain permission for the event.  
 
Discussion ensued on closing some of the streets for the event.  Member Brantz said in the past 
when events were held at Jimmy Smith Park, Depot Street was closed from River Street to 
Howard Street.  
 
Chairperson Plaag said at the next HPC meeting discussion would ensue on the invitations for 
the said celebration. 

 
Other Matters by Commission Members or Staff 
Chairperson Plaag showed the HPC members a photo of a historic building plaque that one of his 
clients is using in the Town of Blowing Rock (permanently attached).  He said this style of 
plaque could be used in the Town of Boone and he suggested that the HPC members discuss it at 
their next meeting. 
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The HPC members suggested the following agenda items for the next meeting: Junaluska 
Community Marker Application Review, Historic Context on Phase One Survey Report Review, 
Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration Task List and Discussion of residential 
historic building plaques. 
 
Motion and Vote:  
Member Bond made a motion, seconded by Member Brantz for Ms. Turner, Senior Planner to 
prepare an action request for Council to review the Historic Preservation Commission’s 
recommendation to have the Linville River Railway 100th Anniversary Celebration on May 3, 
2018 at Jimmy Smith Park.     
 

Vote:  
 
   Aye – All 
   Nay – None 
 
   The motion passed. 
 
Adjournment 
Member Clawson made a motion, seconded by Member Watkins to adjourn the meeting at 4:43 
p.m. 
 
 
 Vote:  

Aye – All 
   Nay – None 
        

The motion passed. 
 
 
___________________________                              _______________________________ 
Eric Plaag, Chairperson               Marlene Crosby, Board Secretary 
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